
Moshe Rabbenu’s Prayers

ההיא“ בעת  ה'  אל   Our parsha opens with a description of .(ג:כג) ”ואתחנן 
Moshe’s prayers before Hashem and his exalted desire to enter Eretz 
Yisrael, despite the decree passed for the sin at Mei Meriva. Chazal 
tell us in the midrashim that his yearning to enter Eretz Yisrael was 
so powerful that he was willing to enter the land as a simple person, 
a wild animal or even after his death. Other midrashim tell that he 
would have wanted to even hover in the air above the land or enter it 
through underground tunnels (see ילקוט שמעוני 942: מעם לועז דברים לד:ד).

He pleaded so much in his prayers to the point that Chazal tell us 
יא:י) רבה   that the number of his prayers reached five hundred (דברים 
and fifteen, like the numerical value of `ואתחנן‘ [חתם סופר ,תורת משה']. 
In our parsha, he notes that the word תפלה also equal 515. In spite of 
all this, the decree was solidified and Moshe did not enter the Land. 
It is important to note our loss thereby, for had Moshe entered the 
land and built the Beis Hamikdash, it would never have been able to 
be destroyed, and we would never have had to go into exile (see 'אור 
.(החיים' דברים א:לז

An Ancestral Custom to Plead in Prayer

We shall try to understand the secret of entreaty in prayer, as Moshe 
practiced even before Vo’eschanan. Chazal comment (ברכות לב:א) on 
Hashem’s words to Moshe after the sin of the eigel לב:י), ”ועתה  (שמות 
בהם אפי  ויחר  לי   The phrase `hanicha li’ teaches us that Moshe .”הניחה 
held on to Hashem’s garment to restrain Him, as it were, saying, “I 
will not leave go until You forgive and pardon the Children of Isra-
el,” as he himself testified about the plethora of prayers at that time, 
.”(דברים ט:יח) ”ואתנפל לפני ה' ארבעים יום וארבעים לילה

Indeed, this practice of entreaty and repeated prayer did not origi-
nate in the times of Moshe but even before. The Avos also employed 
it, as we see by Yitzchak   (בראשית כה:כא) "ויעתר יצחק לה' לנוכח אשתו”. Rashi 
there comments that he pleaded much in prayer. Chazal further said 
that the word ויעתר teaches us that Yitzchak poured out manifold 
prayers so that he be blessed with a son. The (שם (בראשית  לאשר   בן 
writes that the letters of Yitzchak and Rivka add up to 515, which hint 
at the fact that they also uttered 515 prayers, just like Moshe was later 
to do, in order to be blessed with offspring.

Rachel also testified that she prayed when she called her son `Naf-
tali’: “(בראשית ל:ח) נפתולי אלוקים נפתלתי... גם יכולתי. Rashi explains that this 
root denotes stubbornness (psaltol): “I tenaciously pleaded increas-
ingly to Hashem.” Targum Yonassan comments there that the word 
`naftulei’ means that she pressed hard before Hashem in prayer.

'קוה אל ה'... וקוה אל ה

We find sublime expressions in praise of appealing to Hashem in 
prayer, both in the teachings of Chazal in the gemara and in the 
medrashim, as per example of our parsha. “R’ Chiya Rabba said: It 

is written  ' (תהילים כז:יד) 'קוה אל ה'... וקוה אל ה. One must pray and pray 
again and at some point, you will be given (what you are asking 

for). In other words, we learn from here that a person should 
not despair of being answered in prayer but must hope and 

trust and hope again until he gets what he is asking for.

We learn this as well (ירושלמי ברכות פ"ד ה"א) from the verse in Yeshaya 
where he says, “Even if you pray extensively…” (א:טו) that whoever 
prays at length is answered. They also learn from Chana’s prayer 
 And it was when she prayed a great deal…” -- that the“ (שמואל א' א:יב)
more one prays, the greater his chance of having his request ful-
filled.

In Talmud Bavli (בבא קמא פ ב) is says that a locked door is not quickly 
opened. Rashi comments that Chazal wished to teach that a door 
which is sealed against a person’s success, is not easily unlocked, so 
that he must pray exceedingly for mercy until that door is reopened.

Pleading as a Condition for a Prayer’s Fulfillment

In addition to repeated, quantitative prayer, there is sometimes the 
added requirement of begging and entreating for having the prayer 
answered. We find this in קל חסידים   Sometimes a person is not“ ,ספר 
worthy of having Hashem receive his prayer, but because he is de-
termined, and implores with tears, then even though he is not wor-
thy by virtue of his deeds, his prayers are, nevertheless, answered 
and Hashem fulfills his wish.”

