
The Sixth Day of “Zos Chukas HaTorah”
”זאת חקת התורה“ (יט ב)

“Da gezeiras Oraisa.” (Onkelos)
On Friday of Shabbos Parashas Chukas in the 
year 5004, the world darkened when twenty 
four wagons loaded with sifrei kodesh, including 
1200 rare manuscripts on the Talmud and its 
commentaries, were taken to Paris’ central square 
and set aflame by priests, yimach shemam. 
We all lament this terrible fire on Tisha B’Av 
in the well known Kinah of the Mahara”m 
of Rutenberg, zy”a: “Sha’ali serufah ba’eish 
lashalom aveilayich,…vesarfu shelal shalal elyon 
asher timas lavo kehalechah.”
Harav Tzidkiyah ben Rabi Avraham Harofei 
wrote in his sefer Shibbolei Haleket (263): “From 
the Rabbanim who were there, we heard that they 
did a she’ilas chalom, to know if this was a decree 
from the Creator, and the response was ‘Veda 
gezeiras Oraisa!’ This means: the decree applies 
to the Friday of Parashas Zos Chukkas HaTorah. 
From that day on, a few people undertook to fast 
on this day each year on Erev Shabbos Chukas, a 
fast day set by the day of the week and parashah 
that is read, not by the date.”
Incidentally, the sefer Ohel Moshe on our 
parashah adds that the fact that this fast was 
determined according to the Krias HaTorah of the 
week and not according to the date on which the 
decree occurred teaches us the loftiness and the 
greatness of the mitzvah of Krias HaTorah.

And Remove the Satan from Before 
Us and Behind Us

”זאת חקת התורה“ (יט ב)
“Because the Satan and the nations of the world 
tease Bnei Yisrael and say, what is this mitzvah? 
What is its purpose? Therefore, it was written 
“chukah” – it is a decree before Me and you have 
no right to second guess it afterwards.” (Rashi)
Harav Meir of Premishlan learned a wonderful 
lesson from Rashi’s language:
That is the fickle way of the Satan, which is the 
yetzer hara. When a person wants to do a mitzvah, 

the Satan tries to dissuade the person by saying: 
‘What is this mitzvah? How important could 

this minor, easy mitzvah be to Hashem?!’ Then 
afterwards, when the person overcomes the 
yetzer hara and does the mitzvah, the Satan tries 
to damage it by infusing the person with feelings 
of pride. He praises the person:  “What a ta’am 
this mitzvah has!” – what a wonderful ta’am this 
tremendous mitzvah has that you overcame the 
urge and performed it, infusing the person with 
self pride. 
The answer to these claims is alluded to in the 
words of Rashi about the claim that the Satan 
makes before the mitzvah: what import does 
it have, and he answers: “It is a decree before 
Me-milfanai!” and about the thoughts of pride 
afterwards “You have no permission to second 
guess it afterwards – achareha.” 
In a similar vein, we ask each day in Tefillas Arvis: 
“Vehaser Satan milfaneinu umei’achoreinu” – 
Ribbono shel Olam, please remove the Satan that 
seeks to dissuade us with different arguments 
before and after doing the mitzvah.

Divrei Meir; Raza DeShabbos, Parashas Ki Seitzei

Reading Parashas Parah An 
Obligation From the Torah

”זאת חקת התורה אשר צוה ה‘ לאמר דבר אל בני ישראל 
ויקחו אליך פרה אדמה תמימה“ (יט כ)

The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 684 7) says: 
“Some say that Parashas Zachor and Parashas 
Parah are a Torah obligation to read.” But the 
Magen Avraham (ibid) questions this opinion: 
Where do we find in the Torah an obligation to 
read Parashas Parah?
The Acharonim bring several possible sources for 
this mitzvah:
1. One of the Six Zechiros that we were commanded 
on in the Torah is to remember the sin of the Eigel, 
as it says (Devarim 9:7): “Zechor, remember do 
not forget how you angered Hashem in the desert.” 
Because we do not read the parashah of the Eigel 
in order not to arouse a kitrug, a prosecution, 
against Yisrael (Magen Avraham 60 20), therefore, 
it was established for us to read Parashas Parah, 
which was an atonement for the sin of the Eigel, 
and that is how we fulfill this remembrance.
Shu”t Arugas Habosem Orach Chaim 25 in the name of the 

