
A Shidduch from Heaven
”הקרה נא לפני היום“ (כד יב)

Harav Yitzchak Silberstein, shlita, was asked:
Often, people encounter doubts and deliberations 
with regard to shidduchim, and as a result they 
suspend a shidduch until they receive a “sign from 
Above” that indicates to them that this is their true 
match, as Eliezer, the servant of Avraham, asked 
for and received. Is this permissible?
He replied with a story related by Harav Moshe 
Aharon Stern, zt”l, the Mashgiach of Kamenitz:
During the period of shidduchim, I was greatly 
assisted by my grandfather, the tzaddik Harav 
Yaakov Yosef Herman, zt”l. When I got to the 
point that I had to decide one way or another, my 
grandfather did something unusual. He went to the 
Kosel and davened from the bottom of his heart 
that a hint should be sent to him from Above that 
would help him decide regarding the shidduch. As 
he was davening, a piece of paper floated through 
the air and landed at his feet. When he bent down 
to pick it up he saw that it was a page from the 
Siddur, and passuk recited when donning tefillin 
was printed on it: “V’erastich li l’olam, v’erastich 
li betzedek ubemishpat ubechessed uberachamim” 
(Hoshea 2:21). Needless to say, the shidduch was 
completed that very day.
So we have an example from our generation that a 
sincere request that comes from the bottom of the 
heart can bring about such results.

MeHashem Yatza Hadavar p. 49

Eliezer’s Tefillah Was Answered Immediately
”ויהי הוא טרם כלה לדבר והנה רבקה יצאת“ (כד טו)

Harav Moshe Chaim Ephraim of Sedlikov 
explained:
In Maseches Taanis (25 2), the Gemara states 
a rule with regards to tefillah betzibbur: if the 
tefillah is answered right after it is completed– 
that is a form of praise for the tzibbur that Hashem 
has hastened to fulfill their requests. Based on 
this we can explain what the Torah is saying here 
about Eliezer, the servant of Avraham: “And it 
was before he finished speaking” – immediately, 

he was answered, “And Rivka emerged.”
Degel Machaneh Ephraim

The Brachah Sanctifies the Food
”ותכל להשקתו ותאמר גם לגמליך אשאב“ (כד יט)

Harav Shammai Ginsburg explained:
The Torah emphasizes that Rivka did not give the 
camels from the water that remained in Eliezer’s 
flask, but rather drew new water for them. This is 
based on the ruling of the poskim (Kaf Hachaim 
Yoreh Deah 116, seif katan 207) that a person must 
not give an animal or a non-Jew the remnants 
of food that a Jew made a brachah over, out of 
respect for the brachah.

Imrei Shammai

“Ten Golden Weights” 
is the Reward for a Brachah

”ויקח האיש נזם זהב בקע משקלו ושני צמידים על ידיה 
עשרה זה במשקלם“ (כד כב)

In his sefer Ohr Zarua (Kisui Hadam 399), Harav 
Yitzchak of Vienna cites in the name of his 
Rebbi, Harav Yehudah Hachassid, that Eliezer did 
not give Rivka the two bracelets as just another 
gift. Rather it was payment for the fact that in 
her merit he was able to bless Hashem (passuk 
27): “Baruch Hashem Elokei Adoni Avraham.” 
Because Avraham had taught him that the value 
of a brachah was ten golden weights, therefore, 
he gave her two bracelets that together “weighed 
ten golden weights”. Indeed, this passuk is the 
source for the din brought down in the Gemara 
(Bava Kama 91b, Tosafos, starting with Vechiyvu) 
that the value of a brachah is ten golden weights.
The Toras Chaim (ibid amud aleph) added that 
because the source of this halachah is the action 
of Eliezer, that is why Chazal clarified that the 
value of the brachah was specifically “ten golden 
weights” and not “dinars” or “selaim”, because 

Eliezer gave Rivka “ten golden weights” in reward 
for the brachah.
Hence, the Toras Chaim explained the passuk 
in Tehillim (84:11) “Ki tov yom bechatzeirecha 
mei’elef bacharti histofef beveis Elokai…” – 
when a person resides in the courtyard of the 
House of Hashem, he merits to make one hundred 
brachos, whose total value is one thousand golden 
weights. That is what David Hamalech said: even 
if I am offered one thousand golden weights – the 
merit of the brachos that I will make in the Bais 
Hashem—I choose to bask in the House of my G-d 
and receive the tremendous reward guaranteed to 
me in the World to Come. 
Adding to the Toras Chaim, it can be said that 
even though a person can accumulate one hundred 
brachos at home, David Hamelech said, “I chose 
to bask Beveis Elokai” where there are people 
who can answer amen after the brachah, as stated 
in the Schach (Choshen Mishpat 382 7) that the 
merit of ten golden weights is given specifically 
for a brachah that is answered by amen. There is 
an allusion to this: the acronym of the passuk: “ki 
tov yom bechatzeirecha mei’elef bacharti histofef 
beveis Elokai,” is numerically equivalent to 91, 
which is also amen…

