
“Velo Nesato Hashem Legoyei Ha’aratzos”
”וביום השביע יהיה לכם קדש“ (לה ב)

:Harav Yonasan Eibeshitz explained
In contrast with many mitzvos that some of 
the nations of the world observe the mitzvah 
of Shabbos is observed exclusively by Am 
Yisrael. Remarkably, all the nations of the 
world chose the days adjacent to Shabbos 
for their day of rest, while Shabbos was a 
day set aside for rest only by Bnei Yisrael.
HaKadosh Baruch Hu surely orchestrated this 
for our sake, because Chazal say (Shabbos 
118b) that keeping Shabbos protects Am Yisrael 
from being enslaved by the nations. If another 
nation would keep Shabbos, that would make it 
possible for hostile elements to point out that not 
only Am Yisrael keeps Shabbos. 
We thank Hashem for this benefit at length in 
the tefillos of Shabbos: “Velo nesato –Hashem 
You did not give it to the nations of the lands, 
and You did not give it, our King, to the idol 
worshipers…only to Yisrael Your nation did You 
give it with love, to the descendents of Yaakov 
who You chose.” 

Ya’aros Devash Vol. II Drush 3

Preface Is Preferable to Hiddur
”והנשים הביאו את אבני השהם ואת אבני המלאים 

לאפוד ולחשן“ (לה כז)
Why did the Nesi’im see fit to contribute to the 
dedication of the Mizbeach first, whereas for the 
works of the Mishkan they were not the first to 
contribute? The Nesi’im thought as follows: ‘Let 
the public at large contribute whatever they will 
contribute, and whatever we will be lacking  we 
will supply…Since at first they were somewhat 
lax, there is a letter missing here from their name 
and it is written והנשאם. (Rashi)
The Radbaz, the Rav of Egyptian Jews, was 
presented with a question about a person who 
was incarcerated in prison. After extensive 
efforts he was permitted to daven with a minyan 
one day a year. He grappled with the question 
of which day to choose. The Radbaz ruled that 
because we have a clear rule: “Ein ma’avirin al 

hamitzvos” (Pesachim 64b), he has to daven 
with a minyan at the first opportunity he got, 

even if it was not an especially important day in 
the yearly calendar. 
Proof of the Radbaz’ words is cited by Harav 
Akiva Yosef Schlesinger, author of Lev Ha’ivri 
on the words of Rashi in this passuk that the 
Nesi’im were brought to task for waiting to 
make their donations until the rest of the nation 
made theirs. We find that although their intention 
in delaying the mitzvah was l’Shem Shamayim, 
because a mitzvah is called al shem gomrah¸ in 
the name of the one who finishes it (Sotah 13a), 
the Nesi’im were rebuked for not hastening to 
fulfill it.

Shut Haradbaz, Vol. IV 1 87; Toras Yechiel 1039

Sanctifying the First Wish for Hashem
”והם הביאו אליו עוד נדבה בבקר בבקר“(לו ג)

The Sfas Emes explained that this passuk 
instructs every person in Am Yisrael that because 
each morning his requests are refreshed anew, he 
needs to make sure to dedicate his first wish for 
avodas Hashem.
Harav Yitzchak Maltzon said that this idea 
is the reason we put together the two requests 
“Yehi Ratzon…Shetargileinu beSorasecha” and 
the brachah of “Hama’avir Sheinah” next to one 
another. As soon as the sleep clears from our eyes 
and our wishes are refreshed, we declare that our 
desire is only to engage in Hashem’s Torah and 
mitzvos. After we begin the day properly, surely 
this pure desire will continue throughout the day.

Sfas Emes 640; Siach Yitzchak on the Siddur – Hama’avir 
Sheinah

The Shechinah Dwells in the
 Merit of One Hundred Brachos

”ולא יכל משה לבוא אל אהל מועד כי שכן עליו הענן 
וכבוד ה‘ מלא את המשכל“ (מ לד)

Rabbeinu Ephraim writes:
“Malei es haMishkan” – is an acronym for 
“meah”. The passuk thus alludes that just like 
“Kavod Hashem malei es haMishkan” so too, the 
Shechinah dwells in the shuls where the people 
are careful about saying one hundred brachos.

