
Daven for the Good to Continue
”ולא יהיה בבני ישראל נגף בגשת בני ישראל 

אל הקדש“ (ח יט)
There was once a wealthy man 
whose life was virtually flawless. 
His children were fine, upstanding 
Yidden, and he derived much nachas 
from them. His many business 
dealings ran smoothly and were 
successful. One day, this man came 
to the Kozhnitzer Maggid. When the 
Rebbe asked how he was doing, the 
wealthy man replied that bechasdei 
Shamayim, he lacked for nothing.
“Why then have you come to me?” the 
Maggid asked. Replied the wealthy 
man: “I came to ask the Rebbe to daven 
that I should always remain in this good 
state, and I should not need to come to 
him because of difficult troubles that 
befall my home, chalilah.”
Harav Meir of Dzikov offered 
a witty explanation, based on an 
allusion in this passuk: “Velo yihiyeh 
b’Bnei Yisrael negef begeshes Bnei 
Yisrael el hakodesh” – the lives of 
Am Yisrael will always run smoothly, 
and thus they will not have to come 
to the tzaddik so he should daven for 
their troubles. Rather, they come so 
that he should daven for the good to 
continue.
Similarly, the Dubno Maggid 
explained the passuk (Yeshayah 
56:7): “Vehaviosim el har kodshi 
vesimachtim beveis tefillasi…ki beisi 
beis tefillah yikarei lechol ha’amim.” 
When Am Yisrael will merit and be 
complete tzaddikim, they will not 

need to be punished for their sins. 
As such, they will not need to 

come to the Bais Hamikdash to daven 
to Hashem to save them from their 
troubles. Rather “vesimachtim beveis 
tefillasi” – they will come to rejoice 
and thank Hashem for all the good. 
And only for “lechol ha’amim” the 
rest of the nations, should it be called 
“beisi ‘beis tefillah’” in which they 
will pray to be redeemed from their 
struggles.

Imrei Noam; Ohel Yaakov, Devarim

Healing Through Chessed,
 Not Judgement

”ויצעק משה אל ה‘ לאמר א-ל נא רפא נא לה“ 
(יב יג)

Harav Moshe Yechiel of Ozherov 
explained:
The Name “Kel” indicates the middah 
of chessed (Zohar Tzav 30 2), as it 
says (Tehillim 52:3): “Chessed Kel 
kol hayom.” Moshe Rabbeinu asked 
that even though Miriam had sinned, 
Hashem should not treat her with the 
middas hadin, and rather with the 
middas hachessed. And through her 
being showered with His goodness 
and kindness, and drawing her close to 
Him, she will recognize the magnitude 
of her sin on her own. She will then 
be ashamed of her deeds and repent.
That is what we ask in the piyut 
of Yedid Nefesh: “Hadur na’eh ziv 
ha’olam nafshi cholas ahavasecha. 
Ana Kel na, refa na lah, beharos lah 
noam zivecha.” Please make that 
the healing of our soul should come 
through the middas hachessed – “by 
showing her the pleasantness of Your 
Radiance,” and not through the middas 
hadin, chalilah.

Be’er Moshe

PARASHAS   
BEHA’ALOSECHA

IN THE PATHWAYS OF FAITH Divrei Torah About Amen and Tefillah in the Parashah
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Answering Amen Voluntarily 
Protects from Enemies

