
One Doesn’t Say Praise for Miracles
 That Occur in Chutz L’Aretz

”וישמע יתרו כהן מדין חתן משה את כל אשר עשה אלקים 
למשה ולישראל עמו כי הוציא ה‘ את ישראל ממצרים“ (יח א)
The passuk already states “All that Hashem did…” 
Why then does it repeat “that Hashem took Yisrael 
out of Egypt”?
Harav Shlomo Bochner, the Rav of Pintchov, 
explained: The Gemara (Erchin 10b) says that 
“one does not say praise for miracles that occur out 
of Eretz Yisrael”, and the Maharsha (Chiddushei 
Aggados, ibid) explains: In Eretz Yisrael, the 
miracles come from Hashem directly (Devarim 
11:12), and therefore, it is worthy to recite praise 
for them but in the rest of the lands, they are only 
performed by an emissary or an angel.
Here, too, because Yisro wanted to say praise for 
miracles that were performed for Bnei Yisrael 
outside Eretz Yisrael, as it says (18:10): “Baruch 
Hashem, blessed is Hashem Who saved you from 
the hand of Egypt and from the hand of Pharaoh, 
Who saved the nation from the hand of Egypt…” 
therefore it adds, “that Hashem took Bnei Yisrael 
out of Egypt” –and because HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu Himself performed these miracles for Bnei 
Yisrael, they were like miracles that occur in Eretz 
Yisrael, for which praise is recited.

Yekahel Shlomo

“And He Answers His Nation 
Yisrael When They Cry to Him”

”ויספר משה לחתנו...את כל התלאה אשר מצאתם בדרך 
ויצלם ה‘; ויאמר יתרו ברוך ה‘ אשר הציל אתכם מיד מצרים“ 

(יח ח, י)
The question is asked: After Yisro heard about 
the miracles in Egypt (ibid 1), why did he not 
offer praise for them until Moshe went back and 
described them for him?
The Chasam Sofer explains: 
In Maseches Taanis (25b) it says that when one 
who prays over a trouble and is answered right 
away, that is a sign that the trouble was sent 
to him because he is beloved, and HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu seeks to hear his tefillah. Here, too, 

although Yisro heard about the miracles that 
occurred to Yisrael when they left Egypt, 

Moshe additionally described the tremendous 
love HaKadosh Baruch Hu has for them. 
Therefore he related “all the tribulations that they 
encountered on the way”, which were certainly 
not because Hashem wanted to punish them, but 
rather because He desired their tefillos. Proof of 
this is “and Hashem saved them” – as soon as 
they finished davening, as the passuk says (ibid 
14:15) “Why do you scream at Me, speak to Bnei 
Yisrael and they will travel.” This great praise is 
what caused Yisro to stand up and praise Hashem.
Thus we can understand the praise that we offer 
in Shacharis, after describing the miracle of the 
splitting of the sea: “and He answers His nation 
Yisrael when they cry to Him”, meaning, the 
love of Hashem for Yisrael was revealed at the 
time of the splitting of the sea by the fact that 
He answered them right away when they cried to 
Him.

Chasam Sofer

“Asher Bachar Banu Mikol Ha’amim-Who
 Chose Us From All the Nations”

”והייתם לי סגלה מכל העמים“ (יט ה)
Each morning we praise: “Who chose us from all 

the nations and gave us His Torah.” This needs 
clarification. The Gemara (Avodah Zarah 2b) 
relates that first, HaKadosh Baruch Hu offered the 
Torah to each of the other nations of the world, 
which seems to prove that He did not choose us at 
first, rather He chose them.
Harav Levi Yitzchak of Berdichev, the erstwhile 
defender of Klal Yisrael, explained: On the 
contrary, the way Hashem offered the Torah to the 
other nations proves that He chose us, because the 
Midrash (Yalkut Shimoni remez 951) explains that 
Hashem revealed to each nation specifically the 
mitzvah that contravenes its character, and only 
to us did He reveal the loftiness of the Torah, so 
that we should accept it with love. The Torah was 
only offered to the nations of the world so that they 
should not envy us for what we merited.

