
We have been preparing for this time for the past thirty days, repent-
ing our sins and trying to accumulate as many mitzvos and good 
deeds as possible to our merit. And here we are, on the big day, the 
Day of Judgment. On this day, all of Mankind will pass before Hash-
em like sheep, and He will allot to each one life, each man according 
to his deeds of the past year.

On Rosh Hashana itself, at the very time that each of us would like to 
add on some more merit to tip the balance in our favor, we are still 
given that opportunity. If this is so, we should make the best of it, 
since aside from the merits that we add to our record, we will also 
be able to derive great benefit from the avoda of this significant day 
before us.

One such opportunity is the mitzvah of answering `Amen’, which 
we encounter by the hour, on Rosh Hashana as throughout out the 
year. This is an easy mitzvah and a very rich one, since in addition 
to its very significance, it also extends the opportunity of strength-
ening us in our prayers of Rosh Hashana whose prime purpose is to 
crown Hashem over the entire world and acknowledge His king-
ship. As Chazal said (Shabbos 119b) “What is `Amen’? [An acrostic of] 
נאמן מלך   Rashi comments that it testifies that our Creator is an ”.א-ל 
A-mighty and trustworthy King.

Let us gather up several precious sayings from the teachings of our 
Sages whereby we can understand the special connection between 
the mitzvah of answering ‘Amen’ and its meanings, and the essence 
of the imminent Day of Judgment.

א-ל מלך נאמן
We will begin with the commentary of the Maharsha (Vol. I Shabbos 
ibid) on the aforementioned words of Chazal.

Throughout the year, we refer to Hashem as `Kel Hakadosh – the A-
mighty Holy one’, acknowledging that He embodies power and sov-
ereignty, which He dispenses to others. On the other hand, on Rosh 
Hashana and Yom Kippur we refer to Him as the `Holy King’ and the 
`King of Judgment’ because at that time He reveals Himself in His 
kingship over the entire world and judges each one individually. 

We can now understand the words of the gemara that in responding 
with `Amen’, we declare that Hashem alone, Who is referred to as the 
A-mighty all year round and as King during the Yamim Noraim, is 
totally trustworthy and true. In overall opposition to idolatry which 
is called `El’ [and not `Kel’] as in “You shall not bow down to another 
El-power], and also opposed to a mortal king, who also bears that 
title, which is not a real reflection of power and surely not of any 
trustworthiness. 

The Mashgiach, R’ Shlomo Wolbe zt”l (`Avnei Shlomo’ Vol. II p 20), 
expands on this, commenting that both on Rosh Hashana, when 
Hashem exercises His kingship over the entire world, and on Yom 
Kippur, when He does not allow the Satan any power, His rule is like 
that which will be in effect in the future when He will reveal Himself 
before all as `King over the entire world’.

If so, concludes R’ Wolbe, how much power is contained in that 
small word, which combines the conduct of this world and that of 
the future world all in one. And now we can understand why Chazal 
regarded so highly the response of `Amen’, and were strict in this 
being said according to its particular laws.

In one of the Bnei Emunim assemblies, Rosh Yeshivas Chazon Na-
chum, Hagaon R’ Tzvi Katz shlita, said: “If we examine Chazal’s 

words, it appears that the value of answering `Amen’ was very 
highly regarded to the point that they promised far reaching 

reward the one who was exacting in his response. When 
a person makes a bracha in the presence of others, he 

is essentially declaring that Hashem is the King of the world [as the 
gemara in Berachos 42 says: `Every bracha which does not mention 
Hashem’s kingship [malchus] is not considered a bracha.’ Its pur-
pose is to arouse people to concur with him and to accept Hashem’s 
heavenly yoke upon them. If those who hear it do respond with 
`Amen’, the blessing-declaration is consummated according to its 
purpose – that of crowning Hashem. But when no one responds with 
`Amen’, that blessing did not achieve its ultimate purpose, since 
there is no king without a nation, and that act resembles a person 
who stands and shouts `Long live the king’ before a huge crowd, but 
they do not join in his cry.

Now we can understand why Chazal placed such importance on 
the response of `Amen’ to the extent that they said (Berachos 53b), 
“Greater is the one who replies `Amen’ than the one who said the 
blessing.” They even added and said (Devarim Rabba 7a), “There is 
nothing greater before Hashem than the `Amen’ which Jews say’,” 
and that is why Chazal were so stringent in the punishment of one 
who is not careful in properly responding with `Amen’.”

Remove Enemy and Accuser from Us 
There is another aspect to the advantage of answered `Amen’ on the 
Day of Judgment, as explained in many of our holy sefarim: it is a 
special segula-aid in silencing the prosecutors who seek to harm the 
Jewish people, especially on this day.