Rabbeinu Ephraim al HaTorah; Tosafos Hashalem p. 
261
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Ish Emunos Rav Brachos
”אלה פקודי המשכן משכן העדת אשר פקד על פי משה“ (לכ כא)
“‘V’eileh pekudei haMishkan’: Rabi Tanchuma 
bar Abba began with (Mishlei 28:20): ‘Ish 
emunos rav brachos.’ You find that anyone 
who is faithful to HaKadosh Baruch Hu brings 
blessings through him… ‘Ish emunos’ is Moshe, 
who was the most faithful person to HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu, as it says (Bamidbar 12:7): ‘Lo 
kein Avdi Moshe bechol Beisi ne’eman hu,’ 
– indicating that he was an ish emunos. ‘Rav 
brachos’ means that all the things that he was 
treasurer of were blessed, because he was 
faithful.” (Shemos Rabbah 51 1)
Another explanation for why Moshe Rabbeinu 
was called “Ish Emunos” is explained in sefer 
Nechmad Mizahav:
The Rebbe Harav Yechezkel of Kuzhmir 
explained that that is why Chazal said (Brachos 
53b): “The one who answers amen is greater 
than the one who made the brachah,” because 
answering amen symbolizes humility. In contrast 
to the one making the brachah, who does it 
because of his personal benefit, one who answers 
amen does not consider himself important, and 
rather asks that his friend’s brachah should 
be fulfilled. That is why he is greater than the 
one making the brachah. Based on this we can 
explain that Moshe Rabbeinu, the most humble 
of all men, was called “ish emunos” because 
“he wanted that all of Am Yisrael should make 
brachos and he should answer amen.”
The Chessed L’Avraham of Radmosk added 
that Moshe’s name also alludes to the word 
amen, because the last letters of the letters that 
make up Moshe’s name,  מ“ם, שי“ן ה“אare amen.
The Megaleh Amukos explains that the passuk 
“ish emunos rav brachos” mentioned in the 
Midrash here comes to teach us that “one who 
answers amen is greater than the one making 
the brachah.” How? “Rav” means big, as it says 
“Verav ya’avod tza’ir” (Bereishis 25:23), as the 
passuk, says “Ish emunos” – one who answers 
amen, “rav brachos” – his virtue is greater than 
the one making the brachah.

Megaleh Amukos Vayeishev; Nechmad Mizahav Pekudei; 
Chessed L’Avraham Tetzaveh

בס"ד

Harav Yechezkel Katznelbogen, author 
of Knesses Yechezkel, wrote beautiful things 

in his will about the virtue of answering amen (page 3):The 
Month 
of 
Yeshuos

Birchos 
Hashachar 

bechavrusa - 
surrounded 

with 
yeshuos.

“I hereby instruct the amen: Prevent all foreign thoughts and answer 
amen aloud…and in the merit of amen your homes should be filled 
like the seeds of a pomegranate, and you should be rise like fine 
oil, and those who rise up against you should be struck lifeless, and 
Hashem should save you from Se’ir and Yemen, and you should merit 
to ascend to a place where the cinnamon grows  [the trees of Yerushalayim 

were cinnamon trees (Shabbos 62a)]…”



ים
וב

יצ
 ע

sh
ay

Bnei Emunim  POB 102 Bnei Brak  FAX 08-9746102 |  email: 913919@gmail.com  |  This newletter is available weekly through email
New Website with Huge Selection of Material on `Amen' : www.bneyemunim.co.il