Kedushas Levi, Avos 2:6

Source for Appointing 
a “Makri” for the Tekios

”ויהי קול השפר הולך וחזק מאד משה ידבר והאלקים יעננו 

בקול“ (יט יט)

Harav Shlomo Kluger cites this passuk as an 
inference to the words of the Rema in Hilchos 
Rosh Hashanah (Orach Chaim 585 4) that a 
person should be appointed to read out the order 
of the tefkios for the baal tokea:

Rabi Saadya Gaon says (Avudraham, Taamei 
Hatekios) that the tekios on Rosh Hashanah are 
in memory of Maamad Har Sinai, which was 
accompanied by the blowing of the shofar, so that 
we should be aroused on the Day of Judgment 
to accept upon ourselves the declaration of our 
ancestors: “Naaseh Venishma”. Just like at Har 
Sinai, HaKadosh Baruch Hu included Moshe in 
His shofar blasts, as it says “Moshe will speak” – 
and read out the order of the tekios, “And Elokim 
answered aloud”, so, too, we should perform our 
tekios with two people – the makri should recite 
and the tokea should follow with the blasts – so 
that our tekios should be accepted On High.

Chochmas Shlomo, Orach Chaim 585 4

Replying Amen 
is a Coronation of Hashem

”ויענו כל העם יחדיו ויאמרו כל אשר דבר ה‘ נעשה“ 
(יט ח)

The acronym of “Vayomru kol asher 
diber Hashem (יי) na’aseh” is numerically 
equivalent to 91, which is equivalent to 
amen. Just like at the time of Mattan Torah, 
we coronated HaKadosh Baruch Hu upon us 
by accepting the yoke of His mitzvos, so, too, 
when we reply amen we are doing the same, 
being mamlich Hashem as King. As the 
Gemara states (Shabbos 119b): “What does 
amen mean? Rabi Chanina said: “Kel Melech 
ne’eman” and Rashi explains (ibid): “This is 
how he testifies of his Creator that He is a Kel 
Melech ne’eman.”

Shemen Hamaor; Binas Nevonim
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Sunday 19 Shevat is the yahrtzeit 
of the Rebbe Harav Shmuel of Slonim. He wrote of the power of the 

answering amen in his sefer Divrei Shmuel (Vayishlach):
“It is very important for one to answer amen with all his 
might, to the point that the decree of one who does so is 
torn up (Shabbos 119b) because a small arrow that is shot 
with a bow cannot be compared to a bomb that is propelled 

by a big cannon.”

The Power of Answering Amen

Birchos Hashachar! Aloud! With kavanah! Bechavrusa!
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Strengthening the 
Foundations of Emunah

After accepting upon ourselves the 
Yoke of Heaven in the parshiyos 
of Krias Shema, and pledging to 
submit ourselves to Hashem with all 
our hearts, all our souls and all our 
beings, the Torah commands us to 
create a shemirah, a protection, for 
this pledge through the mitzvah of 
tefillin worn on the hand and on the 
head, and the mitzvah of mezuzah. 
Through this we will distance 
ourselves from sin and have in mind 
to perform all our actions l’Shem 
Shamayim. These mitzvos are also 
included in the Kabbalas Ol Malchus 
Shamayim (Shaarei Teshuvah, 
3:22), because through the mitzvah 
of tefillin shel yad, we submit the 
desires of our body- corresponding 
to bechol nafshecha, with our souls; 
with tefillin shel rosh, we submit our 
thoughts – corresponding to bechol 
levavcha, and with the mezuzah, we 
submit our money and belongings 
– corresponding to ubechol 
me’odecha. (Based on the Malbim, 
Devarim 6:8).