Don’t Daven In an Impure Place
”ויאמר בוא ברוך ה‘ למה תעמד בחוץ ואנכי פניתי הבית“ 

(כד לא)
“And I have cleared the house” - of idols. (Rashi)
Harav Pinchas Halevi Horowitz, the Hafla’ah 
explains: When Lavan saw that Eliezer was in 
the midst of davening (as explained ibid 27), he 
realized that he was refraining from entering his 
house for fear that there was idol worship there. 
As the Shulchan Aruch rules (Orach Chaim 94 9 
and see Magen Avraham there 13): One must not 
pray in an inn of idol worshipers because of the 
impurity that is there.
Therefore he said to him: “Why do you stand 
outside?” After all, “I have cleared the house” – 
of idol worship, and therefore, it is better that you 
pray inside, as the Shulchan Aruch states (ibid 90 
5): “A person should not daven in an open place, 
like a field, because when he is in a place of 
modesty then he can feel the awe of the King upon 
him and his heart breaks.”
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The Segulah of Mentioning
 the Holy Yichud

”ויאמר בת מי את הגידי נא לי“ (כד כג)
“Na li” is numerically equivalent to amen. 
Eliezer lengthened his remarks, because he 
wanted to mention the holy Yichud included 
in the word “amen” while he was busy 
choosing Yitzchak’s wife, so that it should 
help him.

Bais Yisrael [Rav Tzvi Hersch of Zidichoiv]

The passuk in this parashah (Bereishis 24:1) says: “V’Avraham 
zaken ba bayamim v’Hashem beirach es Avraham bakol.” The Baalei 
Hatosafos wrote (Tosafos Hashalem Vol. II, p, 245):

nn b baa bayami bayamimm”: the acronym of the last letter of each ”: the acronym of the last letter of each 
ChazalChazal ( (BrachosBrachos 47a;  47a; 

 119b) that in the merit of answering amen, a person  119b) that in the merit of answering amen, a person 

Amen. In all the worlds.
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Accepting the Yoke of Heaven Each day
We have mentioned in earlier segments that 
the essence of the mitzvah of Krias Shema is 
accepting the Yoke of Heaven and declaring 
the Yichud of Hashem (according the Sefer 
Hachinuch mitzvah 420).
The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 80 2) explains on 
the passuk (Tehillim 73:25): “Mi li bashamayim 
v’imcha chafatzti ba’aretz”, that at the time of 
Mattan Torah, HaKadosh Baruch Hu opened all 
the firmaments in order to inform Yisrael that 
there is no other G-d aside for Him. Indeed, 
right away, Knesses Yisrael said to Hashem: “Mi 
li bashamayim” who is in the heavens for me 
besides Your Greatness, and just like I have no 
one Above except You, thus I do not want any 
other on this earth. Rather, I go each day into 
the shul and bear witness by declaring “Shema 
Yisrael Hashem Elokeinu Hashem Echad.”
HaKadosh Baruch Hu repaid Klal Yisrael for 
this, as it states in the Gemara in Brachos (6a): 
“HaKadosh Baruch Hu said to them, you made 
Me one entity in the world, thus I will make 
you one entity in the world, as it says (Shmuel 
II, 7:23): “Umi k’amcha Yisrael goy echad 
ba’aretz, and who is like your nation Yisrael, 
one nation on this land.” 
Indeed, the question is asked: why do we have 
to do this twice a day. Is it not enough to do this 
once in our lives?
Moreover, the Gemara in Brachos (63b) states: 
“Rabi Yehudah opened [his words] with the 
kavod of Torah and explained: [Moshe Rabbeinu 
tells Bnei Yisrael before his passing] “Haskes 
ushema Yisrael hayom hazeh nihiyeisa l’am, 
Take heed and accept Yisrael, today you have 
become a nation.” (Devarim 27:9). Was the 
Torah given on that day? Was that day not forty 
years after Mattan Torah? [The answer is] that 
the Torah is beloved upon those who learn it 
each and every day the same way it was when it 
was given on Har Sinai. Rabi Tanchum the son 
of Rav Chiya Ish Kfar Acco cites as proof the 
fact that a person who recites Krias Shema in 
the morning and at night, and one evening does 
not recite it, it is as if he never recited Krias 
Shema.”
The Ramchal explains this in Derech Hashem 
(Vol. IV, Ch. 4): “The Creator is a King over 
all His creations. This means that although the 
reality of His Existence is something that is not 
contingent on anyone else, and is not relative to 
anything else…However, He wanted with His 
great benevolence and humility to lower His 
Kavod so that His creations should be able to 
relate to Him even though they really cannot 
fathom Him in any way. He wanted to be to be 
the nation that would coronate Him as King, that 
He should be considered their Leader, and he 
will kaviyachol be honored by them just like a 
king is honored by his nation. As it says (Mishlei 
14:28): “Berov am hadras melech.” And in this 
sense, He is called “Malko shel Olam, the King 
of the world” and is considered in this sense 
our Leader, and He is honored by us accepting 
His Yoke and we must serve Him and obey 
everything He commands us, as a nation must 
do to their king. 
Hence, we are also obligated to recognize Him 
each day and to reestablish His Kingship upon 
us, and to submit ourselves to Him and to His 
decrees like servants to their king. That is what 
it means to accept the Yoke of Heaven. This 
is included in the passuk of Shema Yisrael, 
meaning the declaration that He is the King 