‘Hakaras Hatov’
 in Birchas Hamazon

Within the requests of HaRachaman, 
Chazal included a special brachah 
that the guest eating at someone 
else’s table should recite. The source 
of Birchas Ha’oreach are the words 
of the Gemara in Brachos (46a): 
“Rabi Yochanan said in the name 
of Rabi Shimon Bar Yochai: the 
baal habayis slices the bread…and 
the guest blesses, so that he should 
bless the baal habayis. What does 
he bless: Yehi ratzon that the baal 
habayis should not be shamed in 
this world and not be humiliated in 
the World to Come. Rebbi adds the 
words: and he should be successful 
in all his assets, and his assets and 
our assets should be successful 
and close to the city, and the Satan 
should not control his actions and our 
actions, and no thought of sins or sins 
should enter before him or before us, 
now and forever.”
This brachah is very important. The 
Sma”g (Esin 27) even brings from the 
Yerushalmi a source from the Torah 
(Devarim 8:10): “V’achalta vesavata 
ubeiracha es Hashem Elokecha” – 
es means more, to include the baal 
habayis. The Yaavetz in his Siddur 
expounded on its virtues and wrote: 
“The question is on us…that we 
made light of it, and we tossed it 
over our backs, and that should not 
be done.”
It was related that the Brisker Rav 
was very strict about this brachah 
and considered it very important.  
When he was a guest at his 
relative Rav Wolf Rosengarten in 
Switzerland, he recommended, “At 
every opportunity when there are 
guests at your table, demand that 
they make the brachah of the oreach, 
of the guest.” (Harav MiBrisk, Vol. 
IV p. 467)
The fact that Chazal established a 
special brachah for a guest eating 
at the table of a baal habayis shows 
how important – and obligatory – 
it is for a person to have hakaras 
hatov towards someone who was 
benevolent to him. That is why he is 
obligated to bless his host for all that 
he did for him.

Kal V’Chomer
 for the King of Kings

In the kuntress Kli Machazik Brachah 
(4), Harav Yisrael Najara explains 
that the blessing of the guest is 
included in Birchas Hamazon so that 
we should get the right hashkafah of 
Birchas Hamazon. Chazal obligated 
a guest to thank his host, even though 
he gave him sustenance for just a 
short period of time; how much more 
so must we thank HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu, Who gave us life and provides 
with all our needs at all times.
Indeed, in his words there, Rabi 
Yisrael Najara complains about 
those guests who make the blessing 
of the guest with emphasis to find 
favor in the eyes of the host, while 
they recite Birchas Hamazon, the 
primary gratitude to the One Who is 
so benevolent to us each and every 
day, hastily.

Wealth Should 
Not Bring to Sin

As noted, the main point of the 
Birchas Ha’oreach is “Shelo 
yevosh baal habayis b’Olam Hazeh 
velo yikalem l’Olam Haba.” The 
Avudraham explained: “Lo yevosh 
b’Olam Hazeh – because of poverty. 
Velo yikalem l’Olam Haba – because 
of the sins that he has.” Rav Yisrael 
Yona Landau, Av Bais Din Kepno, 
explained this according to the 
passuk (Koheles 5:12): “There is 
wealth that kept by its owner for his 
harm.” This means that the wealth 
is likely to deny his entry to the 
World to Come, chalilah. Hence, the 
guest asks: May this host not come 
to poverty, but at the same time, he 
should not be shamed for the World 
to Come, that the wealth should not 
harm him, and should not cause him 
to sin. Rather, it should lead him only 
to greatness in the World to Come. 
(Maon Habrachos, Brachos 47a)
Rav Yitzchak Zev Yadler, one of the 
sages of Yerushalayim, explained 
that this brachah is given to the 
baal habayis measure for measure. 
Because the host spared his guest 
from the shame of poverty by 
welcoming him kindly, he is worthy 
of being blessed that he should not 
encounter shame and humiliation 
forever. As the Breisa (Kiddushin 
39b) explains, the reward of the 
mitzvah of hachnassas orchim is 
given to a person in the World to 
Come, and he benefits from its fruits 
in this world. (Tiferes HaGriz, p. 75)