It is brought in `Shomrei Emunim’ (Essay Pischu She’arim, perek 
15): When Jews respond `Amen’ in unison, with one voice and one 
heart, it evokes the fact that we are Hashem’s portion, as is written 
(Devarim 19:2), “Yaakov is the portion of His heritage.” This fulfills 
the pasuk in Tehillim (149:8), “To shackle their kings with fetters,” 
that is, to plug up the mouths of the prosecutors of Israel, those who 
seek to sever this portion [also referred to as `binding rope’] and ac-
cuse Israel of wrongdoing. And they say, “Nenatka Es Mosroseimo,” 
whose acrostic reads `AMeN’. “We will sever the rope by prevent-
ing them from answering `Amen’.” But if every Jew is to strengthen 
himself and avoid missing a single `Amen’, we will realize the verse 
in Tehillim 2:2, “He Who sits in heaven will laugh; Hashem will mock 
them. Then He will speak to them in wrath and terrify them with His 
anger.” Thus will Hashem silence the accusers.

Answering Amen to the Praise of Hashem
We find in an ancient work, `Chemdas Yamim’ (Vol. III, Yom Kippur, 
Chap. 3. Os 75): “How foolish are those people who are scrupulous in 
responding `Amen’ after `Hayom t’amtzeinuI’ and similar requests 
and urge their young children to join them, while by other blessings 
and even Kaddish, they are not to be heard.

“They exemplify the pasuk, `Banim lo eimun bam – sons who are 
not trustworthy.’ This can be read: `Lo amen…’ they refrain from an-
swering `Amen’. They are untrustworthy because they confuse the 
primary with the secondary – may Hashem atone this sin.”

“Chemdas Yamim” compares this to a king who went forth with his 
retinue to survey his kingdom. In one town, a huge crowd turned out 
to welcome and showered blessings upon him, as was customary. 
Those who had not uttered blessings, responded to the others with 
a hearty `Amen’. Suddenly, however, the king noticed that one of 
his own servants remained silent. At first, he decided to overlook it 
but when a delegation from that town came to ask him for a special 
favor, that servant spoke up with a loud, emphatic `Amen’, indicat-
ing that he, too, wished to benefit from the favor they were ask-
ing. How disgraceful! The author says that this act revealed 
that answering `Amen’ after blessings showered upon the 
king were meaningless in that servant’s eyes but when he 
stood to gain, he was eager to respond with `Amen’. No 
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A remote village in the south of a well known 
country was informed that the king and his 
entourage would be visiting in a month’s time. 
The town council began feverish preparations: 
roads were repaired, the streets were cleaned, 
flowers planted alongside them and everything 
looking very festive. A week before his arrival, 
huge welcome signs were posted and a choir of 
young boys and musicians prepared a beautiful 
performance in the king’s honor. The towns-
people could hardly sleep from excited antici-
pation. After all, this was the first time in one 
hundred years that a king bothered to visit this 
simple, out-of-the-way unglamorous village.

Time passed very quickly and the awaited day 
finally arrived. It was decided that the children 
would stand on both sides of the entrance to the 
town holding flags, and would cheer as the king 
passed by. The king would drive on to the center 
of town where the dignitaries would be waiting 
for him. Everything was all set early that morn-
ing but the royal coach only arrived in the after-
noon. The royal trumpeters announced the ar-
rival and the children began cheering at the top 
of their sweet voices which mingled with the 
chirping of the birds, “Long live the king! Long 
live the king!” As the royal cavalcade drew clos-
er and closer, their cries grew louder and louder. 
But just as the coach passed through the gates 
of the town, something unexpected happened. 
One of the children threw a rock at the coach 
which unfortunately passed through the win-
dow and hit the king!

The king ordered the coachman to stop. He 
gathered his advisors for an emergency meet-
ing at which it was decided to arrest the mayor, 
the principal of the local school and the parents 
of the culprit for the crime of utter disrespect 
towards the king. The child did not go unpun-
ished either; he would be imprisoned, pending 
a trial for the crime of treason.

The uplifted spirits of the townsmen plum-
meted all the way down and they began blam-
ing one another, fearfully awaiting what still 

lay ahead. The mayor was the only one who 
showed some ingenuity. He drew close 

to the king and begged him to come 
and sit on the royal seat which had 

been prepared for him in the town 
square because he wished to 

throw a new light on the in-

cident and explain the seemingly terrible act. 
After hesitating somewhat, the king agreed. 
Once the royal guest was settled comfortably, 
the mayor began:

“Your Majesty! When you entered our town, you 
were surely impressed by the children cheering 
at the top of their lungs to welcome you with 
all their hearts. It was so genuine and touching. 
They wanted to express their joy at the honor 
of having the king visit our humble town.” The 
mayor paused to point 
a finger at the boy who 
had spoiled the welcome 
celebration and added, 
“This boy was one of the 
enthusiastic group and 
his voice was one of the 
loudest. His throwing 
the rock was a very sad 
mistake and a childish 
prank which he appar-
ently couldn’t control. 
It was surely not an ex-
pression of disrespect 
but of overenthusiasm, 
for how else could one 
explain his loud, ener-
gized cheering?” This 
question remained sus-
pended in the air. The 
king’s angry expression 
mellowed and he or-
dered the arrested peo-
ple released. After that, 
the welcoming celebra-
tions proceeded accord-
ing to plan.

