
OL MALCHUS SHAMAYIM – THE YOKE OF HEAVEN
Chazal ascribed a special affection to the mitzvah of Kriyas Shema, and 
a special importance towards saying it at the proper time. The Rambam 
writes (in the introduction to his commentary on Seder Zeraim) that Rebbi 
purposely began Maseches Berachos with the Halacha of when one can 
first say the morning Kriyas Shema since this mitzvah is so very dear, it 
being practiced every single day.
Our parasha teaches us the obligation of saying Kriyas Shema on time 
through the moving reunion of Yosef with his father after twenty-two 
years of separation (Bereishis 46:29). “And Yosef readied his coach and 
went up to greet his father Yisrael in Goshen. And he appeared to him 
and fell upon his neck and wept even more on his neck.” Rashi comments 
there, “”But Yaakov did not fall upon Yosef’s neck and did not kiss him. 
Chazal explain that he was reciting Kiryas Shema.”
We see, therefore, that when the time came to say Shema, Yaakov did not 
wait a moment but set aside his burning love for his long-lost son and fo-
cused his entire attention on fulfilling the mitzvah at the proper time – the 
first possible moment.
The Baalei HaTosafos added a hidden reference from the word ‘לקראת – to-
wards’ and say, “Don’t read it `likras’ but `leKriyas’. 
They explain why Yosef did not recite the Shema 
at that time – because he was preoccupied with 
honoring his father, which absolved him of Kri-
yas Shema at that particular moment (Tosafos 
Hashalem ibid).

THE EARLIER THE BETTER
The best and most perfect way to perform this 
mitzvah is to do it as early as possible, as Rashi 
notes on the pasuk, “Lo, he rises like a lioness” 
(Bamidbar 23:24) – “When they rise at dawn, they 
rear up like a lion to grab the mitzvos… to recite 
Shema.”
The Shulchan Aruch determines this halacha (Or-
ach Chayim 58 1-2) as follows: “The most superior 
form of the mitzvah is to recite it `kevosikin’, at 
dawn, being prepared a little before sunrise so 
that one should finish Kriyas Shema and its ac-
companying berachos precisely with sunrise 
and continue by joining the Shemone Esrei to co-
incide with the actual rising of the sun. Whoever 
can synchronize this well is richly rewarded. 
And if he does not manage to say Shema before 
sunrise, he should, nonetheless, say it as rapidly 
as he can.” 
Furthermore, we find that Chazal were very criti-
cal about one who was not careful in reciting She-
ma on time, attributing the verse in Koheles to him: “That which is crooked 
cannot be made straight.” 

THE AROMA OF KRIYAS SHEMA
The Zohar brings an awesome story (Bamidbar 186a) about the holy Ta-
naim, R’ Yitzchak and R’ Yehuda, who once came to Kfar Sachnin and 
found lodgings by a woman who had a young son. The boy was away all 
day with his studies and when he came home that night, his mother greet-
ed him very happily and told him how fortunate they were to be hosting 
such important Tanaim as R’ Yitzchak and R’ Yehuda. “Go over to them 

and ask them for a beracha,” she urged him.
The boy did so at once but when he drew near and gazed into their 

faces, he turned away and went back to his mother and said, “My 
rebbe taught me that if one did not say Shema on time, he is to 

be shunned the entire day. And I know that today they didn’t 
recite Shema on time.”

