
Reciting Brachos Aloud
”את הברכה אשר תשמעו אל מצות ה‘ אלקיכם“ (יא, כז)

The Divrei Chaim of Sanz once noticed a person 
reciting Birchos Hashachar to himself without 
anyone replying amen after the brachos. The 
Rebbe turned to the man and chided him: “It says, 
‘es habrachah asher tishme’u el mitzvos Hashem 
Elokeichem,’ and it can be explained by way of 
drash to mean that ‘the brachah’ should be made 
in a way that ‘should be heard’ that others around 
should hear and reply amen, and this halachah 
should not be taken lightly, because it is considered 
part of ‘mitzvos Hashem Elokeichem’…”

Ateres Chaim p. 103
Tefillah in “the Place that Hashem Will Choose”
”השמר לך פן תעלה עלתיך בכל מקום אשר תראה; כי אם במקום 

אשר יבחר ה‘“ (יב, יג-יד)
“Hishamer lecha pen taaleh,” is an acronym for 
“tefillah.” The passuk here hinted to us that just 
like the korbanos (olosecha) cannot be sacrificed 
in every place, but rather “in the place that Hashem 
will choose,”, so too, tefillah cannot be conducted 
in every place, but rather in the place that Hashem 
chose to rest His Shechinah in our day—in batei 
knesses and batei medrash.

Toldos Yitzchak, Lev Tahor 5; Rachamei Ha’av for day 26
Tefillah on Tzedakah

”השמר לך פן תעזב את הלוי כל ימיך על אדמתך“ (יב, יט)
Rav Yehudah Greewnwald, the Rav of Satmar, 
explained:
The acronym of “hishamer lecha pen taazov” is 
“tefillah” and we can learn two things from this.
First, a person’s nature is to want to keep his 
money for himself, and thus, it is incumbent upon 
him to say a special tefillah in his heart each day 
that he should merit to be among those who pursue 
tzedakah and chessed, because there are so many 
who did not merit this attribute only because they 
did not pray for it. Second, a person must also 
daven that he should merit to give his tzedakah 
to genuinely poor people who are upstanding, and 
not to people who are not honest.

Shevet MiYehudah
How Does One Merit to Cleave to Hashem?

”אחרי ה‘ אלקיכם תלכו ואתו תיראו את מצותיו תשמורו ובקלו 
תשמעו ואתו תעבדו ובו תדבקון“ (יג, ה)

Rabi Shlomo Abu Chana, one of the disciples of 
the Ari HaKadosh, explained this passuk as a 

hint to the Jew’s service of Hashem each morning: 
“After Hashem you should go” –arise in the 
morning to go to shul, “and Him you should fear” 
– be careful about honoring and fearing the shul 
as we were instructed (Vayikra 19:30): “And My 
sanctuary you should fear”; “and His mitzvos 
observe,” don tallis and tefillin, “and His Voice 
you should hear” – daven in the order established 
by the Anshei Knesses HaGedolah (see Sifri 85), 
“and you should serve Him” – be strict about the 
tefillah of Shemoneh Esrei (called service of the 
heart), and recite it as it was established. And if 
you do this then you will reach the status of “and 
you should cleave to Him”.

Baalei Bris Avram

Pouring Out the Heart Corresponding
 to Spilling Blood

”בנים אתם לה‘ אלקיכם לא תתגדדו“ (יד, א)
Harav Zalman Sorotzkin, the Lutzker Rav, said:

When the prophets of the Baal wanted to show 
the power of their gods on Mount Carmel, they all 
crowded together with their swords “until blood 
was spilled on them” (Melachim I, 18:28). That 
was the custom of the idol worshippers.

But l’havdil, HaKadosh Baruch Hu tells us: 
“Banim atem…do not crowd together”, My 
children, I don’t ask that you spill your blood 
before Me, but rather spill your hearts out in 
tefillah as a son repenting before his father.

Oznayim LaTorah

Blessed is the One Who Is Merciful 
on the Land,  Blessed Is the One 

Who Is Merciful on the Creations
”כי יהיה בך אביון...בארצך אשר ה‘ אלקיך נתן לך לא תאמץ את 

