
Avraham’s Plea For the Shechinah to Dwell
”אל נא תעבר מעל עבדך“ (יח, ג)

With these words Avraham Avinu makes a very 
elevated request, which is the key to all our tefillos 
and pleas from that point to this day: Ribbono Shel 
Olam, “al na taavor me’al avdecha” – please let 
Your Shechinah constantly dwell among us, and 
don’t ever hide Your Face from us.
As Avraham Avinu merited to be answered right 
away, as it says (passuk 17) “V’Hashem amar 
hamechaseh Ani mei’Avraham asher ani oseh,” so, 
too, we hope in all our requests that the Shechinah 
should dwell among us and our tefillos should be 
answered with compassion.

Heichal Rachel

“Achar Taavoru” – Without Birchas Hamazon
”ואקחה פת לחם וסעדו לבכם אחר תעברו“ (יח, ה)

The opinion of the Yereim (Vol. II 253) is well 
known: one who eats a kezayis of bread and 
does not drink with it even if he is thirsty, is not 
obligated in Birchas Hamazon.
The Meshech Chochmah explains that this 
passuk is an allusion to this halachah: Avraham 
said to the angels, ‘And I will take a piece of bread 
and you will eat your fill.” Because I will give you 
bread without water, even though you are thirsty, 
therefore “achar taavoru” you will be able to 
immediately go on your way and you won’t have 
to bentch after you eat.
Avraham’s Tefillah Benefitted His Descendents

”וה‘ אמר המכסה אני מאברהם אשר אני עשה: ואברהם היו יהיה 
לגוי גדול ועצום“ (יח, יז-יח)

One who delves into these pesukim might wonder 
about the connection between them. Is it because 
Avraham is destined to be a great nation that he 
needs to be informed about overturning Sodom? 
Furthermore, Hashem knew from the start that 
there were no ten righteous people in Sodom, 
and that Avraham’s tefillah was going to be 
rejected from the start, so what was the purpose of 
revealing it to him? 
The Dubno Maggid explains that these two 
questions are answered one by the other, and 
illustrates it with a parable: Two merchants 
arrived in a big city, one an older man and one 

quite young. They look around them, impressed 
by the large stores full of merchandise. Then 

the older man said to his younger friend as he 
eyed a magnificent suit displayed in one of the 
display windows. ‘Oh, how I would want to buy 
such a suit for my beloved youngest child, but I 
cannot do that because I’m afraid the suit won’t 
fit him exactly and I will have spent my money 
for nothing.’ By contrast, the younger one happily 
purchased the suit, remarking ‘I’m not afraid of 
that, because I am blessed with many children, 
and if it doesn’t fit one child it can fit another, and 
if not this year then in some year in the future.’ 
Here, too, HaKadosh Baruch Hu said: It is true 

that Avraham’s tefillos will not be effective for the 
people of Sodom, but still, I will not hide the plans 
to destroy Sodom from him, because he is destined 
to become a “goy gadol v’atzum”, and even if his 
tefillos do not benefit the people of Sodom, they 
will benefit future generations that will come from 
him, and save them from all troubles. 

Ohel Yaakov, Lech Lecha

Tefillah Is Greater than Prophecy
”ואברהם עודנו עמד לפני ה‘: ויגש אברהם ויאמר“ (יח, כב-כג)

Harav Aharon Leib Steinman, shlita, explains:
This passuk is the proof of a concept elucidated by 
Rabbeinu Bechayei (Devarim 11:13) that the level 
of tefillah is greater than the level of prophecy. 
Here, Avraham Avinu already stood “before 
Hashem” – in a state of nevuah, and nevertheless, 
when he came to daven for the people of Sodom he 
said: “Vayigash Avraham vayomar” – ‘vayigash’ 
is a language of increased closeness (see Rokeach 
Hilchos Tefillah 322), proving that tefillah is 
greater than prophecy.

