
Ten “Kosher Ones” In Addition 
to the Chelbenah

”קח לך סמים נטף ושחלת וחלבנה“ (ל לד)
“Vechelbenah” – a spice with a bad odor…
And the passuk counts it among the spices 
of the ketoress, the incense, to teach us not 
to look with contempt at including in our 
gatherings for fasts and prayers the sinners 
among Am Yisrael, that they should be 
counted with us.” (Rashi, based on Krisos 
6b)
The Maharsha expounds on the words 
of Rashi: We have to remember that aside 
for the chelbenah, whose odor is bad, the 
ketoress also had ten ingredients with a 
good scent. Therefore, in tefillah as well, 
we should not include someone who is 
a sinner before we have ten kosher Jews 
among us first.
Moreover, the mekubal Rabi Avraham 
Azulai of Chevron said: From here we 
learn that to counteract the chelbenah there 
were ten spices with a pleasant smell. This 
teaches us that to correspond to every sinner 
who participates in tefillah, there have to be 
ten tzaddikim, and if there are two sinners, 
there needs to be twenty tzaddikim.
Based on this, the Shaarei Teshuvah 
(Orach Chaim 90 11) asks about the words 
in the Be’er Heitev (ibid 11): “And even if 
there is in a tzibbur a lot of sinners, one 
should not refrain from davening with the 
tzibbur.” Does this not indicate that it makes 
no difference how many sinners there are?  
He writes that that is the reason the Rambam 
(Tefillah 8 1) was very precise and wrote: 
“A tefillah of a tzibbur is always heard, 
and even if there were sinners, HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu does not turn away the tefillah 
of many” – he did not write ‘many sinners’; 
he wrote ‘sinners’ – meaning a certain 
number, based on a majority of tzaddikim.

Harav Pinchas Horowitz, the Baal 
Hafla’ah, once noticed that among the 

ten people gathering for davening in his 
home, there was an unserious person who 
did not please the sages. The gaon hinted to 
his meshamesh that he should being another 
person to the minyan so that there would be 
ten people besides this person.
When the man realized this he got angry 
and said: ‘Even the chelbenah was included 
in the ketoress. Why should I be left out?”
“That is why another ten spices were 
added,” the Baal Hafla’ah replied on the 
spot.

Maharsha”a Krisus 6a; Chessed L’Avraham Mayan 
Hasheini Nahar 46 (Behar); Sichas Chulin shel 

Talmidei Chachamim [Rav T. Schlez] 4

Shabbos Observance – With Two Luchos
”וישלך מידיו את הלחת וישבר אתם תחת ההר“ (לב 

יט)
The Midrash (Shemos Rabbah 46 1) says 
that Moshe broke the luchos after he noticed 
the letters flying out of them.
The Sfas Emes brings a beautiful chiddush 
here: Even after the letters flew up from the 
luchos, the letters of the commandment of 
Shabbos remained in their place. The Imrei 
Emes explained the reason for this: The 
letters flew up because of the sin of avodah 
zarah [the eigel], but Chazal say (Shabbos 
118b): “Anyone who keeps Shabbos 
according to halachah, even if he serves 
avodah zarah like the generation of Enosh 
– he is forgiven.” That is why the letters did 
not fly out.
Thus he explained what we say in 
Shacharis of Shabbos: “Yismach Moshe 
bematnas chelko…veshnei luchos avanim 
horid beyado, vekasuv bahem shemiras 
Shabbos.” Was shemiras Shabbos the only 
thing written on the luchos? Based on this 
we can explain that only the commandment 
about Shabbos remained written bahem – 
on the first and second luchos.
Imrei Emes 5692; Avnei Zikaron – Raza D’Shiducha 
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Amen Tears Up the Decree
”ועתה אם תשא חטאתם ואם אין מחני נא מספרך אשר כתבת“ 