לבבך“ (טו, ז)
Many ask the question: Why did the Torah write 
“in the land that Hashem…” regarding the mitzvah 
of tzedakah. Is this one of the mitzvos that are 
related to the land? By way of mussar, the Ben Ish 
Chai explains this with a story that happened to a 
poor man who, while begging for alms, knocked 
at the door of a palace of a very wealthy man. 
The door opened and he hurried to enter with his 
patched, muddy shoes, leaving ugly footprints on 
the gleaming marble floor. When the wealthy man 
saw this, he grew very angry and wanted to throw 
the poor man out right away. But the poor man, 
who was very smart, stopped him and asked to say 
a short dvar Torah.
The wealthy man agreed and the poor man began: 
“We say each morning in the tefillah of Baruch 
She’amar, “Baruch Merachem al ha’aretz, 
Baruch Merachem al habriyos.’ You, my friend, 
have merited to begin the mitzvah by having 
mercy ‘al ha’aretz,’ on the gleaming floor of your 
home. Would it not be worthy of you to complete 
the mitzvah by being merciful upon creations?!” 
The wealthy man heard this and he blushed in 
embarrassment. He hurried to give the poor man a 
generous donation, and then escorted him from his 
home with dignity. 
Similarly, we can explain this passuk: “If there 
will be a poor man among you…” When a poor 
man comes to ask for your help, remember your 
investment “in the land that Hashem your G-d 
gives you,” – in your nice house and with your 
lucrative assets, and through that, “don’t harden 
your heart,” towards your brother, because he was 
also created with the Tzelem Elokim just like you.

Od Yosef Chai
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IN THE PATHWAYS OF FAITH Divrei Torah About Amen and Tefillah in the Parashah

Amen – a Segulah for Wealth
”אפס כי לא יהיה בך אביון“ (טו, ב)

“Ki lo yihiyeh” is numerically equivalent to 
amen, and likewise, “becha evyon” is also 
numerically equivalent to amen. This hints to 
the words of the Zohar (Vayeilech 285 2) that 
in the merit of replying amen a person merits 
the abundance of brachos from above, and 
thus distances poverty from himself.
Furthermore, it can be explained that the 
Torah hinted here to the fact that one who is 
careful about replying amen will not arrive 
in the World to Come as an “evyon”, poverty 
stricken, in mitzvos and good deeds. Chazal 
have said of the evil people in Am Yisrael 
(Agadas Bereishis 79): “Even if he has 
nothing except for the rewards of amen – it 
is enough.”

Sefer Hagematrios p. 188

Chazal said (Shabbos 119b): “Anyone who answers amen with all his might 
has the gates of Gan Eden opened before him.”

Harav Shlomo of Karlin explained: The gates of Gan Eden are the “shaarei 
teshuvah,” the gates of repentance, and with this, Chazal have promised us 
that anyone who strengthens himself with reciting amen will have the gates 

Above opened for him and his teshuvah will be accepted with love. 
(Bais Aharon , Haggadah Shel Pesach)

At the beginning of the month of Elul, which is upon us, let us strengthen 
ourselves to recite amen with kavanah each day, and with that we should 
merit to have the Gates of Repentance opened to us, and may we merit a 

blessed, good year.
Livrachah velo liklalah amen (the acronym of Elul).
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After reciting Mizmor Lesodah, 
we continue with Yehi Kevod. This 
passage is comprised of various 
pesukim from Tanach, primarily from 
Tehillim, which were compiled with 
great and deep wisdom (the Chida, 
Kesher Godel 7) which express the 
greatness of Hashem and the loftiness 
of His reign over all creations.
The Bais Yosef (Orach Chaim 51 
9) writes in the name of the Orchos 
Chaim, that in the pesukim of Yehi 
Kevod, there are twenty one mentions 
[of Hashem’s Name], equal to the 
number of pesukim in Tehillah 
L’Dovid, and the Levush (ibid) 
added that this chapter is a form of 
introduction to the chapter of Tehillah 
L’Dovid (Ashrei) which follows it and 
that is why the number of mentions 
in it corresponds to the number of 
pesukim in Ashrei. Although if one 
counts, one can see only 19 mentions, 
by adding to them the letters of the 
acronym “Yishmechu Hashamayim 
Vesagel Ha’aretz”, which make up 
Shem Havayah, and the mention of 
Hashem in the passuk “Ki Yaakov 
bachar lo K-ah” we find 21 mentions.
The Yesod Veshoresh Ha’avodah 
(Shaar Gimmel 4) points out that 
anyone perusing the writings of the 
Ari and understands the greatness 
of these 19 pesukim, will surely be 
enthused in his heart to say them 
with great kavanah and deliberation. 
The number of these pesukim, the 
Names of Hashem, and each word 
all have significant meaning in Toras 
HaSod, and therefore, just reciting 
them arouses the heart of a person 
to enthusiasm and great joy when he 
recognizes the greatness of Hashem.
Harav Yosef Tzvi Dinner, zt”l, the 
Rav of London, would stand when 
reciting Yehi Kevod, noting, ‘How 
can one sit down when mentioning 
the Name of Hashem 19 times?!’ 
(Darchei Yosef Tzvi 1)

How Is Hashem Pleased With 
Our Actions?