Ayeles Hashachar; Tiferes Shimshon

Tefillah L’Ani Ki Yaatof
”ויען אברהם ויאמר הנה נא הואלתי לדבר אל אדני ואנכי עפר 

ואפר“ (יח, כז)

The halachah (see Brachos 10b) is that one who 
davens need to approach tefillah like a poor man 
at the door, with tears and a broken heart, as David 
Hamelech said (Tehillim 102:1) “Tefillah l’ani ki 
yaatof velifnei Hashem yishpoch sicho.”
Therefore, Avraham Avinu preceded his tefillah 
with a declaration: “v’anochi afar v’efer,” I am 
dirt and ash, because by minimizing himself like a 
poor person, he tried to arouse compassion before 
Hashem.

Drushim Velikchei Mussar (Letalmid Mahara”m Banet)

Avraham Remained Righteous 
”ואברהם שב למקמו“ (יט, לג)

The tzaddik Harav Yechezkel of Shineva offers a 
wonderful message from this passuk:
Although Avraham Avinu’s plea was not 
answered, and Sodom was reduced to sulfur and 
salt, Avraham did not become sad or dejected. He 
remained firm in his pure faith that everything 
Hashem does is just, and continued to serve 
Hashem in a state of joy. 
That is what the passuk says here: “V’Avraham 
shav limkomo” – he returned to the same state 
of mind, with no weakening, and to the same 
spiritual level that he had been on earlier, before 
he had begun asking about Sodom.

Divrei Yechezkel
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IN THE PATHWAYS OF FAITH Divrei Torah About Amen and Tefillah in the Parashah

Tefillah Accepted in Merit of Amen
”אם נא מצאתי חן“ (יח, ג)

“Im na matzasi” is an acronym for amen. 
In addition, the words “im na” contain the 
word amen. Thus, the Torah hints that one 
who is careful about replying amen merits to 
find favor in the Eyes of Hashem, as it says 
in Tikkunei Zohar (40 1) that the passuk “Az 
tikra v’Hashem yaaneh,” then you will call 
and Hashem will respond (Yeshayah 58:10) is 
said about one who is careful to answer amen.

Noam Chen (Rav N.G. Weinbraub) p. 5

Amen Spares from Harsh Decrees
”וכל אשר לך בעיר הוצא מן המקום“ (יט, יב)

“Hotzei min hamakom” is an acronym of 
amen with the last letter of each word. From 
here we learn that in the merit of replaying 
amen a person is saved from harsh decrees, 
as Chazal said (Tikkunei Zohar 40 1) “one 
who answers amen with all his might, his 
decrees for seventy years are torn up.”

Vayikach Moshe

The Zohar Hakadosh says that tzaddik is an acronym for tzaddik (90) amens, dalet 
(4) Kedushos, yud (10) times Kaddish, and kuf (100) brachos. A person is only 
called a tzaddik if he is careful about these four things every day.
This is a remarkable thing – if one of these are lacking, he is no longer a tzaddik! It is 
not a matter of one more or one less amen…We are busy building a “tzaddik” and if 
one amen is lacking the entire building is missing something! It is a flawed tzaddik, 
blemished, a baal mum…