Yismach Moshe; Artzos Hachaim [Malbim] 1 4

2. We learn from the fact that the Torah repeated 
and wrote here: “Asher tzivah Hashem leimor” 
even though it already said in the previous passuk 
“Vayedaber Hashem el Moshe v’el Aharon 
leimor” we learn that even when the mitzvah of 
parah adumah is no longer practiced, there is an 
obligation for future generations to recite it during 
the Torah reading.

Chochmas Chaim [Harav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld]

3. The Torah writes twice in this parashah 
“lechukas olam” (passuk 10 and 11). The first 
one teaches us that sprinkling the ash of the cow 
is not dependent on whether the Bais Hamikdash 
exists, and even after the Churban, they continued 
sprinkling the impure people. The second comes 
to teach us that even when we do not have the ash 
of the cow, it was established that we read about it 
“lechukas olam.”

Aruch Hashulchan, Orach Chaim 5685 7
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IN THE PATHWAYS OF FAITH Divrei Torah About Amen and Tefillah in the Parashah

Eifer, Metzora, Nidchei
”ואסף איש טהור את אפר הפרה“ (יט ט)

The Baal Haturim brings two more pesukim 
where the word “ve’asaf” appears: “Ve’asaf 
hametzora,” (Melachim II, 5:11) and “Ve’asaf 
nidchei Yisrael.” He explains: When we merit 
that the words “Ve’asaf nidchei Yisrael” are 
fulfilled on us then “v’asaf hametzora” – 
then all the ailments, including the tzara’as, 
will disappear from the world, as will death 
(Yeshayah 25:8). Therefore, the words 
“Ve’asaf …es eifer haparah” will also be 
fulfilled, because there will be no use for it 
anymore.
We can add to this by way of remez: the 
acronym of “eifer metzorah nidchei” is 
amen to teach us that in order to merit the 
Redemption and the annulment of death and 
disease, we need to be strict about answering 
amen, whose power is great to hasten the 
Geulah.

Divrei Meir [Rav M.Z. Zelcer]

Let is appreciate the diamonds 
that fall into our lot each day

Let us awaken and become stronger 
in answering amen and thus we will 

merit to have the doors of Gan Eden 
open for us. Amen.
Amen, because I believe.

On the words of the Midrash Rabbah (Devarim Rabbah 7 1):
”אין גדול לפני הקדוש ברוך הוא יותר מאמן שישראל עונים“
The sefer Lev Simchah says (Ki Savo):
“Perhaps the world needs to become more aware 
to know the greatness and importance and virtue 
of replying amen. People do not know what they 
merited – this great thing
 of answering amen…”
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The Reason for the Creation of 
“Refuos”

The daughter of Harav Baruch of 
Mezhibuzh once became deathly ill. 
His confidants went to the renowned 
pious doctor, Reb Aharon Guardia, 
who prepared for her various potions 
that indeed, did the job and she 
emerged from danger.
When the Rebbe was informed about 
this, he said: I always wondered by 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu placed the 
powers of healing in plants, so that when 
sick people take them, they are healed, 
as the passuk says (Tehillim 107:20): 
“Yishlach devaro vayirpa’eim.” Could 
He not have healed them with an 
utterance? However, it seems fitting to 
explain that if HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
would have healed patients by way of 
miracles beyond the force of nature, 
then our bechirah, our choice, in the 
mitzvah of emunah, would be negated. 
Who would be able to question 
the greatness of Hashem and His 
Kingship after seeing such tremendous 
miracles?! Therefore, in His great 
wisdom, He decreed that the patients 
would need to be healed in natural 
ways, through doctors and remedies, 
and thus the emunah, the faith in these 
things, will be the person’s choice.
In this light, the Rebbe explained the 
wording of Birchas Yotzer Ohr: “Borei 
refuos, Nora tehillos, Adon haniflaos”: 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu created the 
“refuos” because He is “Nora tehillos”, 
meaning, He is afraid that if one would 
be healed by the Word of Hashem, 
everyone will recognize that He is 
the “Adon haniflaos” and then they 
would have no bechirah in the matter 
of emunah. (Butzina Denehora, Vol. I, 
Yeshuos Verefuos 1)

