
And all the People Said `Amen’
The word `Amen’ is mentioned fourteen times in the Torah, twelve 
of which appear in this parsha, at the occasion of the recital of the 
blessings and the curses, as described in Perek 27. No wonder, there-
fore, that most of Chazal’s famous observations about answering 
`Amen’ appear in the Midrash of this parsha (Devarim Rabba Ki Savo 
7). There they say: “There is nothing greater before Hashem than the 
`Amen’ which Jews respond!” They also said: “Whoever answers 
`Amen’ in this world will merit to answer it in the World to Come.”
In this article we shall attempt to somewhat understand the secret 
power inherent in responding `Amen’ and why our Sages were so 
emphatic about its advantages to the point that they even promised 
that one who is vigilant about it “has the gates of Gan Eden opened 
for him.”

AMEN IS AN UNPARALLELED DECLARATION OF FAITH
Let us open with the words of the gemara in Shabbos (119b) which 
explains in depth the significance of that word and notes that an-
swering ̀ Amen’ is a declaration acknowledging that Hashem is [K]El 
Melech Ne’eman. Rashi explains there that when one answers Amen, 
he is testifying that his Creator is indeed [K]El Melech Ne’eman – the 
A-mighty Trustworthy King.
The Maharsha goes deeper (Vol. I): Hashem is referred to in our 
prayers both as A-mighty [Kel] and also as Melech, King – which we 
declare during the year in the shemoneh esrei  as ,"הקדוש  and "האל 
during the Aseres Yemei Teshuva as .הקדוש  By answering ."המלך 
`Amen’ we declare that Hashem alone is the true A-mighty Trust-
worthy King, as opposed to El which refers to idolatry (as in “You 
shall not bow down before another El – power) lehavdil etc. He is also 
absolutely differentiated from human kings, neither of which are 
trustworthy in any way.
R’ Yehuda ben R’ Yakar, commentator on prayer, adds that the dec-
laration expressed by us through responding `Amen’ is divided into 
two forms: the first:  `True’, that is, we acknowledge and testify that 
everything that happened in the past and happens in the present 
emanates from Hashem and not, G”f, by any other entity or power. 
And secondly – we refer to the future, for even if there are blessings 
which we have not yet been fortunate to see fulfilled, nevertheless, 
we are certain that Hashem will carry them out. This is referred to 
in the pasuk in Yeshaya (26:2): “Open the gates and let enter the righ-
teous nation which keeps faithfulness.” One who responds `Amen’ 
is waiting and anticipating the realization of Hashem’s promises (as 
in Bereishis 37:11 “And his father watched for/anticipated [the real-
ization of] that thing).

A SMALL WORD – A GREAT SIGNIFICANCE
Small as this word is, its significance is mighty indeed and it even 
encompasses esoteric, mystic meanings. Suffice it for us to mention 
what the Zohar (א קלב  -says that the word `Amen’ has the nu (תקזו"ח 
merical value of 91, which is the same as the Name of Hashem as it is 
written and as it is said [Havaye and Adon..].
The Maharal adds that there is another meaning as well which 
touches upon the very essence of the A-mighty Creator. For while 
a bracha is an acknowledgement of something personal, answering 
`Amen’, which signifies `the Trustworthy A-mighty King’, is a com-
prehensive praise which embraces the very essence of Hashem’s 
greatness.
The Maharal goes into detail and says that the letter `aleph’ points to 
Hashem’s being the Prime Cause of everything that was created, just 
like it is the first of all the letters. The letter ̀ mem’ indicates that He is 

the King over everything, while the letter `nun’ teaches Hashem’s 
eternality, his nitzchiyus, as well as his ne’emanus – trustworthi-

ness, which is ongoing and never ending. The Maharal con-
cludes: “So we see that the three letters of `AMeN’ show that 

