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IN THE PATHWAYS OF FAITH Divrei Torah About Amen and Tefillah in the Parashah

On Sunday, 6 Teves (5493) is the yahrtzeit of Hagaon 

Rabbeinu Yaakov Reischer, zt”l, author of Shevus 

Yaakov and other works.

He writes in his sefer Iyun Yaakov (Sanhedrin 102a):

Anyone who is able to make brachos 

aloud to benefit the public with answering 

Amenand does not do so is robbing the 

public of the zechus of answering Amen, 

and is a  sinner who causes others to sin.
o c

Birchos Hashachar – only bechavrusa.

A A brachahbrachah out loud is a  out loud is a 
zikkui harabbim zikkui harabbim –

 a benefit for the public! a benefit for the public!

Teshuvah Breaks the Middas Hadin
”ויאמר אבינו שבו שברו לנו מעט אכל“ (מד, כה)

The Chida derives from this passuk a beautiful 
allusion about the virtue of a person who repents:
“And our father said” – Our Father in Heaven is 
calling us and says: “Shuvu,” return from your 
bad ways, and with that “shivru lanu,” break 
the middas hadin, the judgment, that is hanging 
over you. “Lanu” is numerically equivalent to the 
Name “Elokim” which indicates the middas hadin. 
In order to merit this, you do not have to torture 
yourselves and engage in self-flagellation. Rather, 
it is enough to suffice with “me’at ochel”,  a bit 
of food. Forego even one food that you like, and 
that will be considered as though you sacrificed a 
korban and your repentance will be accepted with 
love.

Chadrei Beten, Vayigash, Sheini 20

Teshuvah with Joy
”ועתה אל תעצבו“ (מה, ה)

The Midrash (Bereishis Rabba 21 6) says: “Ein 
v’atah ela teshuvah,” the word ‘v’atah’ and now, 
refers to repentance. According to this we can 
explain what Yosef said: “V’atah,” – at this time 
when the feelings of regret are surely flooding 
your heart, please, “al tei’atzevu,” don’t fall into 
sadness, because that is one of the impediments 
to teshuvah. Rather, do teshuvah out of joy, and 
Hashem will certainly be happy with you and will 
willingly accept your repentance.

Imrei Baruch

The Merit of Krias Shema
”כה אמר בנך יוסף שמני אלקים לאדון לכל מצרים“ (מה, ט)

Rabi Yosef Chaim of Baghdad Explains:
Yosef sent the following message to his father: 
The merit of “ko”, the 25 letters in the passuk 
“Shema Yisrael Hashem Elokeinu Hashem Echad” 
that “your son Yosef said” every single day, is 
what allowed me to overcome the negative spirits 
of Egypt and Pharaoh, until “Hashem put me as a 
master in all of Egypt.”

Ben Yehoyada, Sotah 42a

The Greatest of All Promises
”אנכי ארד עמך מצרימה ואנכי אעלך גם עלה“ (מו, ד)

The words of the Bais Halevi on this parashah 
are well known. The promise “I will go with you 

to Egypt and I will also come back up” is one of 
the greatest promises guaranteed to Yaakov. 

Its significance is that from here on in, forever, the 
Name of HaKadosh Baruch Hu would not become 
famous through a miracle that is generated by 
nature, but rather by miracles that are done for the 
salvation of Yisrael. The greater the honor of Am 
Yisrael because of these miracles, the greater the 
Name of Hashem will become. On the other hand, 
when Yisrael will be in a low state, then the Honor 
of Hashem will be hidden. 
The sefer Minchas Aharon explains according to 
this the words of the tefillah of Bimei Mattisyahu 
recited on Chanukah: “Ulecha asisa Shem gadol 
vekadosh b’olamecha ul’amcha Yisrael asisa 
teshuah gedolah…” Through the fact that “You 
did for Your nation Yisrael a great salvation,” 
Your Name was sanctified in the world and “You 
made for Yourself a great and holy Name in Your 
world.”