Essence of the Mitzvah
 of Tefillin

The first of these mitzvos is tefillin. 
In the batim of the tefillin we 
are commanded to place the two 
parshiyos of Krias Shema, which 
express our faith in the oneness 
of Hashem and acceptance of His 
Yoke upon ourselves, and the two 
parshiyos – Kadesh and Vehayah 
ki yeviacha (Shemos 13, 1-16) that 
express our faith Yetzias Mitzrayim 
from slavery to Pharaoh to the 
service of Hashem.
These two expressions of faith 
are the foundations upon which 
the entire Torah is based. Tying 
the tefillin to our hand and head, 
corresponding to the two centers 
of thought- the brain and the heart 
– is a sign through which we will 
always remember to guard and 
fulfill the mitzvos of Hashem, to 
submit ourselves to Him in all our 
actions and thoughts and to distance 
ourselves from sin. (According 
to Ramban and Rabbeinu Yosef 
Bechor Shor, Shemos 13:16; Sefer 
Hachinuch 421-422)
This is how the Rambam expresses 
it in Yad Hachazakah (Tefillin 4:25): 
“Tefillin are very holy because 
as long as the tefillin are on the 
person’s head and arm, he is 
humble and G-d fearing, and is 
not drawn to mockery and idle 
talk, and does not think bad 
thoughts, but rather channels his 
heart to the words of truth and 
justice. Therefore, a person should 
try to have them on all day, because 
that is their mitzvah.”

Binding Them as a Sign onto 
Our Arm and Between Our 

Eyes
The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 
[Lieberman] V’eschanan) explains 

the essence of the mitzvah of 
binding the tefillin with a parable: 
A person sets out on the way with 
merchandise in hand, on constant 
alert for the tax authorities that may 
catch him and impose on him high 
taxes that are to be paid to the king. 
But anyone who has the king’s seal 
on his merchandise is not afraid of 
them because no one will collect tax 
from the king. So too, as long as we 
are wearing tefillin, we do not fear 
the prosecuting forces, because the 
tefillin is like the seal of the King 
that proves that all our deeds are 
l’Shem Shamayim.
We also express this in the nusach 
of the Yehi Ratzon recited prior 
to donning tefillin: “Umishefa 
mitzvas tefillin yismashech alai 
lihiyos li chaim aruchim—from 
the abundance of the mitzvah of 
tefillin I should have a long life with 
holy abundance and holy thoughts 
without any thought of sin at all, 
and the yetzer hara should not tempt 
us and should not provoke us and 
should let us serve Hashem with our 
hearts.”

The Virtues and 
Holiness of Tefillin

Tefillin are so holy that the Gemara 
says (Brachos 6a) that it is as 
though HaKadosh Baruch Hu dons 
them as a symbol of the especial 
bond between Him and Knesses 
Yisrael. Even after the cheit ha’egel, 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu showed 
Moshe His kesher of tefillin, to 
instruct him that the bond between 
Him and Yisrael is unbreakable. 
(See Reishis Chochmah, Shaar 
Hakedushah 6:49; Toras Moshe of 
the Chasam Sofer, Parashas Bo).
Tefillin are a glory for Yisrael, as 
the Gemara says (Brachos 11a) 
from the passuk (Yechezkel 24:17): 
“P’ercha chavush alecha.” Their 
name, “totafos” – is the language of 
tachshit, a piece of jewelry (Shabbos 
57a), which indicates that they are 
like a piece of jewelry for Yisrael. 
(Haksav Vehakabbalah Shemos 33)
This fact should generate great joy 
for us when we don them. It is told 
that Harav Avraham of Tchechanov 
was once asked by his close friend, 
an erudite Torah scholar: We both 
serve Hashem and study His Torah 
tirelessly; why did you merit to 
have your name become famous 
as a Rebbe? Instead of an answer, 
Rav Avraham asked him: Can you 
remember the happiest event of your 
life? The friend thought it over and 
finally said honestly: Indeed, it was 
when I once earned ten thousands 
rubles at once. “You should know,” 
Rav Avraham told him, “that each 
day, when I stretch out my arm 
to put on tefillin and I think of the 
greatness of the privilege that we 
have, even before I put them on I am 
enveloped with great joy a thousand 
times greater than the joy you 
described…” The friend understood 
the answer and for that day on, he 
also called his friend “Rebbe”… 
(B’yeshishim Chochmah p. 35)

