
Brachah and Klalah Are Our Choice
”ראה אנכי נתן לפניכם היום ברכה וקללה“ (יט כו)

There was a respected community in America 
that was led by a very wise and erudite Rav 
for many years. In time, the Rav and many of 
the older members of the community passed 
on, and the younger members appointed a 
new Rav who, like his predecessor was a 
talmid chacham and yarei Shamayim.
One day, a young member of the community 
approached the new Rav with a complaint: 
“From the previous Rav we would hear 
brachos, while from you we only hear 
curses!”
The Rav was stunned to hear this, and the 
man explained: “I remember that when I was 
a boy, when we would finish Krias Shema 
and wait for the Rav to finish, we would hear 
him say the words of the brachos: “lema’an 
yirbu yemeichem…” While with you, when 
we wait we hear curses: “Vecharah af 
Hashem bachem v’atzar es hashamayim…”
The Rav smiled and replied: “You should 
know that I daven in the exact same nusach 
that the previous Rav davened; the difference 
is among you. Your fathers were G-d fearing 
and were careful to recite Krias Shema word 
for word. By the time they finished, the 
Rav was already holding at “L’maan yirbu 
yemeichem…” You recite Krias Shema very 
hastily and when you finish, I am still reciting 
the curses in the parashah of Vehayah Im 
Shamoa.
This story was related by Rav Yitzchak 
David Esrog, the Rav of Utica, New York, as 
a parable to explain these words. Here, too, 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu said to Bnei Yisrael: 
You have been given the choice of what 
you want to have – blessing, or, chalilah, a 
curse…

Pri Eitz Hadar, Vol. II, p. 16

One Must “Uproot” the Evil
”אבד תאבדון את כל המקמות אשר עבדו שם הגוים“ (יב ב)

In Maseches Avodah Zarah (45b), the 
Gemara explains the redundant language 

of “abeid t’abdun”, that one who uproots 

avodah zarah needs to ensure that he also 
pulls out the roots that are concealed beneath 
the ground [“lesharesh achareha”].
Based on this Gemara, the Imrei Emes 
explained the words of the tefillah of 
Rosh Hashanah: “Vechol harishah kulah 
k’ashan tichleh.” We specially repeat the 
words “vechol harishah kulah” because as 
the Gemara says, one has to “lesharesh”, 
completely uproot the avodah zarah.
As proof of this, the Imrei Emes cited the 
Levush (Orach Chaim 582 8, and see the Taz, 
ibid 3) who noted the double language later 
in the davening: “Meloch al kol ha’olam 
kulo”, yet the Levush did not ask the same 
question regarding words “vechol harishah 
kulah” stated beforehand. The reason for the 
Levush did not comment at all (even though 
he cited it earlier in se’if 5) is for the stated 
reason—that it is known that one needs to 
uproot avodah zarah from the roots, but why 
would there be a double language for “kol 
ha’olam kulo.”

Imrei Emes Likutim, p. 182

Where Was a Brachah Recited 
With Shem Hameforash?

”כי אם אל המקום אשר יבחר ה‘ אלקיכם...לשום את שמו 
שם“ (יב ה)

Harav Pinchas Horowitz, the author of the 
Hafla’ah, explained:
The Mishnah (Sotah 38 1) says that by 
contrast to the custom wherever Jews lived, 
when the Kohanim would raise their hands 
in the Mikdash, they would recite the Shem 
Hameforash in the brachah. The passuk here 
alludes to this: “Hamakom asher yivchar 
Hashem lasum es Shemo sham, the place 
where Hashem chooses to put His Name 
there” – which is the Bais Hamikdash.
Similarly, one can explain the passuk in 
Tehillim (118 26): “Baruch haba beSheim 
Hashem beirachnuchem mibeis Hashem” 
– When do we make a brachah “BeSheim 
Hashem”? Only for a brachah that is recited 
“beveis Hashem,” in Hashem’s house.