(לב לב)
Harav Avraham Abish Reinhold Rosh Yeshivah 
in Tarnow, explained:
 is an acronym for amen, to teach us – ”אין מחני נא“
that in the merit of being careful about answering 
amen with all our might a person’s decree is torn 
up and his name is erased from the book of the evil 
people. As the Tikkunei Zohar says (Tikkun 19 p. 
40 1): “One who answers amen with all his might 
his decrees of seventy years are torn up.”
Harav Gavriel Riklis related that his rebbi, 
the Mashgiach, Harav Yeruchem of Mir, would 
describe the power of amen as follows:
Someone with a heart condition is given a pill, but 
when someone chalilah goes into cardiac arrest, a 
pill is not enough; he needs an electric shock!
“Decrees of seventy years” is like cardiac arrest. In 
order to tear it up, an electric shock is necessary. 
And that is power of amen – like an electric shock 
it effects a transformation and tears up and annuls 
even a difficult decree such as this.
In a letter written in Adar 5712, the Mashgiach Harav 
Eliyahu Lopian called to all to be careful about 
answering amen, in light of the words of Chazal that 
it has the power to tear up a person’s decree. He wrote:
“…He has a piece of advice that the Torah Sheba’al Peh 
gives him: ‘One who answers amen with all his might 
has decrees of seventy years torn up’ – and if he believes 
in the Oral Torah why should he not do this?! Especially 
at this time when we are living, when there is judgement 
cast over the whole world, black clouds are hanging in 
the future, a person should be afraid not to do this idea 
which does not take time or cost money or much effort. 
All he has to do is listen and answer properly. If not, 
chas veshalom, he will be with the group that does not 
believe, as Chazal say in the Sifri (320) on the passuk in 
Parashas Ha’azinu (Devarim 32:20): “Vayomer astirah 
Panai meihem..banim lo emun bam” – do not read it “lo 
emun bam” but rather “lo amen bam” that they did not 
want to answer amen…”
Chiddushei Avra”ch; Kuntress Shomer Emunim [Brooklyn 5713] p. 42; 

Sefer Bney Emunim p. 298

בס"ד

Shabbos will mark the yahrtzeit of Harav Alexander Ziskind of Horodna, zt”l, author of Yesod 
Veshoresh Ha’avodah. At the beginning of the sefer (Vilna Edition 5689) he says that when the ger 

tzeddek Graf Potocki was brought to be burned at the stake, he was moser nefesh to appear like a goy in 
order to listen to the brachah of “Lekadesh Shem Shamayim,” and to answer amen after it. In his will, he 

wrote to his sons (15): “I was very careful about answering amen after every person who made a brachah, 
with kavanah as I wrote in my works, that when I concentrated when saying ‘amen’ on the praise in that 

brachah, and I didn’t just utter amen without kavanah. And you should be very careful about this.”
In his sefer he effusively praised the mitzvah of answering amen after Birchos Hashachar (Shaar 2:10). He wrote:
“Birchos Hashachar…should be said in the bais knesses with the rest of tefillah, so that others 

should answer amen after his brachah. Because the virtue of the brachah is so great when 
others answer…Therefore, it is worthy that a person should be careful to says his brachos as 

much as possible in front of others so that people can answer amen after the brachah.”

ַצִּדיק
ֶּבֱאמּוָנתֹו
ִיְחֶיה 
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Brachah and Shalom 
Contingent on One Another

Further in the request of 
HaRachaman in which we ask 
for our good and the good of our 
families “like our fathers were 
blessed…bakol mikol kol,” 
we add a request: “Bamarom 
yelamdu aleihem v’aleinu 
zechus shetehei lemishmeresh 
shalom, venisa brachah me’eis 
Hashem (according to Tehillim 
24:5), venimtza chen vesechel 
tov b’einei Elokim v’adam 
(according to Mishlei 3:4).”
The commentaries write that 
it is not for naught that the 
blessing of shalom, peace, is 
included in our requests to 
merit the blessing of Hashem, 
because blessing and peace 
are contingent on one another: 
If there is no peace then the 
brachos cannot be fulfilled, as 
Chazal state in the Mishnah 
(Oktzin 3:12): “Lo matza 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu kli 
machazik brachah l’Yisrael 
ela hashalom.” Hence, after 
we ask to merit the brachah of 
Hashem, it is worthy that we 
ask that He sow peace among 
us, and this way we will have 
a ‘vessel’ through which the 
brachah of Hashem will be 
preserved, and we will never 
need to come onto other people. 
(Haggadah Shel Pesach Yalkut 
Shimoni)
Likewise, if there is no 
parnassah, there is no peace, as 
the Gemara says (Bava Metzia 
59a) when there is no parnassah 
in the home, discord knocks at 
the door Therefore, after asking 
for plentiful sustenance, we add 
a request that these brachos 
should protect our peace, 
because through them, harmony 
is preserved among us. (Siach 
Tzvi [Rav T.H. Farber] p. 82)