Krias Shema – First Parashah (7)
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A Glance at the 
Seder Hatefillah

One of the great sages of Yerushalayim was 
Harav Nesanel Halevi Reisman, zt”l, the 
father of the tzaddik Harav Yisrael Yitzchak 
Halevi Reisman, zt”l, who served as a 
member of the Badatz Eida Hachareidis in 
the city.
As a bachur, Rav Nesanel served the 
Chiddushei Hari”m, zy”a, and merited to 
acquire from him Torah and chassidus, and 
later was one of the eminent Chassidim of the 
Rebbe’s grandson, the Sfas Emes, zy”a. As a 
young man, he lived in Warsaw, the capital 
of Poland, where he earned the reputation 
of one of the prominent Chassidim. People 
would enjoy conversing with him in Torah 
and chassidus.
A short time after the passing of his Rebbe, 
the Chiddushei Harim, the wife of Rav 
Nesanel fell ill, and was at death’s door. 
As a loyal chassid, he went to seek advice 
from his Rebbe, the Sfas Emes. The Rebbe 
instructed him to go to Eretz Yisrael, and 
there, he would find salvation.
Without hesitation, Rav Nesanel hastened 
to pack his belongings and traveled to Eretz 
Yisrael with his young, sick wife, and baby 
daughter. In Eretz Yisrael his wife recovered, 
and indeed, lived a long life.
In those days, living conditions in 
Yerushalayim were very difficult. No one 
knew Rav Nesanel, and the apartment 
that had been allocated to him was little 
more than a small, dark, damp cellar.
Despite the hunger and lack in his home, Rav 
Nesanel was overjoyed at being able to dwell 
in the palace of the King. All he aspired to do 
was to learn more Torah and serve Hashem. 
Each week, on Sunday morning, Rav 
Nesanel would leave his home and go to the 
shul on the next street. There, he served his 
Creator all week, and returned home only at 
midday on Friday. Each day, his pious wife 
would bring him a meager meal—the only 
one he ate.
Rav Nesanel had a close childhood friend, 
Rav Yeshaya Pribas. While they still lived 
in Warsaw, the two often spoke in learning 
and chassidus. Before they parted from one 
another when Rav Nesanel left for Erez 
Yisrael, Rav Yeshaya asked him to send a 
letter describing his life in the Holy Land.
Half a year after arriving in Eretz Yisrael, 
Rav Nesanel finally found time to write the 
letter. A few weeks later, the letter arrived at 
Reb Yeshaya’s home. Rav Yeshaya, who had 
been waiting anxiously for the letter, quickly 
began to read it.
In his long letter, Rav Nesanel described in 
detail the beautiful life that he was living since 
making aliyah, the lofty tefillos he merited to 
daven with holy emotions, the many hours 
he spent learning and the venerable people 
he had gotten to know. At the end of the letter 
he added a few chiddushei Torah that he had 
recently thought of.
One detail in the letter caused Reb Yeshaya 
deep wonder. He reread the line twice and 
three times, but could not believe it.
“My apartment in Yerushalayim is large 
and spacious. It has two spacious rooms, its 
ceiling is high and adorned with flowers and 
plants, and it also has twelve large windows, 
about three meters high, that are set into the 
walls, through which light and fresh air come 
in, and through which we have magnificent 
views of Yerushalayim, surrounded by 
mountains…”
Reb Yeshaya, who had heard much about the 
difficult living conditions in Yerushalayim, 
had a hard time believing this. Even in 
Warsaw, his native city, no one but the 
wealthiest and most prominent residents 
lived in such luxury; how much more so was 
that likely the case in Yerushalayim…
He wondered about this, but knowing his 
friend as a G-d fearing Yid, he did not suspect 
him of lying. He just waited for the moment 
he would be able to go visit the Holy City to 
see all that was described in the letter with 

