
A Brachah Out of Love
”ואהבך וברכך“ (ז יג)

The Rebbe Harav Moshe Yechiel of Ozherov 
explained:
The Torah preceded the “and He will bless you” 
with “and He will love you” to teach us that a 
brachah has to come out of love. As the words 
of Birchas Kohanim state: “Vetzivanu levarech 
es amo Yisrael b’ahavah.” Likewise, Chazal 
instructed in the Zohar HaKadosh (Naso 147 2) 
that any Kohein that does not love Am Yisrael 
should not recite Birchas Kohanim.

Be’er Moshe, Ki Seitzei

Amen – The Greatest of All
”ארץ חטה ושערה וגפן ותאנה ורמון ארץ זית שמן ודבש“ 

(ח ח)
It says in Maseches Brachos (48a) that the 
passuk lists the fruits in the order of their 
importance; the earlier it appears in the passuk 
the higher it is in the order of reciting brachos. 
When the president of Bnei Emunim, Rav 
Yaakov Dov Marmorstein visited the home 
of the Raavad of Yerushalayim, Harav Moshe 
Sternbuch, shlita, the Raavad says that based 
on these words of Chazal we can also learn 
about the importance of answering amen:
The holy Zohar (see Tikkunei Zohar 
Hachadash Vol. II 83 1) says that the word 
“tzaddik” alludes to the quota of holy things 
that must be recited each day: “tzaddik” – 90 
amens, “dalet”- four times Kedushah; “yud” – 
10 Kaddish and “kuf” – 100 brachos. It can be 
assumed that this statement also lists them in 
order of their importance, and thus we find that 
answering amen is most important of them all, 
as Chazal stated (Brachos 53b): “the one who 
answers amen is greater than the one making 
the brachah.”

Reciting A Request Together with Praise
”ואכלת ושבעת וברכת את ה‘ אלקיך“ (ח י)

At the end of Birchas Hamazon we recite 
many pleas and requests. There are several 

explanations for this; following are two of 
them:

1. The Chofetz Chaim explained this according 
to a concept written by Rabbeinu Bechayei 
(Shemos 19:3): “Tefillah is heard better during 
the time that a mitzvah is being done,” and 
therefore while doing the mitzvah of Birchas 
Hamazon it is worthy to daven for our needs. 
Harav Avraham Erlanger, shlita, Rosh 
Yeshivas Kol Torah, adds that even if we 
adhere to the takanah of the Ari HaKadosh to 
say before davening: “I hereby accept upon 
myself the mitzvas asei of v’ahavata le’reiacha 
kamocha,” and that the entire tefillah should be 
said with ahavas Yisrael, then we will merit to 
have the segulah of “tefillah being done at the 

time of a mitzvah” which, as stated, is better 
accepted.
2. Harav Leib Mitzberg, shlita, Rosh Yeshivas 
Hamasmidim, further explained, according 
to the Tur (Bereishis 29:35), that whenever a 
person thanks Hashem for the past, he should 
also accompany it with a request for the future, 
so that he doesn’t sound like someone who 
has received everything, and no longer needs 
anything. Similarly, when we finish praising 
Hashem in Birchas Hamazon, we immediately 
add requests for the future.

Chofetz Chaim al HaTorah, Ki Savo; Birchas Avraham 
Maamarim p. 296; Haggadah Shel Pesach Ben Melech 

p. 190

“One Who Davens for His Friend” 
from the Depths of His Heart

”שמע ישראל אתה עבר היום את הירדן“ ( ט א)

“What is ‘atah over’? Rabi Tanchuma said: 
Moshe made the effort before them and said 
you are crossing, and I am not! He gave them 
an opening that perhaps they could plead for 
mercy for him.” (Devarim Rabbah 3 11)
Why didn’t Moshe explicitly ask Bnei Yisrael 
to daven for him?
Harav Yaakov Chaim Sofer, author of Kaf 
Hachaim, explained:
When one urges a friend to daven for him, it 
may happen that the friend will eventually 
daven for him as lip service, so as not to refuse 
the friend’s request. But one who feels of his 
own accord a need to daven for his friend is 
surely doing so from the bottom of his heart. 
Therefore, Moshe preferred to hint to Bnei 
Yisrael to daven for him over instructing them 
clearly.
The Imrei Emes explained this differently:
Hashem’s directive to Moshe (ibid 4:26): 
“Do not continue to speak to Me on this” also 
includes an instruction that he should not ask 
others to daven for him, and therefore, Moshe 
asked Bnei Yisrael indirectly to do so. 
Yismach Yisrael [Harav Y. C. Sofer]; Likutei Yehudah