The gemara (יומא כט א) asks why the prayers of tzaddikim are com-
pared to a deer? To teach us that so long as it is growing, the deer’s 
antlers split and branch out, so, too, tzaddikim – so long as they per-
severe in prayer, their prayers are heard. The author of `Me’or Ein-
ayim’ (ישמח לב שם) writes that even when a person prays many times 
and is not answered, he should not despair and think that the prayers 
were in vain, since every single prayer ascends and has an impact. 
But since salvation is dependent on very exalted reasons, in order 
for its fulfillment to descend to the world many obstacles and ad-
versaries must be overcome and a person must remove them by in-
creased prayer until that salvation can finally descend to earth.

How Must One Plead in Prayer?

Hagaon R’ Shimshon Pincus compares this pleading to war 
 Just like one cannot win a war by randomly .(שערים בתפילה, שער הפגיעה)
shooting arrows in all directions but one must concentrate one’s 
power and focus on a single end purpose, so with prayer. Whoever 
wants his prayers to be answered must mobilize all of his efforts in 
prayer towards his objective until Heaven has pity on him and ful-
fills his request.

This has been practiced throughout the generations, to this very day. 
When, G-d forbid, a harsh decree is issued against the community, 
the leaders make a prayer-campaign so that the people can `over-
turn worlds’ until their salvation appears.

However, R’ Pincus continues, one must also be wary of bombard-
ment with prayer for a single specific thing but only to make a gen-
eral request that Hashem send His blessing for the best. For example, 
regarding parnassa, a person should not specifically pray that Hash-
em reward him with a particular job and so on, but ask that He send 
his livelihood in the way He knows is best for him and that his sins 
not impede the fulfillment of his request.

In addition, even if his request is not fulfilled, a person 
should not have a complaint against Hashem for its hav-
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Pleading in Prayer
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In the Pathways of Emunim: Amen and Prayer in this Parsha

A Weekly Leaflet from the House of  “Bnei Emunim”



The amazing story before us was told by 
the unforgettable Rav of Ofakim, Hagaon 
R’ Shimshon Pincus zt”l, in one of his many 
talks on the subject of prayer:
There was once a middle aged couple which 
was not affiliated with the orthodox com-
munity until they were sent to a seminar by 
friends, after which they became devoted 
baalei teshuva. Their daughter and her hus-
band, who had been married before this, de-
cided to join them and thus, the entire house-
hold became completely chareidi.
Years passed and Rav Pincus began noticing 
that the head of the family was frequenting 
the shul during weekdays and even in hours 
when he had been away at work. Those hours 
were expanded until he was spending his en-
tire day in shul, having quit his job in favor of 
diligent and devoted Torah study.
“I found this fact fascinating,” said R’ Pincus. 
“I’ve met many young people who picked 
themselves up, left everything and began 
studying Torah full time, but that a man in 
his fifties should leave a well paying, presti-
gious job and begin learning a full day, just 
like a young person, was something alto-
gether new to me.
“I approached someone in the family and 
inquired about this phenomenon. The expla-
nation he gave was mindboggling in its sim-
plicity and wholesomeness: The man’s wife, 
also a baalas teshuva, seemed to have made 
greater strides in Yiddishkeit in the past year. 
She had been reading extensively and heard 
much about the importance of Torah study. 
She was particularly enchanted by the story 
of Rachel, wife of R’ Akiva, and decided she 
wanted to be such a wife. She convinced her 
husband to enter full time kollel, just like R’ 
Akiva.
“When she had broached the subject to her 
husband, he had smile indulgently, saying 

that it was an unrealistic dream to leave a 
lucrative job at his age and embark on 

a new and foreign way of life. How 
would he be able to apply himself 

to gemara study when he had 
hardly any background in Ar-

amaic. No, he declined, this was not for him.
“She argued with him frequently until it got to 
the point where she gave up. He insisted that 
such a lifestyle was not for him and she could 
not change his mind. She stopped trying to 
convince him and began praying instead, 
persistently and incessantly. Every Friday, as 
she lit the Shabbos candles, she would shed 
fervent tears over her husband, and state her 
wish with each prayer, day by day. She began 
reciting Tehillim, completing the book from 
time to time.
“The change was gradu-
al. At first, the husband 
formed a partnership for 
half an hour each day, 
on his own initiative to 
study halacha and mus-
sar. This expanded to an 
additional half hour. He 
formed other study part-
nerships as time went by, 
with hours `stolen’ from 
his work day.
“Only a few years passed 
before this businessman 
became a veteran av-
reich, swimming in the 
sea of Talmud expertly, 
embracing the works of 
Rishonim, Acharonim 
and Poskim, with a stead-
fast application that was 
matchless, for long, unin-
terrupted hours.
“Being a witness to this 
transformation,” R’ Pin-
cus concluded, “I opened 
a new page in my ap-
proach to prayer, a new 
understanding in the 
Yiddish expression of 
oisbetten, that is, exten-
sive, relentless prayer 
until achieving one’s 
objective. And this is a 
practical example for 
any person who yearns 