The Merit Is Preserved f
or Eternity

Additionally, some explained 
that our intention with this 
is to ask that all the brachos 
that we have requested thus 
far should be preserved for 
us as a “mishmeres shalom” – 
for the future. As Chazal say 
(Megillah 13b) that before 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu strikes at 
Am Yisrael, He creates a cure 
for them. And that is because 
after the blow comes upon 
a person and he prays to be 
saved from it, there are tens of 
thousands of prosecuting angels 
trying to block his tefillah. But 
if HaKadosh Baruch Hu has 
already created the cure, then 
they have nothing to say. 
A person is not aware of the 
troubles that chalilah might 
occur at any time. Therefore, as 
Chazal say (Sanhedrin 44a): “A 
person should always precede 
trouble with tefillah.” We ask 
that the brachos that we have 
prayed for should be for us a 

“mishmeres shalom” – that even 
if chalilah we have sinned, and 
we have to be punishment, there 
should be brachos ready for us 
as a cure that preceded the blow. 
This way, “we will find favor 
in the Eyes of Hashem” – the 
Middas Hadin, “and in people” 
– that no person should be able 
to harm us. (Haggadah Shel 
Pesach Divrei Yosef [Mahar”i 
Klein]; Mei Hashiloach, Vol. 
II B’Inyanei Birchas Hamazon)
Similarly, Harav Shimon Sofer 
of Erloy, a grandson of the 
Chasam Sofer, explained:
When a person is put on trial 
for his deeds, the Middas Hadin 
rises up to prosecute him. On 
the other hand, the Middas 
Harachamim works to promote 
his merits. But even after the 
Middas Harachamim prevails, 
and it is ruled from Above for 
good, there is still a reason 
to be afraid that perhaps the 
Middas Hadin will rise up once 
again. Therefore, we ask that 
Above, we should be judged 
favorably and it should be a 
mishmeres shalom, meaning 
that even the Middas Hadin 
will come to terms with it, 
and the acquittal will be for 
us a “mishmeres”, and last for 
eternity. (Shir Ma’on [in Toras 
Moshe Hashalem Devarim] at 
the end of the sefer)

Zechus Avos for the World 
to Come and Tzedakah in 

This World
The redundant requests of 
“Brachah…tzedakah” are 
explained by the Malbim 
(Tehillim ibid): “Brachah” 
means expanding the good 
acquisitions that we already 
have, and tzedakah is that 
Hashem will bestow upon us 
from Above a spirit of holiness, 
as a tzedakah, irrespective to 
our current state. 
Additionally, this can be 
explained according to the 
Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 3 
4): “All that Yisrael eat in this 
world – is from the power of 
the brachos that Bilam blessed 
them. But the brachos that they 
were blessed by the Avos are 
preserved for them for the End 
of Days.” On the other hand, the 
Gemara says (Brachos 17b): 
“The entire world is sustained 
by tzedakah.” Therefore, after 
we first ask to be blessed “like 
our fathers were blessed…” we 
then ask that we should not lose 
out of our share in the World 
to Come – and the zechus avos 
should be for us a “mishmeres 
shalom” – for the World to 
Come, while in this world, we 
will be sustained by tzedakah – 
“Utzedakah m’Elokei yishenu.” 
(Haggadah Shel Pesach Be’er 
Yitzchak [Rav Y. Danzig])

Requests of HaRachaman (6)

Maaseh Emunim Pearls and Insights on 
Birchas Hamazon

This remarkable story was related by Harav 
Elimelech Biderman, shlita, who heard it 
from the person it happened to:
“Elokeinu v’Elokei avoseinu kayem es 
hayeled hazeh…veyikarei shemo b’Yisrael…
badmayich chayi…” The brachos of the bris 
milah came to an end and the assembled 
cried out a hearty “mazel tov!”
“Keshem shenichnas labris kein yikanes 
leTorah, l’chuppah ulemaasim tovim,” 
people said as they pumped the father’s hand 
warmly. A large crowd had come to celebrate 
the occasion after the couple had waited for 
a number of years for children.
The festive atmosphere in the room gave little 
warning of the drama that was about to unfold.
As the guests washed and sat down for the 
seudah, the mood behind the mechitzah 
became worried. “The child doesn’t look 
good,” the grandmother declared; the 
anxious eyes around her affirmed her words.
With the tiny baby’s face turning bluish as 
he struggled to breathe, there was no time 
to think…Emergency help was summoned 
and they took the baby to the hospital, 
accompanied by his parents. All at once, the 
festive air was replaced with one of deep 
worry. Several of those present began to 
recite Tehillim out loud; the rest joined in.
A short time later, they received an update 
from the hospital. The parents related that the 
child seemed to be suffering from a rare, severe 
medical condition discovered following the 
bris. The doctors had stabilized him, but he 
would have to undergo a complex surgery 
that could have an effect on his future. They 
were asking their guests to please daven…
The seudas mitzvah came to a hasty end and 
the crowd dispersed, but for the parents, the 
odyssey to save their child’s life had just 
begun.
As a first step, the father reached out to a 
leading medical askan, and showed him the 
documents describing the baby’s condition. 
The askan studied the information, and after 
thinking it over, he said to the father: “Listen, 
my friend, although there are doctors here 
in Israel who know how to administer this 
treatment, if you want my advice, on such a 
sensitive issue, you shouldn’t take the risk. 
In America, there is a doctor who specializes 
in this rare condition. He is the biggest expert 
in the world on this problem. If your son’s 
future is important to you, go to him for the 
surgery.”
“How much will such an operation cost?” the 
father asked worriedly. 
“I would imagine about two hundred 
thousand dollars, including flight and 
hospitalization expenses,” the askan replied, 
his eyes lowered. Then he added, “It’s a lot 
of money, and because there is an option for 
doing the surgery in Israel, the health funds 
will not cover anything done abroad. But 
in my opinion, this is a matter of pikuach 
nefesh, and you should seriously consider 
it…”
When the father heard the astronomical 
sum he would need to raise, he almost fell 
off his chair. In order to obtain such a sum, 
he would need to sell his apartment. But on 
the other hand, it was a matter of pikuach 
nefesh, and what doesn’t a father do for his 
son’s health…
From the askan’s house, the father went 
to kollel, feeling weak in the knees. His 
chavrusa realized right away that something 
was wrong, and asked, “You don’t look 
good. What’s going on?”
At first, the father refused to share is woes; 