of all Kings, and rules over all His creations, 
above and below, and acceptance of His Yoke 
of Kingship.”

Order of the Parshiyos
The Gemara (Brachos 13a) explains the order of 
the parshiyos of Krias Shema as follows: “Why 
is the parashah of “Shema” before “Vehayah 
im shamoa”? So that the person should accept 
first the Yoke of Heaven and then the yoke of 
mitzvos. Why is “Vehayah” prior to “vayomer”? 
Because “vehayah”, [which refers to all the 
mitzvos] applies by day and by night, while 
“vayomer”, about tzitzis, is only practiced by 
night. 
The Alter of Kelm compared this to a critically 
ill person whose doctor needed to cause him 
great pain in order to heal him. If the patient 
is wise, he will first internalize that the doctor 
is only seeking his benefit, and then it will be 
easier for him to accept the suffering, because 
he already resolved in his heart that the doctor 
is not doing this out of hatred, but out of love. 
But if he is foolish, he will fight with the doctor, 
and the doctor, being obligated to heal him, will 
have to hurt him even more. This will make it 
ever harder to cure him. 
Similarly on the subject of mitzvos: The mitzvos 
are intended to rectify our souls, but among the 
mitzvos there are those that are very difficult to 
observe. Therefore, Chazal advised us to first 
accept upon ourselves the Yoke of Heaven, 
meaning, to internalize that Hashem wants only 
to benefit us. That will make it easier to accept 
the yoke of mitzvos. If not, Hashem will have to 
make us suffer so that we should do the mitzvos, 
and thus we will lose out double. (Kisvei 
Hasaba MiKelm, Yamim Noraim 8)

The Order of Krias Shema Corresponds to 
the Aseres Hadibros

The Mishnah Berurah (Orach Chaim 61 2) 
brings in the name of “Elya Rabbah”who 
brought in the name of the Kolbo according 
to the Yerushalmi that in Krias Shema there 
are ten matters that correspond to the Ten 
Commandments. Therefore, a person must 
concentrate on that when saying Krias Shema, 
so as not to transgress any of them chalilah:
1. Hashem Elokeinu corresponds to Anochi 
Hashem. 2. Hashem Echad – Lo yihiyeh 
lecha. 3. V’ahavata – “do not bear Hashem’s 
Name in vain,” because one who loves the 
king will not swear in vain by his name. 4. 
“Al mezuzos beisecha” – and not your friend’s 
house, corresponding to “lo sachmod”, do 
not desire that which belongs to another. 5. 
V’asafta deganecha – your grain, and not 
your friend’s grain, corresponding to “do not 
steal.” 6. “V’avadetem meheirah” corresponds 
to “do not murder” because one who murders 
will be murdered himself. 7. “L’maan yirbu 
yemeichem” – corresponding to “honor 
your father” as the reward for that is a long 
life. 8. “Velo sasuru…acharei eineichem” 
– corresponding to ‘lo sinaf.’ 9. “L’maan 
tizkeru…es kol mitzvosai” – corresponding to 
“zachor es yom haShabbos” because Shabbos is 
equivalent to the whole Torah. 10. “Ani Hashem 
Elokeichem” – corresponding to “lo sa’aneh 
bereiacha eid sheker.”
The Be’er Heitev (ibid) added that if a person 
transgresses one of them, chalilah, he should 
accept upon himself that dibbur anew when he 
says it in Krias Shema.
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A Glance at the 
Seder Hatefillah