for something in particular, something 
spiritual, like seeing success in study or in 
his children’s growth in Torah and yiras 
Shomayim, as well as prayer for children or 
livelihood. The secret is to launch a battle 
through prayer, day and night, relentlessly, 
persistently, until Heaven has compassion on 
him and fulfills his request 

 .(שערים בתפילה' עמ' עא')
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The Prayer Which Made the Difference

ing been rejected. Yeshayahu asks (נח:ג), “Why have we 
fasted but You did not see?” A person must first believe 

that whatever Hashem does is for the best. Only He knows 
what is hidden from us and only He knows what is truly best 

for us, and if our prayer was not fulfilled, there are surely good 
reasons for it.

The gemara (מו"ק יח ב) tells of Rabba who heard a person praying and 
asking, “Hashem, please cause so-and-so to marry me,” whereupon 
Rabba said to him, “You must not make such an explicit request! If 
she is your destined mate, she will surely be reserved for you and 
won’t marry someone else. But on the other hand, if she is not suited 
for you and your prayer will not be fulfilled, you may come to de-
nounce Hashem for not having answered you.”

For I Call Unto You Throughout the Day

“Arvei Nachal” commented on the pasuk in Tehillim (85:3) in the 
form of a parable. A little boy used to pester his father to buy him 
one thing or another. His father was usually able to withstand his 
nagging and would not give in. But one time he was so persistent 
that the father weakened and yielded.

One time, the boy needed a certain thing very badly but when he be-
gan pestering his father, he noted from his father’s expression that 
this time, he would be turned down. He turned to him and said, “I 
want you to know, Father, that what I am asking for this time is truly 

very important so please agree to let me have it with-
out my having to ask again and again.”

We can better understand the pasuk with this parable, “An-
swer me, Hashem, for I cry out to You all day long.” David says 
to Hashem, as it were, that regarding this particular request, he 
intends to repeatedly beg for it, all day long without stop, until He 
answers him, so that it were better that Hashem agree to it from the 
onset (ערבי נחל, וארא דרוש א).

Amen in the Parsha

The gemara (ב קיט   ’asks: What is `Amen’? And it continues: R (שבת 
Chanina says that it spells out “Kel Melech Ne’eman”. Rashi there 
comments that the gemara is asking how, by answering `Amen’, 
is one symbolically accepting the yoke of Heaven? R’ Chanina an-
swers that `Amen’ stands for `Kel Melech Ne’eman’. By answering 
`Amen’, a person is testifying that the Creator is a trusted King.

We can find a hint of this idea in our parsha in the pasuk which we 
say when the Sefer Torah is taken out of the aron kodesh (ד לה), “Ata 
horeisa lodaas… -- You have proven that Hashem is Elokim, there is 
none beside Him.” The final letters of "הוא אלקים אין" spell out אמן and 
their proximity to the words that follow “אין עוד מלבדו” comes to teach 
us that by answering Amen, a person accepts the yoke of Heaven 
and testifies that truly, there is none beside Him (ויעתר יצחק' שבת קיט ב).
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Tales of Emunim: A story about Amen and Prayer
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New Website with Huge Selection of Material on `Amen' : www.bneyemunim.co.il

Here are some of the secrets and treasures 
from his holy work about answering AMEN:

Answering Amen si-
 lences the powers of
prosecution

(פרשת וישב)

 The core of emuna lies
‘in answering `Amen

(שם פרשת האזינו)

כח:כ) (משלי  ברכות"  רב  אמונות    ”איש 
-- `emunos’ applies to one 
who answers Amen; ‘rav bra-
chos’ – teaches us the great 
advantage of the one who re-
cites the blessing, as Chazal 
said: (ב נג   Greater is the“ (ברכות 
one who answers `Amen’ than 
the one who blesses” 

(פרשת ויגש)

Revealing Depths 
Shabbos Parshas Vo’eschanan, the 
13th of Av, is the hillula-yahrzeit of 

the saintly author of
 .מגלה עמוקות 

His tombstone bears the inscription:
“Here lies buried a saintly man of 
early generations Who revealed 

hidden treasures and secrets Who is 
attributed to have spoken to Eliyahu 

face to face"