his own eyes. “Who knows,” he dreamed, 
“perhaps I will also be able to move with my 
family to Yerushalayim.”
After that, Rav Yeshaya began saving money 
and when he had the necessary amount, he 
purchased a ticket, packed his belongings 
and set out on the way.
The sun was baking down on his head when 
he finally found himself at the gateway to 
the city. His body ached from the travails of 
the long, arduous journey, and he longed for 
some rest. He hoped he would quickly find 
his friend’s elegant home, where surely there 
would be a comfortable bed for him, with a 
filling meal.
“Can you show me the way to the home 
of Rav Nesanel Reisman?” he turned to a 
Yerushalmi child who was passing. The 
boy, wearing a white yarmulke with peyos 
bouncing on his cheeks, eagerly acceded to 
Rav Yeshaya’s request and ran ahead of him 
through the alleyways, until he pointed to a 
narrow flight of stairs at the end of which 
was a rickety door. “There, at that door, 
is Rav Nesanel’s home,” he pointed to the 
bottom of the stairs and then disappeared 
from view.
Reb Yeshaya’s heart froze. He understood 
that he had been misled, and he carefully 
descended the broken stairs. When he 
reached the bottom he knocked at the door. 
It was opened by Reb Nesanel’s young 
daughter, dressed in faded, patched clothes.
“Where is Reb Nesanel?” Reb Yeshaya 
asked, and the little one responded 
immediately: “What do you mean where is 
he? In the shul!”
The door closed and Reb Yeshaya turned 
towards the shul. In his heart, he felt anger 
at his friend, and already planned what to 
say when he met him. But when he drew 
close to the shul and the familiar sweet voice 
of Reb Nesanel davening reached his ears, 
his anger was somewhat assuaged. He was 
sure that his friend would have a reasonable 
explanation.
Reb Nesanel davened for quite some time, 
and Reb Yeshaya waited patiently at the 
side. After he concluded, Reb Yeshaya 
approached and placed a soft hand of Reb 
Nesanel’s shoulder.
Reb Nesanel started and turned to see who 
it was; when he saw his longtime friend he 
could not contain his excitement. “Baruch…
mechayeh hameisim” – he recited the 
brachah with great fervor and then walked 
out of the shul to be able to converse with 
his friend.
“Reb Nesanel, why did you deceive me?” the 
question burst out of Reb Yeshaya’s mouth 
unintentionally after just a moment.
“I deceived you?” The surprise was apparent 
in Reb Nesanel’s eyes. “I do not remember 
every deceiving you,” he exclaimed, and 
Reb Yeshaya hastened to explain his great 
expectations that had arisen following 
his friend’s letter, and the tremendous 
disappointment he had felt after seeing the 
hovel in which he actually lived.
“Reb Yeshaya, you don’t understand…” Reb 
Nesanel replied with a smile. “That shabby 
apartment that you saw is not my home at 
all. My home is here, in the shul! This is 
where I am all week, deeply immersed in 
the world of Torah and tefillah, learning and 
avodas Hashem. Come inside Reb Yeshaya, 
take a measuring tape and check. Aren’t 
the windows three meters high? Look up 
at the ceiling; is it low? Does it not have 
engravings of plants and flowers…?!”
Reb Yeshaya was amazed at the pure truth 
that emerged from Reb Nesanels’ mouth, and 
he nodded in agreement.
“Achas sha’alti me’eis Hashem kol yemei 
chayai, shivti beveis Hashem…lachazos 
benoam Hashem ulevaker beheichalo.”
Otzroseihem Amalei, Vayishlach; Otzros Yerushalayim, 

Vol. VI, p. 507; Doros, Terumah 5770

My Home Should Be Called a Bais Tefillah