Harav Shimshon Pinkus, zt”l, Nefesh Shimshon, Siddur Tefillah, p. 138

Reciting Birchos Hachachar Bechavrusa is an easy and sure 
way to complete 90 amens ina day (Mishnah Berurah 6 23)
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Conclusion of Pesukei Dezimrah
In the first part of Pesukei Dezimrah we 
praised and glorified Hashem by reciting 
Hodu, Yehi Kevod and the Hallelukahs, 
which express the greatness of His Kingship 
that is revealed during every minute of the 
existence of the world and its creations.
The conclusion of this part, which is for the 
most part comprised of pesukim and passages 
from Tehillim, is marked by the recital of a 
series of pesukim (See Avudraham) from 
Tehillim: “Baruch Hashem l’olam amen 
v’amen” (89:53); “Baruch Hashem miTzion 
shochen Yerushalayim Hallelukah” (135:21); 
“Baruch Hashem Elokim Elokei Yisrael oseh 
niflaos levado, ubaruch Shem Kevodo l’olam 
veyemalei kevodo es kol ha’aretz amen 
v’amen.” (72: 18-19).
The reason we say these pesukim is explained 
by the Mateh Moshe (Amud Ha’avodah 54) in 
the name of the Acharonim, who says that they 
are allusions to three primary components of 
tefillah: In the first passuk, “Baruch Hashem 
l’olam”, there are five words, corresponding 
to the five words we say when we reply 
“Baruch Hashem Hamevorach l’olam 
va’ed.” The second passuk, “Baruch Hashem 
miTzion” has six words, corresponding to 
the pesukim of Shema Yisrael and Baruch 
Shem, each of which has six words. The last 
pesukim, “Baruch Hashem MiTzion” and 
“Baruch Shem Kevodo” have a combined 19 
words, the same number as the brachos of 
Shemoneh Esrei (including Velamalshinim).
The Acharonim further say (Tzelosa 
D’Avraham – Emek Brachah according 
to Sefer Hapardes from Rashi) that these 
pesukim that have the language of brachah 
and malchus, are considered a “Brachah 
shele’achareha”, a concluding brachah (like 
Yishtabach) for the main part of Pesukei 
Dezimrah, which are the Hallelukahs. 
Some Rishonim held that if they had to stop 
for some reason in the middle of Pesukei 
Dezimrah they would say these pesukim first 
as a form of a closing brachah.

Amen in This World,
 Amen in the Next World

The Midrash (Tanchuma 96 9) cites Rabi 
Yehudah ben Gadia, who explained on these 
pesukim: “Anyone who answers amen in 
this world has the merit to answer amen in 
the World to Come. How do we know this? 
Baruch Hashem Elokei Yisrael mei’haolam 
v’ad ha’olam amen v’amen.’ What is amen 
v’amen? Amen in this world and amen in the 
World to Come!”
The reference to the answering amen in 
the World to Come is made in the Midrash 
(Tanna Devei Eliyahu Zuta 20) after a 
description of the feast of the livyasan that 
is saved for tzaddikim in the World to Come: 
“After they eat and drink and bentsch, 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu brings the Torah and 
rests it close to Him and delves into the Torah 
and in the laws of purity and issur v’heter 
and halachos, and David says (Kaddish of) 
Aggadah before Hashem, and the tzaddikim 
reply: ‘Yehei Shemo Hagadol mevorach 
l’olam ul’olmei olamim,’ in Gan Eden, and 
the sinners in Am Yisrael reply amen from 
Gehinnom. HaKaodsh Baruch Hu telss the 
angels: Who are those who are replying amen 
from Gehinnom? They tell Him: Ribbono 
shel Olam, they are the sinners of Am Yisrael, 
who although they are in Gehinnom in great 
distress, they strengthen themselves and say 
amen before You. HaKadosh Baruch Hu tells 
the ministering angels: Open Gan Eden for 
them and let them come and sing before Me, 
as it says (Yeshaya 26:2): ‘Pischu shearim 
veyavo goy tzaddik shomer emunim.’ Read 
emunim as one who says amen.”

It seems that it is not for naught that Pesukei 
Dezimrah concludes with the words “amen 
v’amen”, because with this we complete and 
affirm all the brachos and praises mentioned 
until now, both those revealed to our eyes 
during life on this world, and those that are 
concealed from our eyes in this world but 
which will be revealed to all in the World to 
Come, when Hashem reveals His Glory to 
all. (Nefesh Shimshon, Siddur Levaker Rina).

Why Was the World Created with the 
Letter Beis?