Adon Haniflaos
The meaning of the word “niflaos” 
is miracles that go beyond what is 
natural, and their essence is hidden 
from our eyes.
In the introduction to his sefer Gevuros 
Hashem, the Maharal says in the 
name of the Ralbag that one cannot 
say that the King of Kings deviates 
in the slightest from the plan that 
was set at the beginning of Creation. 
Therefore, we must say that all the 
miracles that have occurred throughout 
the generations are also part of what 
was determined at the beginning of 
Creation. As we understand that there 
was order for the system of nature, so 
too, there is an order to the system of 
miracles.
Thus, the Midrash says (Shemos 
Rabbah 21 6) about the splitting of 
the Yam Suf: “Moshe said before 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu, You tell me 
that I should split the sea…But You 
swore that You would never split 
it…HaKadosh Baruch Hu said to 
him…I conditioned from the start 
that I will split it, as it says (Shemos 
14:27): “Vayashav hayom lifnos boker 
l’eisono”, don’t read it “l’eisano” 
but rather “le’tenao”, that HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu made a tenai, a condition 
with it from the start.”
From the Midrash we can learn about 
miracles in general: Just like the 
miracle of splitting the sea was not only 
done out of necessity because Bnei 
Yisrael had nowhere to go, but rather 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu conditioned 
from the start that He would split the 
sea at the time that was planned for it, 
in order to publicize His Name in the 
world, as it says (Yeshayah 63:12): 
“Bokea mayim mipneiheim laasos Lo 
Shem Olam,” so, too, all miracles were 
planned from the beginning of creation.

For this reason we call Hashem the 
Adon Haniflaos, to teach us that 
even on those miracles that are done 
throughout history, He is still the 
“Adon”, and no other power caused 
Him chalilah, to change the nature. 
Rather, everything was planned like 
this by Him to begin with. (Sifsei 
Chaim – Rinas Chaim).

Venizkeh Kulanu Meheirah 
L’Oro

Why do we emphasize “kulanu 
meheirah” all of us and quickly?
Harav Baruch Rembach of Kovno 
explained: The Gemara (Sanhedrin 
98a) says that the Geulah can come 
at two times. If Yisrael merits, then 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu will hasten to 
redeem them before the time that was 
set. If not, then the Geulah will come 
at its appointed time. Yirmiyahu says 
of the time of the Geulah (Yirmiyahu 
3:14): “Velakachti eschem echad me’ir 
and I will take you one from a city and 
two from a family and I will bring you 
to Tzion.” The Gra explained (Likutei 
HaGra on Even Shlomo, Chapter 14, 
13) that this passuk will only take place 
if the Geulah happens “in its time.” 
But if “achishenah” is fulfilled, and it 
is hastened, then all of Yisrael will be 
redeemed together, not just one from a 
city and two from a family.
Therefore, we take care to ask: “Ohr 
chadash al tzion ta’ir venizkeh kulanu 
meheirah” – that we merit that Hashem 
hasten the Redemption, “quickly” and 
then “all of us” will merit it, and not 
just select individuals. (Siach Tzvi 
[Rav T. H. Farber] p. 67).