his friend was a young kollel learner as 
well; what could he do?! But after the 
chavrusa urged him, he recounted the fateful 
conversation with the askan. “Where am 
I going to get such a use sum?” the father 
asked worriedly. The chavrusa could only 
commiserate, but had little more to offer. 
The next few moments passed in silence, 
when suddenly the chavrusa turned to his 
friend with a question: “Tell me, did you 
daven yet?” At first, the father of the baby 
did not understand the question: “I davened 
Shacharis already and I’ll daven Minchah 
soon…” he said. But at the same time, the 
real meaning of the question seeped in and 
he lowered his eyes and said:
“You’re right; I went to doctors and askanim, 
but I have not yet turned to the greatest 
Askan of all…The days have been so crazy, 
I have not found the time to turn to the real 
address, to daven to Hashem from the depths 
of my heart, even once…”
“Look,” the chavrusa said gently. “There’s a 
minyan for Minchah in the shul nearby very 
shortly. Let’s go there and we’ll daven to 
Hashem together; he is the ultimate Healer 
and He has all the resources to heal your 
son.”
The avreich then continued:
“That day, I davened Minchah like I had 
never davened before. I spent about forty-five 
minutes pouring my heart out in Shemoneh 
Esreh; I unloaded my burden of pain and 
worry. When I finished davening, I noticed 
that my good friend was still standing and 
davening…”
I sensed the relief; I felt like I had shifted the 
heavy burden I was carrying to a better place.
A short time later, I glanced at my telephone 
and saw that the askan I had spoken to that 
morning had called me. I returned his call, 
and immediately he asked: ‘Have you started 
preparing for the trip?’ When I replied that I 
had not, he said, ‘Don’t do anything yet. It’s 
possible that tonight or tomorrow I’ll have 
good news for you.”
I waited very tensely all night. The next 
morning, he called me and said:
‘We’ve had unbelievable Hashgachah 
pratis. HaKadosh Baruch Hu loves you. 
The famous doctor who I wanted for your 
son is scheduled to come to Israel in the 
next few days. For a long time, doctors in 
Israel had pleaded with him to come here 
and do surgeries so that they could learn the 
techniques from him. Now there is a rare 
opportunity; he will come here and operate 
on your son. When the surgery is in Israel, 
the health fund will cover the costs. You 
won’t have to pay a single shekel.’
It took me a few minutes to recover from the 
shock. I had not expected a yeshuah of this 
magnitude…
I immediately called the doctor who was 
supposed to accompany the surgery in Israel, 
and was surprised to hear him ask if minded 
if several doctors would be present in the 
room to observe the surgery – in exchange 
for payment. I agreed gladly.
A few days later, the surgery took place, and 
was very successful. Not only did the health 
fund cover all expenses, I was also left with a 
generous sum of money that the doctors had 
paid me to observe.
“Karov Hashem lechol korav lechol asher 
yikre’uhu b’emes.”

Vavei Ha’amudim Vechishukeihem – 11, p. 91

A Tefillah that Converted the Minus to a SurplusHaRaRacham

Taaneh Emunim Insights into the Virtues of 
Hashkamas Bais Hamedrash