Tefillah – the Key to Success
”ובני זבלון סרד ואלון ויחלאל“ (מו, יד)

By way of remez, the Rebbe Harav Yehoshua 
Heschel of Monistritch explained:
Zevulun was a merchant, as it says (Devarim 33, 
18) “Semach Zevulun betzeisecha,” and the names 
of his sons hint to three important rules for a 

merchant seeking to succeed:
1. Sered: the letters are the same as “seder,” 
order. The merchant must calculate his steps and 
maintain wise priorities.
2. Eilon – he must be strong and fortified (as the 
passuk says in Melachim II 24:15 “Eilei ha’aretz”- 
and not fall in spirit even if his business falls into 
a temporary crisis.
3. Yachle’el – the key to success depends on his 
faith in Hashem and how much he turns to Hashem 
with his hopes for success. 

Erchei Yehoshua, 7:4

Recite Krias Shema Like Yaakov
”ויפל על צואריו ויבך על צואריו עוד“ (מו, כט)

“But Yaakov did not fall on the neck of Yosef 
and did not kiss him, and Chazal say that he was 
reciting Krias Shema.” (Rashi)
Based on the words of Rashi, the Maharsha (Vol. 
I, Yoma 19b) explained the Chazal (there) that 
says: “One who recites Krias Shema and hints to 
something with his eyes, and winks with his lips 
and points with his finger – the passuk says of 
him (Yeshayah 43:22) ‘Velo osi karasa Yaakov.’” 
The low level of a person stems from the fact that 
he did not learn from Yaakov how to recite Krias 
Shema. Even during this great hour when he was 
reunited with his son after so many years, he did 
not distract himself from reciting Shema the same 
way he always did.
Yosef and His Father Did Not Recite Shema Together
Harav Chaim Halevi of Brisk has a question 
on the explanation offered by Rashi: If Yosef and 
his father met at a time when they had to recite 
Krias Shema, why did Yosef not recite Shema at 
the same time? And if the obligation was to recite 
it earlier, then why did Yaakov Avinu wait until 
this moment?
He explains: Indeed, the obligation to recite Krias 
Shema did not occur for Yaakov at this moment. 
But because until he met Yosef he was still busy 
with the mitzvah of descending to Egypt (as we 
read in the Haggadah of Pesach, “And he went 
down to Mitzrayim – anuss al pi hadibur,” he was 
compelled by the Word of Hashem) therefore, he 
refrained from reciting Shema at the right time. 
“One who is busy with one mitzvah is exempt 
from a mitzvah” (Succah 26a). Only after he met 
Yosef, and his mitzvah was complete, was he 
immediately obligated to recite Krias Shema and 
he hastened to do so.
Haggadah Shel Pesach, MiBais Halevi, Vayered Mitzraymah
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The Secret of Yaakov Avinu’s 
Leadership

”ויאמר פרעה אל יעקב כמה שני חייך: ויאמר יעקב אל 
פרעה...“ (מז, ח-ט)

The name of Yaakov is numerically 
equivalent to 182, the same as twice the value 
of “amen.” Likewise, the numerical value of 
the acronym of “Pharaoh el Yaakov” and 
“Yaakov el Pharaoh” is equal to “amen.”
This can be explained by way of remez: By 
asking Yaakov “how many years are your 
life” Pharaoh trying to understand from 
Yaakov the secret of his unique leadership 
in this world, through which he had reached 
the high levels of Avodas Hashem. To this 
Yaakov replied that he had always made sure 
to be meyached the Names Havayah and 
Adnus, as a yichud that is done though the 
mitzvah of replying amen, which is alluded 
to in his name.

Maor Vashemesh
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“Ne’eman Lefanecha 
Vecharos Imo Habris”

The continuation of the tefillah of 
Vayevarech Dovid – Vecharos Imo 
Habris, is printed in many siddurim as 
a separate paragraph. But many have 
pointed out that the end of the previous 
passage and the beginning of the new 
passage are one passuk in Nechemiah 
(9:8): “Umatzasa es levavo ne’eman 
lefanecha vecharos imo habris.”
The explanation for the space is it is 
sourced in an early custom that was 
common in Jewish communities 
hundreds of years ago. On the day of 
a bris in the shul, the chazzan and the 
congregation would read together from 
Vecharos until Bemayim Azim, passuk 
by passuk. (Otzar Minhagei Yeshurun, 
70, 12-14; and see Magen Avraham 51 
9 who questions this custom) and as 
the author of Torah Temimah writes in 
his sefer Tosefes Brachah (Vayeishev):
“When one of the people in the shul 
made a bris milah, the chazzan and 
the choir would sing “Vecharos imo 
habris.” The one davening for the 
amud would stop when he reached 
“Vecharos” and would leave the amud 
and allow the chazzan to come in 
his place. After the chazzan sang the 
pesukim of the nusach of Vecharos 
Imo Habris, he stepped away from the 
amud, and the Shat”z returned to his 
place to continue the davening…In 
time, this nusach became permanent.”