Panim Yafos

Matan Torah D’Oraisa
”ועשית חג שבעות לה‘ אלקיך...ושמרת ועשית את החקים 

האלה“ (טז י; יב)
Differently to the other festivals when we 
were given special mitzvos, such as sukkah 
and matzah, on Shavuos we were not 
commanded to do any special mitzvah. So 
why does the Torah warn us: “And you should 
guard and you should do these chukim”?
The Netziv of Volozhin explains:
This warning does not apply to specific 
mitzvos, but rather to all the chukim in the 
Torah. The Torah commands us: “Veshamarta 
v’asisa es hachukim ha’eleh” – on this day of 
Matan Torah, accept upon yourselves to learn 
the Torah and to keep all its laws, because the 
Torah was given on this day and thus it is an 
auspicious time to accept the yoke of Torah.
As an aside, the Netziv explains that this is a 
clear mention in the Torah of Shavuos as the day 
of Matan Torah, as we refer to it in the tefillos 
of the Yom Tov, as “Zman Matan Toraseinu.”

Ha’amek Davar

Amen – As Much As You Want
”ועשית חג שבעות לה‘ אלקיך מסת נדבת ידך אשר 

תתן“ (טז י)

“Misas nidvas yadcha asher” – is an 
acronym for “yud amen”. The Torah 
alludes that after each one of the Ten 
Commandments that Yisrael heard at 
Sinai, they answered amen.
We can also learn from this that by 
contrast to the brachah recited only 
under certain circumstances, the amen 
can be recited as much as a person wants 
– like “misas nidvas yadcha, the fullness 
of your open-handed gift.”

Bais Yehoshua Shavuos
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Amen. One word, three letters, boundless merits.

We all want to arrive at the Day of Judgment filled with merits like a pomegranate is filled with seeds. We have an opportunity to fill up packages of mitzvos easily and with little effort: Let us pay attention to every brachah recited around us, and to answer amen with kavanah, and we will accumulate an overflowing vessel of merits for Rosh Hashanah.
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613 Mitzvos in Tzitzis
Rashi (Bamidbar 15:32) says 
that remembering the mitzvos 
through tzitzis is done by 
the fact that the numerical 
equivalent of tzitzis is 600, and 
together with the eight strings 
and five knots, it equals 613, 
the number of all the mitzvos. 
But the Ramban asks (ibid): 
Doesn’t the Torah write the 
word “tzitzis” without the letter 
“yud”, which then reduces the 
equivalent to 590? Therefore, 
he disagrees with Rashi and 
states that remembering the 
mitzvos is done by seeing the 
techeiles which reminds of 
the existence of Hashem Who 
commanded us to wear it.
However the Tosafos 
(Menachos 39a, beginning 
with the word “lo”) reconciled 
the words of Rashi by citing 
the Midrash (Pesikta Zutresa 
end of Parashas Shelach) 
that because in the parashah 
of tzitzis the Torah writes the 
word “tzitzis” without the yud 
three times, therefore the Torah 
added the letter “lamed” to the 
final word “tzitzis” – Vehaya 
lachem letzitzis, and lamed is 
numerically equivalent to thirty 
and that completes the three 
missing yuds in this parashah. 
Thus the words of Rashi can be 
understood.
Why, then, did the Torah write 
the allusion to the 613 mitzvos 
three times in this parashah? 
The Chida (Devash Lefi 
Maareches 90, 29) explains 
that the three times tzitzis 
correspond to the three parts 
of the performance of mitzvos: 
thought, speech and action. The 
Torah made sure to complete 
the number 613 by adding the 
letter lamed specifically to 
the last word “tzitzis” which 
corresponds to the action, 
to teach us that thought and 
talking about the mitzvah are 
not enough on their own, “and 
everything goes according to 
the action.” (Avos 3:21)

How Can We Prevent 
Forgetting Mitzvos?

There is a well known question 
by the Akeidah (Tetzaveh Shaar 
51) regarding the rule of mitzvos 
that are dependent on memory: 
How can one command a person 
to remember; isn’t forgetting 
something that is not dependent 
on the person? With the mitzvah 
of tzitzis as well, we can ask: 
how were we commanded, 
“And you shall see them…and 
you shall remember”?
There are a few ideas about how 
to do this:
1. The passuk (Tehillim 
119:93), “L’olam lo eshkach 