The Closure of the Brachah is 
Like Its Opening

There is a well known halachah that 
every long brachah needs to mention 
in its closure, something related to is 
opening. (Pesachim 104a). As such, 
the Rishonim ask about the conclusion 
of the brachah of Yotzer Ohr. How 
do we conclude with the request of 
ohr chadash al tzion ta’ir, if at the 
beginning we thanked Hashem for 
the light that already existed from 
the days of Creation, and now we are 
concluding with an “ohr chadash” that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu will illuminate 
this light for the tzaddikim in the End 
of Days—different to what we began 
the brachah with. 
Indeed, that is why some don’t recite 
the request “ohr chadash” (Tur Orach 
Chaim 59), and some added because 
of this the words “vehiskin me’oros 
mesameach  olamo asher bara” (Bais 
Yosef ibid) and some explain that that 
is why we add: “K’amur l’osei orim 
gedolim, ki l’olam chasdo.” (Orchos 
Chaim of Lunel, Vol. I, din Barchu, 2)
Practically, the Tur says (ibid) in the 
name of his father the Rosh (Shu”t, 
Klal 4, Din 20) that the request of “ohr 
chadash al Tzion ta’ir” is also part of 
the opening, because the same light 
that was created during the Six Days 
of Creation, and about whose creation 
we praise in Yotzer Ohr, that is the light 
that was hidden for the tzaddikim in the 
End of Days, because most people will 
not be able to withstand it. HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu is destined to renew this 
light that was created in the beginning, 
in the End of Days.

Birchas Yotzer Ohr (9)
th
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A Glance at the 
Seder Hatefillah

A short time after the passing of his revered 
father, Harav Yitzchak Eizik of Zidichoiv, 
his son, the Rebbe Rav Shlomo Yaakov 
settled in the city of Stryi, where many of his 
father’s Chassidim lived. Out of respect and 
admiration for their beloved and unforgettable 
Rebbe, some of the wealthy Chassidim 
purchased a spacious home for his son and 
his family. They even built a beautiful bais 
medrash right near the house.
As time passed, Rav Shlomo Yaakov’s 
reputation spread throughout the residents 
of the city, even among those who were not 
Zidichoiver Chassidim, as a holy man and 
a genuine ohev Yisrael. Although by nature, 
he was modest and preferred to avoid the 
limelight, his bais medrash quickly became 
a locus for masses who streamed to him for 
advice and brachos.
Life could have continued on this idyllic 
trajectory if not for that terrible night when a 
huge fire broke out in the city of Stryi. Most 
of the towns homes, made of wood and straw, 
were rapidly reduced to a pile of ash and 
scorched stone. 
The Rebbe’s home and bais medrash also went 
up in flames. Many of the residents of the city, 
who lost everything they owned in minutes, 
scattered all over in search of new homes 
or places to stay. The Rebbe was left alone, 
with his family, including little children, 
with nothing but the clothes on their backs.
The Rebbe’s acquaintances advised him 
to take up his wandering stick and travel 
to distant Hungary, where several affluent 
Zidichoiver Chassidim and admirers lived. 
The hope was that they would be happy to 
help him resurrect the ruins and rebuild his 
home and his court. 
With a heavy heart the Rebbe parted from his 
family and set out in his way. The monotonous 
scenery that filled the horizon did little to lift 
him out of his dismal mood caused by the 
recent events. He was also very concerned 
about the future. Throughout the trip, the 
Rebbe enveloped himself in silence, and only 
towards evening did he ask the wagon driver 
to stop on the side of the road so he could 
daven Minchah.
The Rebbe climbed down from the carriage, 
washed his hands, and began to recite 
Korbanos. His voice was quiet at first, but it 
grew louder and more fervent as the tefillah 
proceeded. When he reached Shemoneh Esrei, 
he could not contain himself and tears began 
to flow from his eyes.
His heartfelt tefillah continued longer than 
normal. At one point, the wagon driver 
thought that he had fallen asleep. Fearing 
the impending darkness, he gently hinted to 
the Rebbe that it was late. The Rebbe shook 
himself awake and a short time later, finished 
davening.
It was already dark when the wagon rolled 
into the nearby village, where the Rebbe and 
his escort planned to spend the night at the 
home of a wealthy, G-d fearing Jew who was 
one of the great admirers of the Rebbe, zt”l.
The Rebbe was sure that he would be 
welcomed warmly and treated hospitably at 
this house. He was thus very surprised when 
the chassid did not even come to the door to 
greet him. Instead, the Rebbe realized that 
everyone’s face was taut with tension and 
clearly, something very serious was disturbing 
the chassid’s family. 
Carefully and with sensitivity, the Rebbe 
asked about the cause of their worry, and was 
told that the chassid’s young daughter was 
critically ill and was at death’s door, R”l. The 
doctors had given up on saving her.
Without saying a word, the Rebbe walked 
into the house and warmly shook the chassid’s 