The Middah of Faithfulness 
Precedes All

The Yerushalmi (Brachos 9 5) derives 
from the passuk “Vecharos Imo 
Habris” how great was the love and 
faithfulness of Avraham Avinu to his 
Creator: “Avraham Avinu made his 
yetzer hara into tov, good, as it says 
‘umatzasa es levavo (plural of lev) 
ne’eman lefanecha.’” As a reward for 
this, he merited that Hashem forged a 
covenant and a chessed with him.
This “faithfulness, ne’emanus” is 
manifested by submitting all the 
powers of the body to Hashem, and 
that is the key to all the brachos that 
Avraham Avinu and his offspring were 
blessed with. Therefore, even after 
Hashem chose “Avram” and took 
him out of Ur Kasdim and renamed 
him “Avraham” he was still worthy 
not worthy of the covenant, until he 
revealed his faithfulness. That was 
when Hashem forged the covenant 
with Avraham. 
The Ropschitzer Rebbe explained it as 
follows: “Umatzasa es levavo ne’eman 
lefanecha” through “vecharos imo 
habris,”; if the tzaddik forges a bris 
with the yetzer hara, he is able to 
serve Hashem without obstacles. If 
the yetzer will tempt him to eat and 
drink, the tzaddik promises that he 
will fulfill his words when he has 
a seudas mitzvah, upon completing 
Shas…If he goads him to sing songs 
in an unsuitable place, the tzaddik will 
promise to sing when he marries off 
an orphan…This faithfulness, when a 
person submits even his yetzer hara 
to serve Hashem, is what Chazal said 
was the merit of Avraham to receive 

all the promises that were granted to 
him. (Likutei Maharam”am, published 
in sefer Ohr Yesha, Haftaras Terumah)

Blessed Is the One Who 
Preserves His Promises to 

Yisrael
The commentaries question the 
phrasing of the words “Vatakem es 
devarecha ki Tzaddik Atah”: Is only 
a tzaddik required to fulfill his words? 
Isn’t a simple person also obligated 
to uphold his promises, l’havdil, how 
much more so must HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu?
The Kotzker Rebbe explained: The 
fulfillment of a promise of HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu is different to that of a 
promise by a mortal. The latter fulfills 
his promise in order to meet his 
obligations. By contrast, HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu fulfills His promises “ki 
Tzaddik Atah.” He can fulfill them 
with middas hadin, but in His love for 
us, He chooses to fulfill the promises 
with righteousness, chessed and love, 
and that is what we are praising. (Emes 
MiKotzk, 402)
Furthermore, explains Rav Eliezer 
Dovid Greenwald in his sefer Keren 
L’Dovid (Moadim II, p. 555): The 
promise of HaKadosh Baruch Hu to 
Avraham was on the presmise that 
his offspring would be considered 
“zaracha,” Avraham’s descendents, 
meaning that they will follow in his 
path of emunah. But Bnei Yisrael 
in Egypt declined spiritually, and 
therefore, Hashem should not have 
had to fulfill his promise. If not for 
His Righteousness that the promise 
would have a kiyum (vatakem es 
devarecha) through “Vetiten osos 
umofsim l’Pharaoh”, the ten makkos 
through which the emunah in Hashem 
was imbued in Bnei Yisrael, until their 
level rose, and they were once again 
called the “offspring of Avraham,” 
then the promise of Hashem would not 
have been fulfilled, chalilah.