‘Bushah’ in This World and 
‘Klimah’ in the World to Come
The reason that the word ‘bushah’, 
shame’ is used for this world, and 
‘klimah’, humiliation, for the World 
to Come is explained by the Malbim 
(Yechezkel 36:32): ‘Bushah’ is when 
a person is ashamed of himself, while 
‘klimah’ is when another person 
humiliates him. The guest is blessing 
the host that he should not stumble 
in sin and therefore should not be 
ashamed in this world, of himself, 
and ‘velo yikalem l’Olam Haba’ – 
when he will be presented with his 
sins. (Beis Va’ad L’Chachamim Vol. 
IV p. 17)
The ‘klimah’ is greater than the 
‘bushah’ as it says (Yeshayah 45:16): 
“Boshu vegam hichlamnu” (Shaarei 
Teshuvah 1 22). Rabbeinu Yona (Avos 
3 1) explained that indeed, the shame 
of the soul after it separates form the 
body is greater than its shame while 
still inside. Because it is natural for 
a person to forget, and therefore, 
even if a person does something 
disgraceful and will be ashamed of 
people, within a year or two he will 
forget it, or it will become old, and 
his burdens will lift from his heart. 
But when the soul departs form the 
physical body there is no forgetting, 
because it is all pure, and when it is 
shamed before the King of Kings, 
its shame will last for eternity. The 
shame he felt the first time will not 
be forgotten; it will last forever. 

Requests of HaRachaman (7)

Maaseh Emunim Pearls and Insights on 
Birchas Hamazon

Stories abound about the wisdom and 
sharp mind of the renowned chassid, Harav 
Shammai Ginsburg, zt”l, the meshamesh of 
the Imrei Emes and author of Imrei Shammai.
Reb Shammai was very involved in 
advocating for Torah and Yiddishkeit in 
government offices. In the capacity of his 
many roles, he helped bring Holocaust 
survivors from Europe to Eretz Yisrael when 
the British closed entry to immigrants.
This work required mesirus nefesh and a focus 
on the goal, as well as a lot of wisdom. They 
were traits that characterized Reb Shammai, 
and he channeled them for this holy work.
This story is about one of those rescue 
operations that Reb Shammai and his friends 
carried out to bring Holocaust survivors to 
Eretz Yisrael.
Because the work was absolutely illegal, 
a tremendous amount of siyata diShmaya 
was needed so that everything should go 
well, despite the risk involved. Indeed, these 
operations were accompanied by constant 
tefillah, both by the survivors and by their 
rescuers.
This operation began with a meeting 
between Aharon, a rescue activist and 
the Polish coast guard commander, in an 
effort to organize a ship to sail from a 
Polish port under his jurisdiction, filled 
with Jews seeking refuge in Eretz Yisrael.
The first miracle occurred right at the 
beginning of the conversation, when the 
commander dropped a bombshell on 
Aharon: “Speak to me in mamma lashon…I 
understand it well!”
Aharon’s heart filled with gratitude to the 
Creator for His chassadim. He had heard 
that the commander was a rigid person who 
was not ready to take any risks, and now he 
had discovered that the man was of Jewish 
descent and seemed to be willing to help.
“You know,” Aharon began, “that there are 
many Jewish survivors who returned to their 
home hometowns after the war. The ground 
us burning under their feet and they deeply 
desired to join their brethren in the Holy 
Land. 
“Brother to brother, I want to ask you: We 
are planning to hire a ship that will carry 
our brothers to Eretz Yisrael. The ostensible 
destination of the ship is Italy. I ask you to 
take part in this mission by making sure that 
the Jews are allowed to board without any 
delay.”
The coast guard commanded thought for a 
moment, and then replied confidently: “No 
problem. I take personal responsibility that 
this should work out in the best way possible.”
“Thank you!” Aharon could hardly contain 
his excitement. “I’m going now to find a 
suitable ship; I’ll be back when it is all be 
arranged.”
Within a few days, a ship was hired, and 
Aharon, accompanied by Reb Shammai 
Ginsburg, came to the Polish port to begin the 
operation.
It was a secret effort, so Reb Shammai and 
Aharon were alarmed when a Polish man, 
dressed in civilian clothes approached them 
at the port and asked: “Is everything okay 
with you?!” But then Aharon soothed Reb 
Shammai when he saw it was the Jewish 
commander who had agreed to cooperate 
with them.
But Reb Shammai – in his wisdom – was 
not calm. “We need to daven hard that things 
should go well,” he said to Aharon. “For 
some reason it looks to me like this Jewish 
commander is afraid to take the risk.”