The Gemara (Chulin 60a) notes 
regarding the passuk that begins the 
passage (Tehillim 104:31): “Yehi kevod 
Hashem l’olam yismach Hashem 
bemaasav”: “Rabi Chanina bar Papa 
explains that this passuk was said by 
the Sar of the World; when HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu said “lemineihu” 
(according to its kind) regarding 
the trees, the grasses derived a kal 
vechomer for themselves: If Hashem 
wanted there to be a disordered 
jumble, why did He say “lemineihu” 
with regard to the trees? Furthermore, 
trees, which do not customarily grow 
in a jumble, were noted by Hashem 
to be “lemineihu” then how much 
more so is that the case for us, the 
grasses. Immediately, each one of 
them emerged by its kind. The Sar of 
the World said, ‘Yehi Kevod Hashem 
l’olam yismach Hashem bemaasav.’”
Indeed, the song of the grass in 
Perek Shirah is “Yehi Kevod Hashem 
L’Olam” and in the explanation of 
the Perek Shirah, the Birchas Hashir 
explains:

The special praise of the grass, through 
which the Honor of Hashem grew, as 
the Sar of the World said, is expressed 
by the fact that they were the first ones 
who acted “lifnim mishuras hadin,” 
above and beyond what was required 
of them. Even though they were not 
specifically called upon not to grow 
in a jumble, they derived the kal 
v’chomer by themselves and did so of 
their own accord.
A person can derive a mussar lesson 
for himself: Chazal say that the 
primary reward for mitzvos is not 
given in this world (See Kiddushin 
39b), but there is an exception for 
anyone who acts lifnim mishuras 
hadin to generate nachas ruach for his 
Creator. Because with this person’s 
actions, Hashem’s honor in the world 
is increased, he receives great reward 
even in this world. As Chazal said 
(Brachos 20b), HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
is nosei panim to Yisrael because they 
are strict with themselves to make a 
brachah even when they eat less than 
a portion that satisfies them—hence 
they act lifnim mishuras hadin.
Like the grass, every person can take 
mussar for himself and be strict to 
honor Hashem even more than he 
was commanded. As Chazal explain 
(Shabbos 133b) from the passuk: 
“Zeh Keli v’anveihu” – “beautify the 
mitzvos before Him; make before Him 
a nice succah and have a nice lulav.” 
If that’s how we will act, then we 
are guaranteed that Hashem will be 
pleased with us and will turn a kind 
Face to us.

Hashem Melech Hashem 
Malach Hashem Yimloch

Later in the chapter, we recite the well 
known passuk “Hashem Melech…
Hashem Yimloch l’olam va’ed.” 
This passuk is a combination of 
three pesukim that together create 
a wonderful tapestry that expresses 
deep rooted faith in the Creator.
Many have asked why Chazal did 
not arrange this passuk in the natural 
order of tenses: first “malach” in the 
past tense, then “melech” in present 
and then “yimloch” in the future 
tense?
Simply, Rabbeinu Bechayei explains, 
because there is no applying past and 
future tenses to Hashem, as David 
Hamelech said (Tehillim 102:28), 
therefore we begin first with the 
present tense.
Harav Shimshon Pinkus, zt”l, 
explained this beautifully: While 
we are in the darkness of the Galus, 
we cannot see “eye to eye”, every 
moment of the revelation of Kavod 
Hashem to each person. Sometimes, 
Hashem’s behavior is hidden from us, 
and it appears as though He only ruled 
in the past and will be a King in the 
future, but in the present, His actions 
are concealed from us.
That’s why Chazal wrote the passuk: 
“Hashem Melech, Hashem Malach 
Hashem Yimloch,” to teach us that He 
is King in the present even when He is 
hidden from our view.”

Yehi Kevod Hashem L’Olamod Hash
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The clear night sky that covered the 
city of Eyvye (Iwya) that night was 
like a glittering blanket adorned with 
thousands of twinkling stars. A pastoral 
silence reigned over the rickety huts, 
and the residents of the city slept deeply, 
accumulating energy for another day of 
toil.
Suddenly, a terrifying shriek broke the 
silence: “Fire!” The black skies were 
illuminated by massive flames, and 
within a moment, the empty streets filled 
with people. Men, women and children, 
confused and panicked, dashed to and fro, 
not knowing where to go and what to do.
After a few minutes of utter chaos, several 
people recovered and began lugging 
buckets of water towards the source of 
the fire. But their efforts seemed futile 
and the fire spread rapidly between the 
straw thatched roofs that covered the little 
houses. The residents were helpless as they 
fled to the fields with a few possessions 
that they managed to save, and from far, 
they watched everything they owned going 
up in smoke.
This wasn’t the first fire to strike Eyvye, 
which was known for its dismal poverty. 
Time after time, the residents had to 
rebuild their homes, and from the same 
cheap, yet available, material: wood and 
straw. As a result, they lived in a constant 
cycle of destruction by fire and rebuilding 
with the same highly flammable materials. 
There seemed no way out of this trap, that 
often cost human lives as well. 