The Segulah of Mentioning 
the Names of the Nations

There is a beautiful segulah brought in 
“Tzetel Katan” by Harav Elimelech of 
Lizhensk: “When a bad middah begins 
to rise in the heart of a person…he 
should say right away these words, 
with all his might: ‘HaCanaani, 
haChiti, vehaPrizi, vehaYevusi 
vehaGirgashi and he will be spared.”
The commentaries bring an allusion 
to this segulah: Avraham Avinu was 
called ne’eman because he succeeded 
in submitting the yetzer hara inside 
him to serve Hashem. But in order 
that his offspring after him should do 
the same, he asked HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu for a segulah that would help them 
submit their yetzer hara. In the merit 
of Avraham’s faithfulness, Hashem 
accepted his tefillah: “HaCanaani, 
haChiti, vehaPrizi, vehaYevusi 
vehaGirgashi – lases lezaro, to give 
to his children”: this passuk was given 
to his children and through it they will 
be saved from bad thoughts. (Peninei 
Yechezkel on Tefillah)

Vecharos Imo Habrischaros Im
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A Glance at the 
Seder Hatefillah

It was 7:00 p.m. Rabbi T. settled into his seat 
on the El Al flight from New York to the Holy 
Land, looking around at the 450 passengers 
filling up the seats on the plane. Most of them 
appeared Jewish, and he breathed a sigh of 
relief. It was hard for him to shake off the 
remarkable experience that had occurred just a 
few hours earlier. On this flight, he was calm. 
He’d have a minyan, b’ezras Hashem.
Since the day his mother had passed away a 
few months earlier, Rabbi T., a Chassidic Jew 
who dedicated his life to outreach and bringing 
people back to their heritage, had been very 
careful to recite Kaddish with a minyan at three 
tefillos every day. Lest you think this is no big 
deal, let it be noted that as part of his job, Rabbi 
T. spends time in remote communities around 
America. That meant that he sometimes had to 
go to great lengths to gather a minyan to answer 
amen after Kaddish.
During the ten months since his mother’s 
passing, Rabbi T. had withstood the challenge 
successfully, with siyata diShmaya. But the 
challenge he faced on JetBlue flight 46 out of 
Orlando, Florida, to Kennedy Airport in New 
York was like nothing he had faced before. 
As he had done before booking all his flights 
in recent months, Rabbi T. sat down to plan 
the time schedule of his trip, to make sure he’d 
have enough time to daven with a minyan and 
say Kaddish. This time, as well, according to 
the planned schedule, he had two full hours 
from when he was supposed to land in New 
York until the next flight was to depart to Israel. 
He arranged with his brother who lived in New 
York, that he would wait outside the airport, 
would take him to Minchah in a shul nearby, 
and then would bring him back to the airport.
Rabbi T. had thought of everything ahead of 
time, but man plans and Hashem has other 
plans…Just a few minutes after the plane began 
taxiing for takeoff in Orlando, the captain 
announced that regretfully, due to bad weather 
conditions, takeoff would be delayed for ninety 
minutes. 
As expected, the passengers reacted with 
grumbles and complaints. None of them had 
time to spare…But Rabbi T. felt his heart sink 
in dread. In ten months he hadn’t missed a 
Kaddish. Would he have to do so now?!
He had no problem getting off the plane, even 
if it meant missing his flight to Israel. That’s 
how important the Kaddish was to him. But 
he knew that the chances of being allowed off, 
when the plane was already on the runway, 
were about the same as winning a ticket to the 
moon…He ruled out the option.
As the moments passed, he toyed with the idea 
that perhaps the weather would calm down and 
the wait would end up being shorter. But when 
thirty minutes passed, he realized that he would 
have to take some action. But what?
Suddenly a daring thought crossed his mind. 
Maybe he would find nine other Jews on this 
flight? Although he didn’t notice any religious 
Jews, he didn’t have any other options and 
decided it was his obligation to try…
“Before I begin attracting the attention of 
all the passengers, I have to check what the 
chances of succeeding are…” Rabbi T. thought 
to himself. He began strolling up and down the 
aisles, scanning the faces to see if any of them 
looked Jewish. Regretfully, none did, except 
for one, who perhaps could have fallen into the 
category of looking Jewish. Rabbi T. mustered 
up the courage and asked directly, “Are you 
Jewish?”
When the man answered in the affirmative, 
Rabbi T. almost jumped for joy. He quickly 
explained his problem, and the man confirmed 
with a nod that he could be counted in as one of 
ten for a minyan.
Encouraged by his successful attempt, Rabbi 
T. decided to try to see if anyone else looked 
Jewish. The effort was worth his while, and 
after a few minutes, he already had five Jews. 
Although they could not daven, each of them 
could answer amen…
Yet, he still needed four more people, and as 
much as he tried, he was unable to identify 
among the hundreds of Puerto Ricans and 
African Americans even one more Jewish face. 
But Rabbi T. was determined not to give up. 