The Sages were very impressed by this pure child. He was right, they ad-
mitted, but explained that they had been occupied with the mitzvah of 
marrying of a chosson and kalla who didn’t have anyone to arrange their 
chuppa. After all, if one is occupied with an urgent mitzvah, he is absolved 
of another mitzvah.
They turned to the boy and asked him, “How did you know that we didn’t 
say Shema on time?” He replied, “I could smell it from your clothing.” The 
Kotzker Rebbe explained this from the wording of the pasuk, “And his 
sense of smell will come from his fear of Hashem and he will not judge 
by the sight of his eyes (Yeshaya 11:3). Holy tzaddikim and pure children 
share a distinct and very refined sense of smell which can discern holi-
ness or lack thereof(“Imros Chochma” Voeschanan).
The proper time to say Kriyas Shema is limited to the end of the third hour 
of the day, as stated in the Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim 58 7). We find 
that the great Rishonim and Acharonim severely condemned lateness 
with regards to Kriyas Shema.
The Pele Yoetz (Erech Sheina) writes in the name of the Chida: “I was 
seized with trembling at discovering leniencies regarding reciting Shema 
on time, for Chazal said that [one who transgressed this is] punishable by 
`niddui’, put in a ban.” The Maharsha (Vol. I Shabbos 119b) wrote that “Jeru-

salem was destroyed only because they abolished 
the morning and evening Kriyas Shema.” Those 
who get intoxicated on motzaei Shabbos during 
the Melave Malka meal are transgressing the eve-
ning Kriyas Shema and on the following morning, 
they also don’t recite it on time due to the excuse 
of a hangover.
R’ Shimon Sofer of Erloi testified that the Divrei 
Chaim of Sanz once issued a public letter in which 
he dwelled on the sin of reciting Shema after the 
optimal time, and had the notice hung up in all of 
the shuls and batei medrash.
R’ Shimon Sofer himself was one of the most ea-
ger and ready ones regarding this exalted mitz-
vah, especially after seeing how those in his gen-
eration were lax in it. He publicized a halachaic 
ruling that whoever said Kriyas Shema beyond 
the correct time was considered to have nullified 
one of the positive mitzvos of the Torah and was 
bound to repent his sin. If the Beis Hamikdash 
were standing, he would be required to bring a 
korbon olah just like one who has transgressed a 
positive commandment, and one who purposely 
flouts this day after day is considered an apostate 
in every way.
R’ Shimon would pour out his frustration to his 
devotees and note how people go all out to recite 

the blessing over the arbaas haminim on the first 
day of Succos, overlooking the great expense and trouble involved. And 
blessed be they and their lot, he would add. But when it comes to a mitzvah 
that is incumbent every day and is so stringent and vital, they allow them-
selves to overlook it without any qualms (“R’ Shimon Chassida” p 222).

TO MAKE SURE NOT TO SIN BY DEFAULT [ONESS]
The Mashgiach R’ Yerucham Halevi from Mir used to say that one who 
was still sleeping soundly when it came time to say Shema, was consid-
ered an `oness’, that is, forced by circumstances, the first time it happened, 
but by the second time, he was already considered an intentional sinner 
because he should have sought all kinds of ways and means to prevent 
it from happening a second time. He should have realized that it was a 
weak point to oversleep and should have taken precaution to coun-
teract the weakness. We find by Lot that on the second night, he 
was considered to have sinned willfully, after realizing what 
happened when he became drunk. (Chazal learn this from 
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In the Pathways of Emunim: Amen and Prayer in this Parsha

A Weekly Leaflet from the House of  “Bnei Emunim”

THE SECRET OF YAAKOV 
AVINU'S ACTION

“And Pharaoh said to Yaakov: How 
many are the days of the years of your 
life? And Yaakov said to Pharaoh: The 
days of the years of my sojourn are 
thirty and one hundred years” (Bere-
ishis 47: 8-9).
The numerical value of ̀ Yaakov’ is 182, 
equaling twice the value of `Amen’. 
The gematria of the initials of “פרעה 
 plus the gematria of the initial ”אל יעקב
letters of “יעקב אל פרעה” equals 91.
We can say that this hints at the fol-
lowing: when Pharaoh asked Yaakov 
how old he was, he meant to ask him 
the secret of his longevity. Yaakov re-
plied that the secret lay in the word 
`Amen’, which his name also testifies 
to (“Meor Vashemesh” Bereishis 47:8).
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WHAT AROUSED THE TZADDIK?

the pasuk, “And he did not know when she lay and when 
she arose” [Bereishis 19:33]) -- and should have known not to 

get drunk the second time.
The Steipler told that when he was young, he used to study steadily 

until late at night but out of his great fear of missing the time for She-
ma, he would drag a bench out to the street and sleep on it, believing that 

the early morning pedestrians would wake him up (“Leshichno Tidrashu” 
Vol. I p 82).