pikudecha ki bam chiyesani” 
is explained by the Ohev 
Yisrael of Apta to mean that if 
I know that “ki bam chiyesani” 
– that my life is contingent on 
observing Torah and mitzvos 
then in any case “lo eshkach 
pikudecha”, I will not forget 
Your instructions. Just like a 
person cannot forget to eat or 
to breathe because he knows 
his life is contingent on it, so, 
too, the Torah commands us to 
recognize the tremendous value 
and importance of the mitzvos 
to our entire lives. If we take 
care to observe the mitzvos with 
love and joy, then we will in 
any case remember the mitzvos 
and will not forget a single one 
of them. (Shemen Afarsemon, 
Shelach)
2. Harav Mordechai 
of Tchernobyl explained it a 
bit differently: Indeed, even a 
person who is careful to review 
and remember all the mitzvos, 
to observe them, and to try and 
refrain from doing aveiros, and 
through that he merits to rise 
to a higher spiritual level, it is 
possible that from time to time 
his yetzer hara will overpower 
and will cause him to forget 
or ignore the mitzvos. This is 
a great danger, because in one 
moment he may slide down 
from his high level.
That is why the Torah added 
another commandment later on: 
“So that you should remember 
and do all my mitzvos,”, 
meaning: if chalilah, the yetzer 
hara wants to make you forget 
the mitzvos, remember all the 
many mitzvos that you have 
done, and the investment and 
toil that you put into them, 
and through that, you rose to 
such great spiritual heights, 
and don’t listen to your yetzer 
seeking to cause you to lose 
everything you have achieved 
for a fleeting, momentary 
pleasure. (Magen Avraham 
[Trisker Maggid] Bamidbar 
13:4)

Learning 613 Mitzvos
At the sefer Shemiras Halashon 
(end of the sefer, chapter 3) the 
Chofetz Chaim writes that the 
virtue of tzitizs that reminds the 
person of the mitzvos of Hashem 
is effective only for a person 
who learns and knows the 
mitzvos but fears that he might 
forget them. But if someone 
does not know the mitzvos, then 
what do the tzitzis help him? 
Therefore, it is worthy for every 
person to learn and know all the 
mitzvos and then the segulah 
of tzitzis to prevent him from 
forgetting will be effective.

Krias Shema – Parashas Vayomer (6)
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A Glance at the 
Seder Hatefillah

It happened on one 
Harav Meir Shapiro’s 
many journeys to foreign 
countries on behalf of his 
yeshivah to raise funds from 
philanthropists and wealthy 
Jews…
Rav Meir Shapiro’s yeshivah 
was an innovation in the 
Torah and Chassidic world of 
those days. In the years after 
its establishment until our 
times, many yeshivos of this 
kind have been established, 
but until that time, there 
had never been such a large 
yeshivah that was structured 
the way Yeshivas Chachmei 
Lublin was.
Harav Meir, a man of vision 
and action, needed to raise 
huge sums of money in 
order to realize his vision. 
But because few people 
were able to look into the 
glowing future that the 
yeshivah had, and so many 
who thought that his plan 
was not even possible to 
carry out, Rav Meir had a 
hard time soliciting partners 
to help him bring his dream 
to reality.
In fact, it took six full 
years from 5684, when 
the groundbreaking 
took place for Yeshivas 
Chachmei Lublin, with a 
small ceremony, until 5690 
when thousands of people 
celebrated the yeshiva’s 
new, magnificent building. 
The huge crowds that 
participated were amazed to 
see the dream morphing into 
reality.
During those six crucial 
years, Rav Meir didn’t rest. 
He traveled all over the 
world to be able to realize his 
dream: to establish a bastion 
of Torah in Poland and 
Europe in general. He was 
thus very distraught when he 
saw that his cries and pleas 
were falling on deaf ears, 
and that the wealthy people 
around the world did not 
recognize the potential of 
his dream and so they turned 
their backs on him.
Even when he traveled as 
far as America, an arduos 
and painful journey for him, 
Rav Meir was not able to 
persuade the affluent Jews 
there to support his idea. 
There were days where the 
situation was desperate – to 
the point that he didn’t even 
have enough money in his 
pocket to purchase a stamp 
to send a letter home.
In anguish, Rav Meir would 
pour his heart out tearfully to 
Hashem to please sway the 
hearts of the philanthropists 
and to open the conduits of 
abundance so that he could 
return home with the amount 
he needed to build the new 
yeshivah.
Only when he was on the 
brink of despair did the gates 