Despite the awkwardness, he began walking 
from row to row, asking each passenger, “Are 
you Jewish?”
He was able to find two additional Jews, but 
that was it…After asking every passenger on 
the plane, no more Jews were found.
One of the flight attendants who noticed that 
Rabbi T. was clearly in a predicament, he 
asked what was going on. Rabbi T. explained 
his plight, and the flight attendant replied that 
he was not Jewish, but he used the plane’s 
internal phone system to call the cockpit, 
maybe one of the crew members there was 
Jewish. But he was told that they were not.
Suddenly, one of the passengers called, 
“Rabbi!” Rabbi T. turned around and the man 
apologized and said, “I heard your conversation 
with the flight attendant, and I just realized 
what you need. I’m sorry. I’m a Jew and am 
ready to join your mitzvah.”
Rabbi T. felt a Guiding Hand navigating 
his actions. He was just a step away from 
achieving his goal, and he was confident 
that Hashem would supply him with 
the final Jew to complete the minyan.
But now, the mission became especially 
difficult; despite all the Jews he had found, he 
still lacked a tenth man for the minyan…
“If I fail to complete this minyan after I got 
nine Jews, it will be very disappointing,” Rabbi 
T. pondered to himself as he returned to his 
seat, waiting to see how Hashgachah would 
orchestrate things.
Rabbi T. relates what happened next:
“Suddenly, very quietly, one of the passengers 
approached my seat and whispered in my 
ear: ‘My friend is half Jewish.’ With a ray of 
hope in my heart, I followed him and asked 
his friend, ‘Are you Jewish?’ ‘No, not really,’ 
he said. Disappointed, I turned away, but then 
he called after me, ‘But my grandmother was 
Jewish.’ I turned back and asked hopefully, 
‘Your mother’s mother?’ ‘Yes, her maiden 
name was Horowitz, but that doesn’t make me 
Jewish, right?’ ‘Sure it does!’ I told him. ‘Hey, 
wow, I suddenly discover that I’m a Jew!’ the 
man said. ‘Maybe this whole delay was worth 
it just for that!’
“Everyone around me was very excited. I 
waved to the flight attendant, who was sitting 
about ten rows ahead of me. ‘We did it!’ I 
called. ‘We have ten people!’ He was so happy 
for me…
“A short time later, the group of Jews followed 
me to the back of the plane. The crew cleared a 
space of us, and I explained to the ten innocent 
Jews what we were about to do. I was pained 
to hear that only three of them had ever 
participated in a minyan before. But my main 
goal was to say Kaddish. Still I didn’t want 
these distant Jews to experience the first tefillah 
of their lives with no knowledge, so I took the 
opportunity to explain briefly what the essence 
of tefillah is.
“It was very touching to see the eyes of the big, 
burly men around me tearing up when they 
said ‘amen’ loudly and clearly. They remained 
focused and serious throughout the tefillah, 
while the rest of the passengers gazed at us 
all curiously. I tried to complete the tefillah 
quickly, I thanked them all effusively for 
participating, and we all returned to our seats.
“A moment later the pilot announced that the 
delay was over and we could take off in just a 
few minutes towards Kennedy. The atmosphere 
on the plane was remarkable; we felt as though 
the minyan was determining the schedule.
“When the plane was finally in the air, one 
of the Jews who had taken part in the minyan 
came over to my seat, and with tears in his 
eyes, he said: ‘Rabbi, I’ve been cut off from 
Judaism for many years. I want to thank you 
for this amazing reminder that you gave me 
of my heritage!’ The man returned to his seat, 
leaving me amazed at the tremendous zechus 
I had been granted. I saw with my own eyes 
how great is the power of a mitzvah that is 
performed with mesirus nefesh.”

Related by Rabbi T.

 A Heavenly Minyan