While on the subject of the great praise we 
express with these pesukim, it is worthwhile 
to note here the beautiful Midrash in Yalkut 
Shimoni (Bereishis Remez 1) on the passuk 
(Tehillim 33:6): “Bidvar Hashem Shamayim 
naasu”:
“Rabi Akiva said, these twenty two letters that 
the Torah was given with…when Hashem 
wanted to create the world, they came down 
and stood before Hashem. One said ‘create 
the world with me’ and another said ‘create 
the world with me’…The beis entered last 
and said before Hasheim: Ribbono shel 
Olam, it is Your will that the world be created 
with me because it is with me that they say 
each day ‘Baruch Hashem l’olam amen 
v’amen.’ HaKadosh Baruch Hu replied: Yes, 
baruch haba b’Shem Hashem! Immediately 
Hashem accepted him and created the world 
with the beis, as it says (Bereishis 1:1) 
“Bereishes bara.”

Amen V’Amen Instead of 90 Amens 
In conclusion we bring the wonderful idea 
offered by the Ben Ish Chai (Vayeishev 15) 
in the name of the sefer Keser Malchus, a 
manuscript, which can help each person reply 
90 amens each day even when he’s precluded 
from fulfilling the dictates of Chazal (see 
Tikkunei Zohar 19, p. 40 2) to do so:
“There is a nice custom for a person to say 
the passuk ‘Baruch Hashem l’olam amen 
v’amen’ fifty four times each day, and when 
he says ‘amen v’amen’ he should have in 
mind to combine the Names of Hashem 
Havayah and Adnus. This passuk will help 
him in place of the ninety amens that a person 
is required to say each day, at a time when he 
is unable to reply, such as if he is sitting home 
alone and cannot go to shul.”
The Ben Ish Chai then added to the words 
of the Keser Malchus: “And it seems to me 
that this is a nice custom, and I practiced 
saying this passuk the amount of times 
mentioned each day, after the parashah of 
Birchas Kohanim that we say after Birchos 
Hashachar each day, and I did it so that I 
should not forget to do it, because I had set 
aside a specific time for it.”
It’s also apt to note another piece of advice 
that the Rem”a MiPano writes (Shu”t, 109) 
through which every person can easily 
complete the quote of 90 amens a day and 
thus be called a “tzaddik gamur” (as the 
Zohar there says):
“And it is a good custom that the Shat”z 
should recite Birchos Hashachar aloud…and 
moreover, friends who sleep in one room, 
and yeshivah students, should get up and 
each one should make the brachos himself 
and his friends should answer amen, and then 
they should go to shul. Whoever makes the 
brachos himself, afterwards, his wife and 
children, old and young, should recite the 
brachos. There is nothing more beloved than 
this, and that is the halachah for those who 
make the brachos in shul one after another to 
benefit the rabbim to answer amen.”

Baruch Hashem L’Olam Amen V’Amenshem L’Ol

Prayer of Faith A Story of Faith A Weekly Story About 
Amen and TefillahA Glance at the Seder Hatefillah