Hashem is immutable and eternally constant, that He is 
First and Last, and there is none other ruling and con-

ducting all of His creatures (`Nesivos Olam’ Nesiv Ho’avoda Chap. 
11).
Perhaps we can understand from here why it is so important to re-
spond with a perfect `Amen’, not omitting anything or changing any 
pronunciation of any of its letters, for each letter has its own special 
significance.
To round out the picture, we add with the marvelous words of the 
Mashgiach R’ Shlomo Wolbe zt”l, which reveal a deeper level of 
understanding of `Amen’. “…Come and I will show you a small act 
of avoda which includes emuna in three revelations which we are 
commanded to believe in (i.e. the Creation of the world; the Giv-
ing of the Torah and the Future Redemption). Chazal said: What 
is `Amen’? נאמ מלך  א-ל   Rashi comments: Thus [does one] testify .ן 
that the Creator is a Trustworthy A-mighty King. The first word is 
Hashem’s Name for His measure of Compassion and which is com-
parable to the act of Creation, as it is written, “Olam chessed yibane 
– chessed builds a world.” `King’ indicates that Hashem became our 
G-d when we accepted the Torah. The third word refers to the future 
geula sheleima and the Resurrection of the dead. Thus, by respond-
ing `Amen’, the sounds of these three revelations and fundamentals 
echo and reverberate.
R’ Wolbe concludes with a personal call to every Torah scholar: My 
dear Talmid Chacham! Have you ever felt the tremendous impact 
embraced in the small word, `Amen’? One must surely need a great 
measure of intellectual introspection in order to respond at such a 
level, if not throughout the ninety `amens’ which we must utter ev-
ery day with concentration, but let us at least attempt to internalize 
its significance with some of our daily responses…” (`Alei Shur’ Vol. 
II Chap. 16, see also `Niflaos HaKaddish’ Chap. 13)

Answering `Amen’ Draws Bounty to the World
The `Amen’ response has a powerful influence upon the very con-
duct of the world, as the Shelah Hakadosh writes (Tamid, Amus 
Hatefillah, Os 82) according to the Zohar (Ekev 271a): “And whoever 
concentrates upon each blessing he utters and properly answers 
`Amen’ with the correct intent evokes a tremendous holiness Above 
and a generous bounty in all of the spheres, for it opens a sublime 
source of life-giving waters, as if he were releasing fountain wa-
ters to quench all the needs of watering. And a voice descends from 
Heaven announcing that `all this bounty and joy was brought on by 
So-and-So, who is a servant of the Holy King.’ And when Jewry finds 
itself in trouble and prays, a declaration is issued throughout the up-
per worlds: `Open the gates and make way for a tzaddik who keeps 
his faith.’ And in the same way that they open the gates of blessings 
and bounty, so may their prayers be accepted.” Rabbenu Bechaye 
writes further (`Kad Hakemach, Emunah’) that Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu personally ordained this commandment so that we should bless 
Him, as is written (Devarim 8:10), “And you shall bless Hashem your 
G-d.” The gemara repeats this (Berachos 7a), saying that Hashem 
asked, `Yishmael [R’ Yishmael Kohen Gadol], bless Me.” And just as 
He desires a blessing, so does He want the `Amen’ which follows it, 
which is the resolution of that blessing.
To add flavor, we present here what the founder and chairman of 
our organization, Rabbi Yaakov Dov Marmorstein, said on the pa-
suk (Tehillim 68:35): “Give power to Elokim for Yisrael, His pride and 
strength in the Heavens.” The initials of “Al Yisrael Ga’avaso V’uzo 
Bashechakim” add up to the same numerical value as `Amen’, teach-
ing us the power of answering `Amen’, which empowers, as it were, 
the Heavenly host, as the Shelah stated.