of blessing suddenly open 
for him. He was showered 
with heavenly compassion, 
and the salvation was swift.
On one of those difficult 
days, when despair and pain 
threatened to overcome him, 
Rav Meir left his lodgings 
and went out to take a walk 
to revive himself a little bit. 
He was accompanied by his 
devoted friend Rav Moshe 
Eisenberg. As they walked, 
Rav Meir shared his distress 
with his friend, relating that 
things were so bad that he 
could not even sit and learn a 
sugya in Gemara, and could 
hardly even concentrate on 
Chumash and Rashi.
As they walked, a local 
Jew passed and greeted 
them with a broad smile. It 
was evident that his smile 
was only a reflection of his 
genuine inner joy, and he 
was clearly someone who 
felt good and calm with his 
life. When he saw this, Rav 
Meir suddenly sighed and 
turned his eyes Heavenward 
and cried emotionally, “Ach, 
I wish that I could merit to 
be enveloped in such joy…!”
As he was speaking, a 
distinguished looking Yid 
walked down the street 
and turned to Reb Meir 
and his companion and 
asked: “Please join me for 
a minyan for Minchah in 
the shul nearby. Today is the 
yahrtzeit of the mother of 
the shul’s president, and he 
has to daven for the amud. 
He’s asked me to take care 
of organizing a minyan. We 
are missing two people, and 
it was bashert that I found 
you here…”
Rav Meir and his companion 
happily agreed and followed 
the man. The president, Mr. 
Sam Jonas, davened for the 
amud, and when he finished, 
he looked at Rav Meir and 
realized immediately that 
he was a talmid chacham 
of great stature. He waited 
patiently until Rav Meir 
finished his emotional 
tefillah, and then asked 
him to deliver a shiur in 
Mishnayos in memory of  his 
parents.
Rav Meir remembered 
that he had not yet had a 
chance to learn the Daf 
Yomi that day—after he had 
established practice several 
years earlier. He asked 
the president if instead of 
Mishnayos, he could deliver 
a shiur in Gemara, and the 
president agreed.
That day, the Daf Yomi was 
Maseches Sotah, daf 21. Rav 
Meir opened the Gemara 
and began the shiur, which 
he delivered with his skilled 
oratory and remarkable 
clarity.
During the shiur, Rav Meir 
reached the words in the 

Gemara that praise Shimon 
the brother of Azaryah, 
who would make the effort 
to earn a living in order 
to support his brother 
Azaryah, who learned 
Torah, despite his poverty. 
Thus, he merited to have a 
share in his brother’s Torah.
Rav Meir emotionally 
expounded on the 
explanation of this Gemara, 
citing words from Chazal 
about the virtues of 
supporting Torah and the 
great merit and pleasure 
one who supports Torah 
experiences. He then 
concluded:
“If they were so praising 
of the virtues of Shimon 
the brother of Azaryah, 
who supported one scholar, 
how much greater must the 
merit be for someone who 
supports a yeshivah where 
hundreds of Torah scholars 
learn.”
As he was speaking, Rav 
Meir began to describe to 
the listeners his great vision 
for the Torah center that 
he was building in Poland, 
and he warmed them to 
the idea of supporting him.
By contrast to the other 
times where the enthusiasm 
of the audience concluded 
with vigorous nods, and a 
few pennies that they dug 
out of their pockets, this 
time, Rav Meir’s words fell 
on attentive ears.
His words penetrated the 
heart of the president, Mr. 
Jonas, and on the spot he 
pulled out a checkbook and 
wrote a check to Rav Meir 
for $10,000, an astronomical 
sum in those days. If that 
was not enough, Mr. Jonas 
then solicited some funds 
from a few of his friends 
over the next few days, and 
they also donated huge sums 
to the yeshivah. Mr. Jonas 
also pledged to continue 
supporting the yeshivah in 
future years.
It was the first trip that Rav 
Meir took that was crowned 
with success—even 
dizzying success. The huge 
sum that he collected on this 
trip was the basis to build 
the magnificent building of 
Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin, 
a bastion of Torah in Europe. 
That moment when Rav 
Meir agreed to join the 
minyan was the turning 
point when the wheel of 
fortune began to spin in the 
other direction, from despair 
and anguish to tremendous 
success that led to many 
others, and transformed Rav 
Meir’s vision from a dream 
to reality.

Sdeh Achuzah p. 394

How Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin Was Established