“Because Hashem Gives You
 Strength” to Answer Amen

”וזכרת את ה‘ אלקיך כי הוא הנתן לך כח לעשות חיל“ 
(ח יח)

The Chida explained:
It is known that every single mitzvah that a 
person does creates an angel that advocates 
for. Hence, tzaddikim who do many 
mitzvos have an entire army of angels 
advocating for them. The passuk warns us 
that we should not become proud of this 
army but rather “Remember Hashem…He 
is the One that gives you strength to do” 
the mitzvos, through which this “chayil” 
this army, is created.
Furthermore, as is well known, amen is 
numerically equivalent to “malach”, an 
angel, and because a person can answer 
amen countless times in his life, then there 
is no other mitzvah that can create for 
him so many countless angels. Therefore, 
the passuk uses the term “koach la’asos 
chayil,” because the amen needs to be 
recited “bechol kocho,” with all his might. 
(Shabbos 119b)
Tzavarei Shalal Vayakhel; Kuntress Hashirah Hazos, p. 18
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Thursday 28 Av is the yahrtzeit of the Netziv of Volozhin. This is a beautiful chiddush that 
he brings in his sefer Meromei Sadeh (Nazir 66b) about the great virtue of answering amen:

Chazal (Yalkut Shimoni Ha’azinu remez 942) teach us the obligation of answering amen from the passuk 
(Devarim 32:3): “Ki Shem Hashem ekra havu godel l’Elokeinu” and explain: When I call in the Name of 
Hashem with a brachah, those who listen have to add to its greatness by answering amen. 
According to this we can say that even a brachah that is obligated derabbanan has a 
d’Oraisa obligation to answer amen, and it is understood why the one who answers 
amen is greater than the one making the brachah. Because one who answers amen is 

fulfilling a mitzvah from the Torah and one who makes brachos 
is sometimes only fulfilling the mitzvah derabbanan.

Birchos Hashachar bechavrusa – it's d'Oraisa!
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“Vehayah” Is a Term of Joy
There is a well known rule in the 
words of Chazal that the word 
“vehayah” written in the Torah 
symbolizes simchah, joy (Bereishis 
Rabbah 42 2 and others). Here, too, 
in the parashah of tzitzis the Torah 
writes: “Vehayah lachem letzitzis” 
and the Midrash (Tanchumah Shelach 
15) cites with it the passuk in Tehillim 
(97 11): “Ohr zarua latzaddik 
uleyishrei lev simchah.”
Rabbeinu Chaim Amram, one of the 
mekubalim of Tzefas, explained:
The 32 strings of tzitzis have the 
segulah to arouse joy in one’s heart, 
because the techeiles that is weaved 
among them resembles the Kisei 
Hakavod, where the Shechinah 
dwells. David Hamelech writes in 
Tehillim (119:74): “Yereiecha yiruni 
veyismachu,” those who fear You 
will see me and rejoice. That is why 
the passuk here alludes: “Uleyishrei 
lev (lamed beis is 32)  simchah” – 
corresponding to the 32 strings in the 
tzitzis. (Matam Hamelech, Vol. VI, 
797, cited in Yafeh Lalev 24:18:13.)