Late at night, the operation began. Hundreds 
of men women and children emerged from 
the warehouse that had been rented from the 
port and began cautiously walking towards 
the ship that was to carry them to safely. 
Slowly, they boarded, the elderly and sick 
supported by the younger ones; babies carried 
by their parents. There were people on the 
ship assigning passengers to their rooms. 
When the boarding was complete, the ship 
set sail, as Reb Shammai and his partner 
murmured Tehillim the entire time. They 
knew better than anyone how dangerous this 
operation was.
Suddenly, their worst fears came to be. A 
sharp cry sliced through the night’s silence, 
and a powerful beam of light tore the shroud 
of darkness. A police boat loaded with 
policemen appeared, including high ranking 
officers. They ordered the ship to stop.
The boat pulled up alongside the boat; a rope 
ladder was tossed up to the railing of the deck. 
The first one to board was none other than the 
Jewish commander, followed by the rest of 
the policemen.
Indeed, the man had suddenly gotten cold 
feet, and fearing that he would get in trouble, 
he decided to torpedo the whole operation.
Aharon’s heart sank in fear. Was it possible 
that the mission was doomed to failure 
already at this early stage?! Aharon looked at 
Reb Shammai, whose lips moved constantly; 
even with is sharp mind, he did not seem to 
know how to handle this surprise.
Aharon tried to plead – in “mama lashon” 
– with the commander, who just a few days 
ago had been so kind to him. But the man 
ignored him as though he was thin air; he 
blew his whistle sharply and called all the 
passengers to gather on deck. “Anyone who 
does not have official transit documents must 
get off this ship immediately – into jail!” he 
thundered, as if he didn’t know that not a 
single passenger had such papers.
Panic began to spread among the passengers. 
Just at that moment, Reb Shammai had 
a brilliant idea. He turned to Aharon and 
whispered a few words in his ear. Aharon 
understood; he put on a very stern expression 
and whispered to the commander  in ‘mama 
lashon’ so that his underlings wouldn’t 
understand:
“If we are taken now to jail, you will be 
coming with us…Give us back immediately 
the twenty thousand dollars you got in 
exchange for approving the operation!”
The man looked at Aharon in confusion: 
“Twenty thousand dollars? What are you 
talking about?”
“I don’t know either,” Aharon whispered. 
“Let the court figure it out…”
The commander’s face paled when he realized 
he was trapped. He knew that the court would 
not be so quick to dismiss the claims form 
Aharon and his partners that he had gotten a 
bribe. It took him just a few seconds to realize 
what he had to do.
So with the same harsh tone he had used on the 
passengers, he now turned to his policemen, 
who were about to carry out his orders, 
and instructed them to stop: “Everything 
is fine. The ship is free to go!” he directed.
They looked at him quizzically, but they 
obeyed his order. One by one, they climbed 
down from the ship, which continued on its 
way. Reb Shammai’s tefillos – along with 
those of the other passengers – bore fruit. 
With the remarkable wisdom he was granted 
from Above, Reb Shammai helped save 
the survivors, whose hope had almost been 
extinguished.

The Bribery That Never Happenedof HaRach

Taaneh Emunim Insights into the Virtues of 
Hashkamas Bais Hamedrash