hand. Only then did the man notice him, and 
he immediately burst into wracking sobs. He 
was so overcome he could not even utter a 
word. The Rebbe tried to calm him down, but 
to no avail.
As such, the Rebbe asked the family to take 
him to the room where the sick girl was lying. 
He asked everyone to leave the room, and for 
the next half hour, stood at the doorway and 
his lips moved in silent prayer for the welfare 
of the patient.
After half an hour, the Rebbe turned to 
the chassid who was standing on the side, 
his face a picture of worry, and said to him 
with confidence: “Don’t worry. She will 
get up from her sickbed today and be fine.”
The chassid, who did not know the young 
Rebbe too well, wondered whether he should 
believe the promise. After all, the doctors had 
already given up on his daughter’s. But within 
a short time, the reality defied all imagination. 
One of the family members ran over to the 
father and excitedly informed him that the girl 
had opened her eyes and was asking for a bit 
of water.
From minute to minute, her condition 
improved and by the next morning, the girl 
was already out of bed and completely healed. 
The Rebbe’s promise had been fulfilled to the 
letter.
Only when things calmed down a bit and calm 
was restored to the house did the chassid turn 
to speak with his eminent guest “I always 
knew the power of the Rebbe’s father, zt”l, 
to perform miracles,” the chassid said. “I am 
happy to see that he left behind a son like 
himself.”
He was then surprised when the Rebbe 
rejected his words vehemently and said, “This 
was not a mofess of mine, but of my holy 
father!”
“Yesterday,” the Rebbe related, “when I set 
out on my trip to the unknown, my heart 
was filled with worry and fear. I was going 
to someplace where no one knows me, and 
who knows if Hashem will grant me success 
or not.”
As I traveled I grew more dejected, and when I 
stood up to daven Minchah, I broke down and 
began to cry. In my sobs, I offered a fervent 
tefillah asking for mercy from the Creator and 
that He be at my side.
When I finished davening, I was suddenly 
overcome by sleep, and before my eyes I saw 
the luminous figure of my holy father, who 
calmed me and said, “My son, do not worry 
because Hashem is with you.” If that was not 
enough, my father promised me that the first 
brachah that I would utter would be fulfilled 
in its entirety.
“At the time, I did not understand the meaning 
of his promise, but a short time later, standing 
at the entrance to your home and hearing about 
the child’s serious condition, I understood 
everything. So I davened for the child, and 
the merit of my holy father helped that the 
brachah was fulfilled.”
“Why did the Rebbe leave his home?” the 
chassid only now thought to ask. The Rebbe 
told him in detail about the terrible fire that 
had left him homeless. The chassid didn’t 
think twice; he went straight over to the safe, 
took out a large wad of money and handed the 
Rebbe the sum he needed to rebuild his home 
and court.
As such, the Rebbe did not need to continue 
his trip. He returned to his city of Stryi where 
he began to rebuild his court, and counted to 
lead his flock until his passing in 5646.

Tzaddik Mah Pa’al, p. 145

The First Brachah That Was Fulfilled