Looking at Tzitzis While Doing 
the Mitzvah

The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 
24 4) writes: “There are those who 
have a custom of looking at the tzitzis 
when they reach the words “ure’isem 
oso,” and you shall see it, and this is 
a nice custom and ----.” The Rema 
adds that some even kiss the tzitzis 
while they look at them—and all of 
this is because of the dearness of the 
mitzvah. --- The Mishnah Berurah (7) 
adds in the name of early Sages that 
anyone who passes the strings of the 
tzitizs over his eyes when he recites 
the parashah of tzitzis is guaranteed 
to be protected from blindness.
The Sma”k (Asei 28) explained from 
the words passuk “Ure’isem oso” that 
seeing the tzitzis is a mitzvah in and 
of itself, but many of the Rishonim 
differ. The Shu”t Hariva”sh (Vol. II, 
486) says that this is not a mitzvah 
on its own, but explained that it is 
certainly an important component of 
the mitzvah, because seeing the tzitzis 
makes a person remember the mitzvos 
of Hashem, which is the purpose of 
this mitzvah.

The Time to Look at the Tzitzis
With regard to the fitting time for 
this mitzvah, the Targum Yonasan 
(Bamidbar 15:39) writes: “you 
should see it when you wear it during 
the day,” meaning that throughout all 
the hours of the day there is a mitzvah 
to look at the tzitzis. But practically, 
the poskim (Shulchan Aruch ibid) 
rule that this seeing needs to be done 
while reciting “Ure’isem oso.”
It is said in the name of the Arizal that 
a person needs to look at the tzitzis 
every hour and minute, and thus 
he will fulfill the commandment of 
“Ure’isem oso.” It is a great benefit 
to the soul, and if a person is careful 
about it, then he will not come to sin, 
which is also a great achievement. 
(Shaar Hakavnos, Tzitzis, Drush 7). 
They also said (ibid, Kavanas Krias 
Shema Drush 8) that even someone 

who does not have techeiles in 
his clothes needs to have in mind 
when he looks at them by the words 
“Ure’isem oso” as if there was a 
string of techeiles there.
It is also fitting to cite here the Ibn 
Ezra (Bamidbar 15:39) regarding the 
mitzvah of tzitzis: “This mitzvah…
that a person should always cover 
himself with it by day and should 
not take it off…In my opinion he is 
more obligated to envelope himself in 
tztizis during the other hours besides 
the time of tefillah, so that he should 
remember and not make an error and 
do a sin at any hour, because during 
davening he will surely not sin.” 

“And all the Nations of the 
World Will See that the Name 

of Hashem Is Upon You”
Harav Yochanan Luria, one of the 
early sages of Ashkenaz, the great 
grandfather of the Maharshal, related:
In my times, all the Jews in the 
district were ordered to wear a patch 
of yellow on their clothes, as a mark 
of shame. I once met a priest in 
Strasbourg and he asked me: “Jew, 
do you know what this mark on your 
clothes means?” I replied that I wear 
it because the king commanded me 
to, and if he would command me to 
carry a great weight, then I would 
also comply with his words, even 
though there is no understandable 
reason for it.
Said the priest: “I will explain the 
reason to you: Your G-d separated 
you from all the nations and gave 
you the mitzvos so that everyone 
could clearly see the difference 
between you and the nations. The 
mitzvah of tztizis that you perform 
due to the commandment of your 
G-d indicates that you keep all the 
mitzvos, both hidden and open. “As 
long as you were careful to observe 
that mitzvah, then you had peace. But 
since you became lax about it and 
to be ashamed of this mitzvah, then 
Hashem decreed that you have to bear 
a symbol of shame, as a sign of your 
foolish behavior.”
When I heard this I immediately 
took out the tzitzis that were 
concealed beneath my clothing and 
showed them to him, but he was not 
impressed and claimed: “You should 
be wearing them on the outside, so 
that everyone should see them…” 
(Meshivas Nefesh, Shemos 2:19)
On the same subject, the Tzemach 
Tzedek of Lubavitch, zy”a, was once 
asked by the Tsar of Russia: ‘Why 
do you wear your tzitzis over your 
garments and do not act like many 
other tzaddikim who suffice with 
wearing it beneath their clothes? This 
is a prideful custom!”
The Tzemach Tzedek replied with 
wisdom and humility: “The tzitzis 
were given to us so that we should 
look at them and remember the 
mitzvos of Hashem. There are those 
who have a sharp memory and it is 
enough for them to gaze at the tzitzis 
from time to time for this purpose. 
But I don’t have a strong memory 
and only if I see the tztizis all the time 
will I remember the mitzvos as I was 
commanded.” (Daas Zekeinim [Rav 
Avraham Itinga] Chapter 13:3)
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A Glance at the 
Seder Hatefillah