AMEN – a Diamond
We present a beautiful parable highlighting the advantage of an 
`Amen’ response said by the Ohev Yisrael of Apta zy”o: There was 
once a man who was unable to support his family and had to ac-
cept charity. Embarrassed to ask his fellow townspeople for 
help, he decided to wander off to places where he was not 
recognized. He was on the road for many years until he 
reached the land of Chavila, where he found gold and 
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R’ Eliezer has been arrested! This terrible news 
spread like wildfire, evoking intense sadness 
amongst the residents of Horodna. R’ Eliezer was 
one of the most well known figures in the city. He 
was one of those few people who are always there 
to lend a hand or shoulder for their fellow Jew, no 
matter what his status or origin. Even gentiles ben-
efitted from his kindheartedness, so that it was no 
wonder that the fact of his arrest shocked and af-
fected every one.
It all began a week earlier, some people knew. R’ 
Eliezer had been walking along the street when 
he noticed an open pit. Very characteristically, he 
sought to cover this pitfall. Looking around, he 
found a large branch on the side of the road and 
dragged it in order to cover the mouth of the pit so 
that no one would fall into it.
When he was already very close to the mouth of the 
pit, along came a brawny gentile and fell into it be-
fore R’ Eliezer had a chance to prevent the accident. 
The man tumbled in and landed with a heavy thud. 
He must have died instantly…
A large group of pedestrians quickly flocked to the 
site of the accident. Circumstantial evidence point-
ed to the horrible error that R’ Eliezer had caused the 
death because there he stood, by the mouth of the 
pit, holding a large, heavy branch. He tried to explain 
to the crowd what exactly had happened but mean-
while, several people ran off to report the death to 
the police.
R’ Eliezer, fearing the worst, fled from the scene of 
the accident, hoping to find some way to prove his 
innocence, but the police found and arrested him. He 
was brought before a regional court whose judges, 
no Jew-lovers to begin with, quickly incriminated 
him upon the very vivid circumstantial evidence.
None of the efforts of his fellow Jews, no character 
witnesses or bribery helped and he was sentenced 
to hanging in the city square. Prayers were said in 
all the shuls but the gates of Heaven seemed to be 
sealed. A date was set for the public execution on a 
gentile holiday.
The days remaining until the execution were pure 
torture for R’ Eliezer. He was visited by priests who 
tried to convince him to convert to save his life 
but he refused vehemently, staunch in his faith to 
the very last moment. On the day of the execution, 

he was led to the gallows, to the jeers of a huge 
crowd of bloodthirsty gentiles.

The Jews of the city huddled in their homes 
behind locked doors and shuttered win-

dows, afraid of the aftermath of the 
hanging and the heated mob, thirst-

ing for more Jewish blood.

The leading figure of the Jewish community was 
the renowned tzaddik, R’ Alexander Ziskind zt”l, 
author of `Yesod V’Shoresh Hoavodah’. Before R’ 
Eliezer was led to the gallows, he was allowed a visit 
from the tzaddik. He recited the vidui, tears pouring 
down his cheeks and listened carefully as the tzad-
dik instructed him in the laws of dying al Kiddush 
Hashem.
Dressed in a special garment and flanked by two 
burly officers, R’ Eliezer was finally led to the gal-
lows and for a final time, 
urged to save his life by 
converting to Christian-
ity, which he again turned 
down with utter disdain. 
The noose was placed 
around his neck and his 
eyes were covered with a 
black hood.
Not far from the gallows 
stood the only Jew who 
dared be present, R’ Alex-
ander, his face carefully 
hidden, having pushed his 
way to the forefront.
A hush fell over the crowd. 
The hangman asked one 
final question: “Is there 
anything you wish to say 
before you die?” His reply 
was a resounding cry, the 
universal declaration of 
every Jew: “Shema Yis-
rael…”
He quickly followed with 
the blessing which the Rav 
had taught him, the bless-
ing of martyrdom.
R’ Eliezer peered through 
the thick folds of his head-
covering, his ears perked 
to hear the blessing. When 
the last word was said, he 
replied, loud and clear: 
“AMEN! Reb Eliezer, sacri-
ficing his life for his peo-
ple, has died sanctifying 
Hashem’s Name.”
It was an indescribably 
poignant event. Dying al 
Kiddush Hashem is one of 
the most exalted acts a Jew 
can perform. But to com-
plete this perfect sacrifice, 

one small word needed yet to be said: AMEN.
This is why R’ Alexander Ziskind risked his life to be 
present, knowing that the bloodthirsty crowd was li-
able to kill him as well.
Thus was R’ Eliezer fortunate in having his sublime 
act of Kiddush Hashem, together with the bless-
ing of “…hamekadesh Shmo borabbim”, perfectly 
sealed by an answering `AMEN’ 
(Introduction to `Yesod Veshoresh Hoavoda” Shefer Edition).
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precious stones strewn along the streets.
Ignorant of their value, he nevertheless decided to gather 

a few in a small bag, intending to give them to his children 
as decorative buttons, and a few which he sewed unto his 