The moral? When a per-
son stands in shul and 
shouts an `Amen’ fer-
vently from the depths 
of his heart, declaring 
his deep faith in the 
kingdom of Hashem, it 
can occasionally hap-
pen that he makes a 
foolish mistake or sins 
without really meaning 
to. At this point, the an-
gels of mercy come and 
advocate on his behalf 

before the King, saying, “Don’t You remember, 
honored King, how loudly he proclaimed His 
faith in You in answering `Amen’ to the bless-
ings he heard? Doesn’t this show his allegiance 
and love for You? He wants to serve You with 
all his might, and his sin was just a passing act 
of weakness where he succumbed to his evil in-
clination. Please forgive him!” And this plea is 
very, very effective

 (`Notrei Amen’ p. 27-28).
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wonder that instead of fulfilling the request, the king 
turned to that servant and said, `Begone! I don’t want to 

lay my eyes upon you ever again on pain of death!’”

To Merit a Good Year
We plead for a good year on Rosh Hashana. We all want our sins to 
be pardoned and to be blessed with a good and happy life, with na-
chas from our children and all other favorable blessings.

If we are careful, more than ever, in answering `Amen’, we will be 
able to trust that these wishes be fulfilled, as was guaranteed by 
Chazal. We find in Berachos 47a: “Whoever extends his response of 
`Amen’ is granted to have his days and years extended.” In Talmud 
Yerushalmi (8:8) it was added, “in goodness.” In Tikunei Zohar (41) 
it says: “Whoever answers `Amen’ with all his might, has a decree 
of seventy years annulled.” It further states in Parshas Vayelech that 
when a person answers `Amen’, all the gates of Heaven are opened 
before him and his prayers are received favorably.

The Admor the Divrei Yisrael of Modzitz said: In bircas hamazon 
we ask that Hashem “bless us all together with a complete blessing 
and let us reply `Amen’.” Why was this place chosen to have such an 
ending? Since we know from several places that Chazal enthused 
over the great bounty which is channeled to those who are careful 
in responding `Amen’, we can understand that it perfectly suits the 
preceding words: “Thus may He bless us all together with a complete 
blessing.” Precisely in the merit of “and we shall say `Amen’.”

The renowned R’ Eliya Roteh zt”l once expressed his thoughts to his 
adherents and said, “Know that by properly answering `Amen’, we 
channel down to ourselves much bounty in the material and the spir-

itual sense, and drive out illnesses from our homes. 
Every person must make a reckoning of what is more 
important to him – to go visit doctors or to answer `Amen’ 
out loud, which is a marvelous segula to be spared from all 
illnesses and to drawn salvation and success in all of our en-
deavors (`Ish Chasid Haya’, [Toldos R’ Eliyahu Roteh] p. 231).

We conclude with the blessing from Hagaon R’ Yechezkelo Kat-
zenellenbogen zt”l, Av Beis Din and author of `Mar’eh Yechezkel’, 
who wrote in his will, urging his offspring to be very punctilious 
in answering `Amen’. “And in the merit of `Amen’ your homes will 
be filled [with blessing] like the pomegranate, and you shall ascend 
like pure oil, and those who rise against you will be like dung, and 
Hashem will protect you from Seir and from Yemen [gentiles]…” 
(Hagahos Tzaddikim’ Vo. 7 p 650).

Ameliorating Harsh Decrees
We precede the blowing of the shofar with Perek 47 in Tehillim, 
“Lamnatzeiach livnei Korah,” which ends with the verse, “The no-
bles of people have gathered… for the shields of the earth belong to 
Hashem; He is greatly exalted.” The initials of "ארץ מאוד נעלה" spell out 
`AMeN’, while the initials of 

 add up to the numerical value of `Amen’. This hints 'כי לאלוקים מגיניארץ'
to the fact that tzaddikim are referred to as “maginei eretz – protec-
tors of the land.” They have the power to modify harsh decrees, al-
luded to in the Name Elokim, which represents din-judgment, and 
to transform them to the good by answering `Amen’ with kavana 
(`Shaarei Teshuva’ by R’ Y. Abuchatzeira, Ofen 22; see Tehillim Com-
mentary by Rama”d Vali 47:1).
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Tales of Emunim: A story about Amen and Prayer
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New Website with Huge Selection of Material on `Amen' : www.bneyemunim.co.il