Yehudah had grown up in a 
good family. His childhood 
was a pleasant one, in a home 
that was saturated in Torah 
and good deeds. On the other 
hand, there was a constant 
lack because the family was 
very por. Yehudah was the 
fulfillment of the words of 
Chazal (Nedarim 81a): “Be 
careful with the children of the 
poor because from them Torah 
will come forth.” He grew up 
and succeeded in everything 
he did: in cheder, yeshivah 
ketanah and yeshivah 
gedolah, he was always one 
of the best boys and everyone 
wanted to be close to him.
But when he reached the age 
of shidduchim, this trend 
reversed, and the poverty at 
home served as a significant 
drawback. Many wanted 
him as a chassan for their 
daughters, but as is the way 
of the world, because he had 
an older sister and brother 
who had not gotten married 
due to the financial situation, 
Yehudah’s shidduch was also 
delayed for a long time. He 
had to watch how his friends 
got married one after another, 
while he waited for a yeshuah.
To his credit, throughout this 
long and trying time, after 
all his friends and classmates 
had gotten married, he did 
not become lax at all in his 
learning. He maintained the 
schedules in the yeshivah as 
though it was his first year 
there.
When it was finally his turn, 
after his brother and sister 
merited to find their matches, 
Yehudah was relatively 
older, and the shadchanim 
were not quite banging the 
door down. A large number 
of the shidduchim that were 
suggested were not suitable 
for his spiritual and learning 
level, and the few that were 
did not happen for other 
reasons.
He grew lonelier –and more 
embarrassed –with each 
day that went by. His mood 
began to flag – but he did not 
break. He would find solace 
in his tefillos, which became 
renowned, with tears and 
sobs. He pleaded to his Father 
in Heaven, and did not give up 
for one moment hoping and 
praying for a yeshuah to come 
quickly.
One day, Yehudah found a 
small, old and rare mussar 
sefer. He read it during his 
afternoon break, and its words 
found a path to his heart, 
as if they had been written 
especially for him:
One who seeks to annul a 
decree that is upon him should 
undertake a mitzvah or a good 
custom and should take care 
to adhere to it, with absolute 
dedication, even if it is against 
his nature. One who does so is 
guaranteed from Above that 
he will be treated measure 
for measure, and against the 
norms of nature, the decree 
that has been decreed on him 
will be transformed from a 
trial to a salvation.
The author of the sefer 
continued to detail a long list 
of mitzvos and practices that 
seemed easy to implement. 
Yehudah thought it over and 
decided to undertake to daven 
with a minyan at any cost, no 