Jewish history is replete with 
challenges and tribulations, 
and has been through the 
process countless times: Each 
time the Jewish nation is 
faced with something painful 
or difficult, they introspect 
into their deeds and seek 
a mitzvah that needs to be 
strengthened, or a breach 
in halachah that they were 
lax about. Sometimes, just 
one mitzvah is missing to 
tip the scales and prevent a 
catastrophe from breaking 
out. That is what happened in 
Koritz, in the Ukraine, some 
two hundred years ago:
The tzaddik Harav Pinchas of 
Koritz, zy”a, had a son named 
Meir’l. He was a special child, 
sharp and charming, who 
excelled in his studies and 
had sterling middos. He was a 
source of pride and pleasure to 
all who met him. Rav Pinchas 
was very proud of his son, who 
brought him much nachas.
In time, a terrible plague broke 
out in the areas surrounding 
Koritz; countless lives were 
lost to the plague. The shuls 
were filled with people day 
and night, and their cries rent 
the heavens. But it appeared 
that the Gates of Mercy were 
closed and the plague grew 
stronger as every day went by, 
with no respite in sight.
The Jewish residents of the 
area hurried to Koritz, to 
Rav Pinchas, and pleaded 
brokenheartedly, “Rebbe, help 
us! Your words are heeded 
Above, a tzaddik decrees and 
Hashem fulfills! Have mercy 
on us, Rebbe, and arouse the 
Heavenly mercy upon us, our 
wives and our children that 
this destructive plague should 
cease!”
Rav Pinchas was overcome 
with compassion. He began to 
daven, and caused the heavens 
and the earth to tremble as 
he poured his heart out to his 
Creator. But it was for naught. 
The terrible decree remained, 
claiming more victims with 
each passing day. 
At that point, Rav Pinchas 
opened the aron kodesh 
and announced to the entire 
community: “Ribbono shel 
Olam! I have a son, Meir’l, 
who is as beloved to me as the 
pupil of my eye. I give him to 
You as a complete gift! Take 
him from among us, and he 
should be an atonement for 
Klal Yisrael!”
Rav Pinchas’ tefillah was 
accepted and the plague 
stopped completely…but that 
very day, his precious Meir’l 
fell ill.
An uproar broke out in Koritz. 
Wasn’t Meir’l the precious son 

of the tzaddik, his hope and his 
successor? Was it possible that 
he would perish?
The townspeople hurried back 
to the home of the tzaddik and 
began to weep bitterly; their 
sobs rent the air, and rose 
to the Heavens: “No, holy 
tzaddik! No, no! We don’t 
want your korban! We prefer 
the great light, Meir’l, whose 
star is destined to shine upon 
us in the future!”
They continued to scream and 
cry until Rav Pinchas was 
once again overcome with 
compassion. He approached 
the aron kodesh again, buried 
his head in among the sifrei 
Torah and cried: “Ribbono 
shel Olam! It is known before 
You that I gave my son Meir’l 
as a complete gift with a 
whole heart to atone for Bnei 
Yisrael. Indeed, my korban 
was accepted before You and 
the plague stopped. But the 
Jews are refusing to give up 
on Meir’l and now I do not 
know what to do. What should 
I do?”
A few moments of silence 
passed. The tzaddik’s head was 
bowed before the holy scrolls 
and tears flowed from his pure 
eyes.
The tremendous crowd that 
had gathered in the bais 
medrash waited tensely and 
fearfully for what was to 
come: Would Meir’l’s life tip 
the scales, and then the plague 
would return to hit even more 
Jews from the already grieving 
town?
Suddenly, Rav Pinchas 
straightened up and he 
announced loudly:
“Mi shebeirach avoseinu 
Avraham Yitzchak v’Yaakov, 
Hu yevarech viyerapei es 
hacholeh Yehudah Meir…
besoch she’ar cholei Yisrael 
venomar amen.”
A resounding amen thundered 
through the crowd, and the 
building of the shul literally 
trembled. The powerful 
amen was heard throughout 
the town, and it also rose on 
High, burst through the Gates 
of Heaven, and…wonder of 
wonders: From that moment 
on, Meir’l began to recover! 
Moreover, the plague that had 
stopped did not return! What a 
miracle! 

(Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin, 
Vol. I, p. 28)

One More Amen…