OLD WORTHLESS BILLS
A person sometimes oversteps the time for Shema out of his concern there-
of and due to his preparation through various prayer exercises [yichudim]. 
The Chofetz Chaim compared this situation to a person who hoarded mon-
ey for many, many years in his vault. When he finally decided to deposit 
the many bills into a savings account, he discovered to his dismay that they 
were no longer of any value, since the government had issued new cur-
rency in the interim.
Standing by the teller with a pile of worthless bills, he couldn’t help wonder-
ing why the person ahead of him on line had deposited his crumpled bills 
without any trouble, whereas his bills were new looking. “Why do you say 
that this is old money?” he asked the teller.
He was told, “While the other person’s bills were worn with use, at least they 
were still valid cash, whereas yours look knew but are really old and not 
of any current value.” The lesson here is obvious (“Chofetz Chaim on the 
Torah” Voeschanan).
Aside from the main fault in transgressing the ruling of the Shulchan Aruch 
(Orach Chaim 58 7) which states that whoever says Shema after the proper 
time has forfeited the reward of performing a mitzvah at its designated 
time (see “Pri Megadim” end of Siman 58), there are additional drawbacks 
to saying Shema after -- or only close -- to the proper time. The Shulchan 
Aruch rules (ibid and in “Mishne Berura”) that whoever says Shema after 
the fourth hour should not recite the blessings before and after, and if he 
did, these are considered blessings in vain [levatala]. Similarly, one who 
aims to say Shema close to the designated time generally is not able to re-

cite it with the necessary tranquility required for the bless-
ings before and after.
Furthermore, one who says it in a rush, close to the proper time 
is forced to say it without his tefillin, regarding which the gemara 
says (Berachos 14b), “Whoever recites Kriyas Shema without tefillin is 
as if he gave false testimony against himself.”

YOU DON’T LOSE OUT BY SAYING SHEMA ON TIME
The Mashgiach of Yeshivas Kamenitz, R’ Moshe Aharon Stern zt”l, was 
once in Switzerland to raise funds for the yeshiva. One morning, when he 
entered a central shul for Shacharis, he quickly realized that if he remained 
with this minyan, he would miss out saying Shema on time, and left.
Several hours later, he met another fundraiser who told him that a wealthy 
Jew from France had attended the very minyan which he had left. This rich 
Jew had dispensed bills of one hundred francs to every man in shul.
R’ Moshe Aharon listened, but did not seem at all perturbed. Instead, he said, 
“I am convinced that I did not miss out on anything by my abiding by the 
Halacha.”
At the end of the day, the two fundraisers met again and shared their ex-
periences. The Mashgiach’s story was incredible: “This afternoon I went 
to that shul for Mincha and noticed the rich Jew you had spoken about. I 
approached him and asked him for a donation for Yeshivas Kamenitz. He 
took out a one hundred franc bill from his pocket and gave it to me. 
“But that’s not all. I sat down to learn between Mincha and Maariv and sud-
denly, the French Jew came over to me and handed me another 300 francs. 
After Maariv, he again came to me and gave me one thousand francs, ex-
plaining that he had come here especially to distribute a large amount of 
money to tzedaka. About to return home, he discovered that he still had a 
large sum to give out. Since I had made a good impression on him, he want-
ed me to have the money.
“So you see,” said R’ Moshe Aharon, “not only did I not miss out on the mitz-
vah of Shema, but I even gained many times over!” (“The Mashgiach from 
Kamenitz” p 318).
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Tales of Emunim: A story about Amen and Prayer

D
ea

r 
Je

w
! U

p
o

n
 r

ec
it

in
g

 t
h

e 
M

o
rn

in
g

 B
le

ss
in

g
s,

 s
ee

 t
h

at
 s

o
m

eo
n

e 
an

sw
er

s 
A

m
en

 