matter what.
Yehudah remembered the 
words of Chazal and poskim 
about the virtues of davening 
betzibbur, as such tefillah is 
always heard before Hashem. 
He also remembered the 
words of Chazal about 
the added virtue of tefillah 
betzibbur, through which one 
can accumulate countless 
amens, and he was sure that he 
had made the best choice.
From that day on, he did not 
miss davening with a minyan 
even once, at yeshivah or at 
the shul near his house. This 
was not as easy as it sounds, 
because the yeshivah was 
located in a more distant 
neighborhood, where there 
were few minyanim. If he 
missed them, he would have to 
walk a great distance or travel 
by car or bus to a place where 
there was a minyan.
One day, when the afternoon 
seder began, Yehudah 
suddenly felt a severe 
headache. He tried to ignore 
it but the pain intensified. He 
asked his chavrusa to excuse 
him and went to his room 
to rest a bit, hoping that the 
headache would pass.
Yehudah awoke into the 
darkness. He glanced at his 
watch in alarm and discovered 
that it was very late. His 
roommates were already 
sleeping, and he hastily put on 
his hat and suit and went out to 
the quiet street.
A cold night wind hit his face. 
He was at a loss: “Where 
will I find a minyan now?” 
he wondered. Suddenly as if 
from Above, a taxi screeched 
to a halt in front of him. “Do 
you need help?!” the friendly 
driver asked. Yehudah didn’t 
think twice and asked, “Please 
take me to Itzkowitz!” The 
driver, who wore a yarmulke, 
did not need any additional 
information, and shortly 
thereafter he pulled up in front 
of the famous shul.
It was already very late, and 
there was hardly a minyan 
even at Itzkowitz. Yehudah 
waited for a long time until 
another six people finally 
gathered. When they were 
about to give up, the taxi 
driver suddenly appeared 
with an elderly American 
man, accompanied by a young 
grandson.
“Hashem sent you two more 
people!” the driver announced 
gleefully. “And I’ll join you 
as well,” he declared, and 
davening began.
Something about the special 
atmosphere, and the effort that 
preceded it, caused Yehudah 
to be swept up by the intensity 
of the tefillah. It was a 
different davening than usual; 
he felt enveloped in holiness; 
he uttered each word slowly 
and could hardly contain his 
emotions and keep up with the 
other mispallelim.
Most of the others had already 
completed Shemoneh Esrei, 
but Yehduah found it hard to 
disconnect. He kept standing, 
swaying in his corner, and 
when the others saw that 
he was not finishing, they 
asked a passerby to come and 
complete their minyan. Soon 
enough, it was over.
For half an hour after that, 

Yehudah was still deeply 
immersed in his Shemoneh 
Esrei. He did not feel the 
eyes fixed on his back. It 
was the elderly man who had 
come with the taxi driver. He 
could not tear his gaze away 
from the bachur, was clearly 
a yarei Shamayim, standing 
and davening tearfully. He 
sensed that he might be able 
to help the younger man, and 
waited patiently until Yehudah 
finished.
Yehudah concluded with 
Aleinu, which he recited 
with great joy and a feeling 
of closeness to Hashem, and 
turned to leave the shul. The 
older man followed him out. 
Yehduah deliberated how he 
would return to yeshivah, 
after using all the money that 
he had to pay the taxi driver. 
Suddenly he felt a friendly 
hand on his shoulder.
“Shalom aleichem,” the older 
man proffered his hand to 
Yehudah. 
“Aleichem shalom,” Yehudah 
replied bashfully. He wanted 
to let go of the other man’s 
hand, but the man did not let 
go. He began to chat with 
Yehudah, asking about his 
family and where he learned. 
When he heard that Yehudah 
was not yet married, his eyes 
began to sparkle.
He had a granddaughter living 
in America. She had every 
ma’alah and middah, but due 
to some Heavenly decree, 
she was already twenty five 
and not yet married. Now, 
the grandfather felt, it had 
been ordained for him to meet 
Yehudah, and it was surely not 
for naught.
He didn’t share his thoughts. 
The conversation between 
him and Yehudah carried on, 
and as the moments passed, 
the grandfather realized that 
he was truly a high caliber 
bachur. He then ordered a 
taxi on his account to take 
Yehudah back to yeshivah.
On the way to the hotel where 
he was staying, the grandfather 
called America to speak to 
his daughter and son-in-law. 
He told them that something 
good was in the offing…From 
the details that he gave them, 
the girl’s parents realized that 
indeed, there was something 
to look into, and quickly made 
reservations to come to Israel.
The shidduch moved along 
quickly and within a week, 
they broke a plate. Yehudah 
had gotten the perfect 
shidduch – a wonderful kallah 
whose parents had money and 
pledged to provide the young 
couple with everything they 
needed.
A few months later, Yehudah 
stood under the chuppah, 
overjoyed. On his way, his 
eyes scanned the crowd, 
when they suddenly fell on 
a familiar figure. It was the 
friendly taxi driver, the one 
who Heaven had ordained to 
be the go between to introduce 
the grandfather and himself, 
and to include him in the 
minyan. The driver smiled at 
Yehudah, who smiled back 
with an emotion that betrayed 
their shared secret: You can 
only gain from tefillah with 
minyan.

Shabbos Tisch Ki Savo 5775

Tefillah With Minyan Connected Two Worlds