There have been countless stories 
told about the value and reward 
of davening with a minyan, both 
from previous generations and in 
our time. This story was told by the 
person it happened to after he was 
moser nefesh to daven with minyan 
and his life was saved as a result. 
Reb Yaakov, an avreich who lived 
in one of the southern cities in 
Israel, worked as a sofer sta”m to 
supplement his income. He earned 
a reputation as an expert sofer who 
was a yarei Shamayim, and he 
was highly sought after by clients. 
However, he did not rush to accept 
orders because he spent most of his 
day learning, and allocated just a 
few hours each day for writing.
He chose to write in the late night 
hours, because that’s when it was 
quiet and he could work with a 
clear mind and no distractions. He 
also appreciated the crisp night air. 
All these factors made him more 
productive than during the day. So 
each day, after Maariv, he would 
go to the small room he had rented, 
and he would write sifrei Torah, 
tefillin, and mezuzos until close to 
midnight, at which time he returned 
home to sleep.
This story happened on summer 
night at the beginning of Operation 
Cast Lead. The southern region was 
tense and fearful because of the war 
raging just a short distance away. 
For reasons out of his control, Reb 
Yaakov missed his regular Maariv 
minyan that night, and he decided 
to go to his room and write only 
until 10:30, when the last Maariv 
minyan was to take place in his city.
That night, something happened to 
Reb Yaakov that had not happened 
in a very long time. Just a few 
minutes after he began writing, he 
fell asleep at his worktable. When 
he awoke suddenly, his watch told 
him that it was…one o’clock in the 
morning.
The first thought that entered his 
mind was to continue writing until 
morning. He needed to meet his 
commitments and make up the lost 
hours. But as soon as he picked up 
his quill, he suddenly remembered 
that he had not yet davened 
Maariv…
Reb Yaakov was very scrupulous 
not to miss a single tefillah with 
minyan. He had undertaken this 
commitment as a bochur, when he 
needed a big yeshuah. His Rebbi 
advised him to commit to davening 
with minyan, and shortly after he 
did he saw a miraculous yeshuah. 
Now, Reb Yaakov had no choice. 
Despite the urge to do otherwise, he 
got into his car, and turned towards 
Bnei Brak, where he was sure he 
would find a minyan even at this 
late hour.
To illustrate just what a sacrifice it 
was to keep to his kabbalah, let us 
note that it was a drive of one and 
a quarter hours in each direction, 
plus gas expenses, not to mention 
the lost hours of writing that would 
set him back.
Reb Yaakov had every excuse to 
convince himself that just this 
once, he had to forego the minyan. 
But he didn’t; he decided to keep to 

his kabbalah at all costs, and in his 
heart, he was sure he would sustain 
no harm or damage from that.
The car sped down the empty 
highways and after some time, he 
found himself walking into one of 
the main shuls in Bnei Brak, as a 
minyan for Maariv was about to 
begin.
The tefillah came to an end, and 
Reb Yaakov clearly felt uplifted by 
it. It was no wonder; it wasn’t every 
day that a person had the merit to 
daven with such mesirus nefesh. He 
hurried back to his car, harboring 
the faint hope that he could get in a 
bit of writing before morning.
Because of the late hour, he didn’t 
think it was right of him to call 
home to inform his family of his 
unexpected plans. But suddenly, 
his cell phone began to ring. Reb 
Yaakov was surprised to see his 
home number of the screen.
He heard his wife’s voice, sounding 
panicked, and there were children 
crying in the background.
Reb Yaakov realized that something 
bad had happened—remember, 
it was wartime and there was 
constant fear and tension. Afraid of 
what the news could be, he stopped 
at the side of the road so he could 
pay attention to the call.
Chokingly, his wife related that 
a missile fired by the terrorists in 
Gaza had directly struck a building 
in their neighborhood. She didn’t 
know details yet, but because 
the explosion had come from the 
direction of the room where he 
wrote, she wanted to make sure he 
was alright. Now she could breathe 
a sigh of relief.
A huge surprise waited for him when 
he arrived in his neighborhood. The 
quiet side street where he rented his 
workroom was bustling with police 
and rescue forces. When he drew a 
bit closer, the extent of the miracle 
became clear. 
The room where he sat each 
night—and had planned to spend 
this past night as well—had 
sustained a direct hit from a Grad 
missile whose warhead was packed 
with metal ball bearings that were 
now scattered all over. The radar 
system had not detected the missile, 
and no sirens or Iron Dome anti-
missile were triggered. The missile 
fell with no prior warning.
The neighbors, who knew him 
well, stared at him in astonishment. 
In their hearts they were already 
mourning for him, and suddenly, 
there he was, walking towards 
them. It was nothing short of 
techiyas hameisim in their eyes.
Reb Yaakov knew exactly why he 
had been spared; the open miracle 
left him no doubts. He looked into 
the destroyed room and shuddered 
when he thought about what would 
have happened had he capitulated 
and forgone his commitment, and 
where he would have been at this 
moment…if at all…

Emunah Sheleimah, Vayeilech

Ein Pegiah Ela Tefillah—Saved from a Direct Hit by Tefillah