*
Although Eyvye was extremely poor, it 
was rich in spiritual treasures, as Chazal 
say, “Be careful regarding the sons of 
poor people because Torah will come forth 
from them.” The town produced many 
generations of Torah scholars.
One of its most famous personalities was 
Harav Moshe of Eyvye, a disciple of the 
Vilna Gaon, who served as the town’s rav 
for many years. His offspring, as well, 
were known as erudite scholars, and they 
succeeded him in his position, illuminating 
the world with their Torah. Another native 
of the town was Harav Chaim Ozer 
Grodzinski, who, as a boy was dubbed the 
“Illuy of Eyvye.”
For many years, Rav Moshe served as the 
rav of the town, imparting Torah, mussar 
and Yiras Shamayim to his flock. In turn, 
the residents loved him deeply and cleaved 
to him heart and soul.
One can only imagine Rav Moshe’s 
anguish as he watched time and again as 
the members of his community rebuilt 
their homes after the repeated fires, from 
the same combustible wood because it was 
all they could afford. As much as he tried, 
there was little he could do to help them.

*
It was towards the end of Rav Moshe’s life, 
when he was already bedridden, weak and 
wracked with pain after a severe illness. 
Day and night, his community davened for 
his recovery, but the situation only grew 
worse. One day, the news spread that their 
revered Rav wanted to deliver words of 
parting from his deathbed.
In a flash, they all gathered at the Rav’s 
house. No one wanted to miss these special 
moments. The small house almost burst at 
the seams with the crowds, and those who 
came late had no choice but to listen from 
the windows.
In a weak voice, the Rav began to speak 
his final words, and one of those present 
volunteered to repeat the words loudly 
for those who could not hear. Despite 
his condition, the Rav went into great 
detail about various matters that needed 
improving, both between man and his 
fellow man, and between man and his 
Creator. 

“My dear children, these are the final 
moments of my life. You know that you 
were always very dear and close to my 
heart, and I wanted only the best for you. I 
was especially pained to see the tragedies 
that struck you time after time, when your 
homes turned into ash from the fires. As 
the danger has not yet passed, I want to 
promise you that every one of you who 
will undertake to be careful about reciting 
Birchas Hamazon—only from the written 
text inside a Siddur—will not have his 
home damaged by fire…”
The rav concluded with these words. His 
head fell back on his pillow, and to the 
cries of Shema Yisrael, his soul rose to the 
Heavens.

*
Even after the period of mourning for 
their Rav passed, the impressions of the 
last speech he gave remained strong in 
the minds of the community. Most of 
them fulfilled their Rav’s advice and were 
careful to recite Birchas Hamazon from 
the written text.
However, there were a small minority of 
residents in Eyvye who were either too 
lazy or too derisive of the idea and did not 
comply.
Like Eliezer the Blacksmith.
This Eliezer, who was also present at the 
Rav’s last audience with his community, 
ignored the advice for some reason. 
While most of his friends and neighbors 
bentsched from the written text with 
kavanah, he quickly mumbled the words 
by heart, and often, he missed entire 
passages; he certainly never had much 
kavanah.

*
A few year later, the Rav’s brachah was 
put to the test.
Once again, the residents of Eyvye woke 
up to the shouts of “Fire!” Again, they 
needed to flee in the night with nothing but 
the clothes are their backs, and to watch 
helplessly as their work went up in flames. 
Eliezer also fled his home in fear, noticing 
out of the corner of his eye that the fire 
was rapidly catching onto the homes in 
the non-Jewish neighborhoods, and was 
threatening to engulf his home, which was 
on the outskirts of the Jewish part of town.
Painfully, he remembered that awe-
inspiring evening when the Rav had 
pleaded—and promised—his community 
that whoever would undertake to recite 
Birchas Hamazon from the written text 
would see his home protected from fire. 
I’m too late, he thought to himself in 
anguish, as he hastened away from the fire 
zone. 
Suddenly, a though crossed his mind: 
Perhaps it is not yet too late. I was there 
at the time, and really wanted to undertake 
what the Rav said, but I was too lazy and 
that was what prevented me from doing so.
In a flash, Eliezer dashed towards the 
cemetery on the outskirts of the city, where 
he fell upon the Rav’s headstone and began 
to sob mightily. ‘I pledge that from now 
on I will be very strict—along with my 
family—not to bentsch quickly and with 
no kavanah. Rather we will recite the 
words from the text, with kavanah. Please, 
Rebbi, daven for me in Heaven that my 
home and possessions should not go up in 
flames…”
The fire raged for some time, consuming 
everything in its path. Meanwhile, Eliezer 
was pouring his heart out at the kever 
of the tzaddik. Even before he finished 
davening, the fire calmed down, and 
stopped at his doorstep, and then receded, 
as though it had never been there. Wonder 
of wonders…

Torani Supplement, Pesach 5770

Birchas Hamazon Put Out the Fire