This story takes place when the Yerushalmi Mag-
gid, R’ Shalom Schwadron, was towards the end of 
his life. The tzaddik lay in bed, his eyes shut, deep 
in sleep, surrounded by his anxious, fearful fam-
ily.
Only a few days before, R’ Shalom had had a severe 
stroke which left him very weak and hardly able 
to function. As soon as he was released from the 
hospital, he was taken to the home of one of his 
daughters in Bnei Brak.
The day before had been spent in the hospital 
with the family taking care of various technical 
arrangements for his release and transfer. It was 
late evening when finally, with all the documents 
in hand, the family took him in a cab to Bnei Brak.
When they arrived at the home of the daughter, R’ 
Shalom insisted on standing up for Maariv, which 
he said with  deep devotion, as always, and then 
retired to bed, to sink into a semi-coma. He was 
exhausted from the stroke, from the treatment and 
the many tests which had been administered since 
his admission to the hospital.
The following morning found R’ Shalom still deep 
in sleep. The minutes ticked away before the final 
time for saying Shema was about to pass. Know-
ing how important the mitzvah of Kriyas Shema 
was to their grandfather who had been so punctili-
ous with it throughout his life, making a supreme 
effort never to miss it, the grandchildren entered 
his room and sought to awaken him.
It was no simple feat at all. Their holy grandfa-
ther lay in a semi-coma from which he could not 
be awakened. They dragged furniture across the 
floor with much noise, clapped their hands loudly, 
called out and even shaking him gently, but all in 
vain. R’ Shalom showed no signs of arousement.
The grandsons were about to give up and there 
was talk of summoning a doctor to examine him 
and revive him from his somnolent state.

Just then, the door swung open and there stood 
the woman of the house, R’ Shalom’s daugh-

ter, the person who knew him best. She 
took in the scene and realized all the ef-

forts her children had taken to wake 
R’ Shalom up, and saw how deeply 

her father was sleeping.

“We can’t get the Zeide to wake up,” wailed one of 
the boys, “and soon Zman Kriyas Shema will be 
over!”
‘No problem,” said the daughter. “Watch and let me 
show you how one awakens a man as holy as my 
father.”
She approached her fa-
ther’s bed and said in 
a normal voice, “Abba, 
Zman Kriyas Shema!”
That reminder was all he 
needed. She had hardly 
finished speaking when 
he rallied and was sitting 
up in bed. He washed his 
hands and casting off his 
blanket, planted his two 
feet on the cold ground. 
“Zman Kriyas Shema?” he 
exclaimed-asked in sur-
prise and shock, shaking 
off the last cobwebs of 
sleep. “Oy! Why didn’t you 
wake me up earlier?”
He washed his hands once 
more with alacrity and 
looked unbelievingly at 
his watch. “I only have a 
few moments left. Who 
knows if I will yet make 
it?” He was obviously agi-
tated by the thought.  His 
grandchildren comforted 
him. “You still have just 
enough time now. Second 
of all, that is only accord-
ing to the Magen Avra-
ham. According to the Gra, 
you still have plenty of 
time.”
Only then did the tzad-
dik allow himself to relax 
somewhat. He smiled his 
famous smile to everyone 
around him and before 
getting to his feet, began 

reciting the Shema. He then turned to them all and 
said, “You saved me! May you all earn many more 
mitzvos!” 

(“Ohr Daniel” Vayigash).

New Website with Huge Selection of Material on `Amen' : www.bneyemunim.co.il
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I, TOO, RECITE THE BIRCOS HASHACHAR WITH A PARTNER

HaRav Hakadosh R’ 
Yechezkel Shraga of  

Shinova ZY”O
Passed away 

on the 6th 
of  Teves 5659

“Rabbeinu made an effort to hear 
The Bircos Hashachar from many 
people Every day So that he could 

respond `Amen’ “
(“Divrei Yechezekl”  p. 319)