own garments.
A few years passed during which he was able to collect a small 

sum. Yearning for his family, he heaved his knapsack on his back, 
containing a few items of clothing, his purse and the small bag of 
colored stones for buttons, and began the long trek homeward.
Towards the end of his journey, his food ran out and he felt fam-
ished. Suddenly he saw a man coming towards him with a large sack 
of rolls. He wanted to pay for them but the stranger said he preferred 
the bag of stones as payment. Without much thought, the man hand-
ed it over to him in exchange for the large sack of rolls.
Several days later, he finally arrived home carrying a sack of moldy 
bread. His family was happy to see him but very disappointed that 
he had returned as poor as he had left, years before. Exhausted from 
his travels, the man went to bed. After he was asleep, the family sud-
denly discovered the diamonds sewn unto his coat. In the folds of his 
knapsack, they found a few more precious stones which had fallen 
out of the small sack. They hurried off with them to a jeweler who 
bought them for a lot of money. When the man awoke and heard the 
good news, instead of being overjoyed, he felt terribly dismayed for 
he suddenly understood his folly in not having gathered up as many 
diamonds as he could.
The lesson, says the Rebbe of Apta, applies to a person’s soul which 
descends to an exile in this world in order to accumulate as many 
mitzvos as he can to serve him when he returns to the World of Truth. 
A wise man utilizes every minute to gather up more and more mitz-
vos. But the fool, not only wastes his days in vain, but stupidly sins 
and even when he prays and could gather up unlimited `Amen’ dia-
monds, indulges in idle talk and lets them slip through his fingers.

When this fool reaches Olam Haba, he finds that his 
baggage is filled with worthless things and all he can 
do is “Go and cry” (Tehillim 126:5). Had he merely paid at-
tention to each blessing he heard and not missed out on any 
Amen, he would have fulfilled the continuation, “He bears the 
store of seed and comes with joy carrying his wheat stalks.” In 
other words, the very simple `Amens’ which he thought were in-
significant like small seeds, can cause him to come joyfully to Olam 
Haba and discover how they grew and flourished before his very 
eyes, transformed into sheaves of blessed produce (`Sefer Hapanim’ 
Os 31).
The word `Amen’, say the masters of homiletics, equals `yahalom’, 
diamond (`Shaarei Nissim – Torah Utefilla, p 281).

Amen in the Parsha
The Midrash in this parsha states a Halacha: “Whoever leads the 
prayers should not answer `Amen’ after the Kohanim to avoid con-
fusion. Our Sages taught that if he is able to concentrate, he should 
respond.” A reference to this Halacha can be found in the wording of 
the pasuk, “And you shall answer and say before Hashem your G-d…”
It is known that the priestly blessing is called `amira’, as is written 
(Bamidbar 6:23): “So shall you bless… emor – say to them.” On the oth-
er hand, the word `aniya’ means `answering’ and refers to `Amen’ 
as we find in this parsha, “And all the people shall answer and say 
`Amen’.”
We can explain the pasuk through a remez, an indirect inference: the 
condition to “And you shall answer” – answer the shaliach tzibbur’s 
saying `Amen’ after the blessing of the kohanim, lies in “And you 
shall say before Hashem your G-d” – that is, if he is convinced that 
he will not become confused because of his response, he is allowed 
to `say’ before Hashem… (Admor of Shomrei Emunim zt”l, `Imrei 
Kodesh’ Ki Savo).
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Tales of Emunim: A story about Amen and Prayer
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New Website with Huge Selection of Material on `Amen' : www.bneyemunim.co.il

Amen – For I Also Believe

בס"„

Kol Yom Taaneh Bekavana Amen  [KI TavO]

From the call of the Mashgiach, 
Hagaon R’ Shlomo Wolbe zt”l:

In anticipation of the upcoming Day of 
Judgment, let us try to crown Hashem 

our King every single day by respond-
ing `Amen’ with concentration, 

especially after the morning
 blessings which express the 

tremendous chessed
 which Hashem performs for us

 at all times.

r Yid:
Have you ever experience the tremendous impact 

present in the word `Amen’?
Answering `Amen’ with kavana constitutes a dec-

laration of faith of all the fundaments of Jewry!
Make a special effort to answer `Amen’ with spe-
cial concentration, at least for some of the ninety 

`Amens’ which we are obligated to say every day!
                                                              (Alei Shur, Chap. 16) 

 מאי אמן?  א-ל מלך נאמן! (שבת קיט א)