”וכי תבאו מלחמה בארצכם על הצר הצרר אתכם והרעתם 
בחצצרת ונזכרתם לפני ה‘ אלקיכם ונושעתם מאיביכם“ (י ט)
Even today, when we do not blow the chatzotzros 
(see Magen Avraham beginning of 576; Shu”t 
Igros Moshe Orach Chaim Vol. I, 169) we have a 
wonderful mitzvah that is mesugal to bring about 
the fulfillment of “and you will be saved from your 
enemies.” That is the mitzvah of answering amen: 
Chazal explain (Tanna Devei Eliyahu Rabbah 
10) on the passuk (Shoftim 5:2): “Bifroa pera’os 
b’Yisrael behisnadev am barchu Hashem” – 
Through whom does Hashem take revenge on 
behalf of Klal Yisrael from the nations of the 
world? Through people who go to the shul and 
the beis medrash in the morning and evening and 
answer amen…”
Thus, Harav Chaim Katz, the grandson of the 
Sem”a, explained the passuk in Tehillim (12:2): 
“Hoshiah Hashem ki gamar chassid ki pasu 
emunim mibnei adam” – send us salvation Hashem, 
even though “ki gamar chassid ki pasu emunim” – 
we do not have among us people who are careful 
and value the matter of amen, in whose merit we 
were promised to be spared from our enemies.
Harav Moshe Yechiel of Ozherov added that 
when we delve further into the words of Chazal, 
we see that the primary protection of amen comes 
about when it is answered for a brachah that one 
was not obligated to hear, like those “people who 
go morning and evening to the beis medrash” 
in order to answer amen after people making 
brachos. As the passuk says – “behisnadev am 
barchu Hashem” – when a person volunteers to 
bless Hashem with amen, even when he is not 
obligated to do so.

Eretz Hachaim [Rav C. Katz] Tehillim 12:1; 
Be’er Moshe, Shoftim p. 165

בס"ד

With Wisdom, He Opens the Gates
Shabbos Parashas Beha’alosecha is the yahrtzeit of the Mashgiach, Harav Yeruchem Halevi Levovitz, 
zt”l. In one of his shmuessen, he spoke about the words of Chazal (Shabbos 119b) “Anyone who 

answers amen with all his might – has the gates of Gan Eden opened for him.” 
He said:Naturally, even one who is strict about answering amen does not think that he deserves to 
have the gates opened because of this, because this is not an action that requires much effort. A person 
can easily merit to be strict about answering amen. But that is not the case. A person must believe the 
words of Chazal about the great virtue of amen. Just like the nature of water is to extinguish the fire, 
even though we do not understand why, likewise, the power of answering of amen is that it opens the 
gates in this world and in Olam Haba. “In every situation, he will certainly follow his path – by 

answering amen, he opens the gates.” 
(Ma’amarei Hamashgiach, Elul-Tishrei Vol. I, p. 186, 348)
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Prophecy - the 
Fundamental of Religion

The sixth principle obligates us 
to believe in a person’s ability to 
become so elevated and lofty that 
he can reach the level of being a 
Navi, a prophet, as the pesukim 
in Torah, Nevi’im and Kesuvim 
indicate in many places (Rambam, 
Peirush Hamishnayos Sanhedrin, 
Introduction to Chapter 10). 
Prophecy is the connection between 
the Creator and His creations, 
and through it, HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu planted within us eternal life. 
Through the prophets, He revealed 
to us what our roles are in this 
world; He also commanded the 
Torah and mitzvos through them. 
The Rambam, in his introduction to 
Peirush Hamishnayos wrote: “But 
the advantage of the prophet and 
his effect on the commandment…
that is one of the great and powerful 
fundamental principles upon which 
religion and its foundation relies.”
Although we only know of a few 
people who reached the level of 
prophecy, in previous generations 
there were many nevi’im in Am 
Yisrael, as Chazal say (Megillah 
14a): “Harbeh nevi’im, there were 
many nevi’im in Yisrael, double the 
number of those who emerged from 
Egypt. But a prophecy that was vital 
for future generations – was written, 
and one that was not – was not 
written.”
Furthermore, at Har Sinai, all of Am 
Yisrael merited to rise to the level 
of nevuah and to hear HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu speaking to Moshe. As 
the passuk says (Shemos 20:19): 
“Atem re’isem ki min hashamayim 
dibarti imachem, you have seen that 
from the Heavens I spoke to you” 
(Ramban Shemos 19:9, Drashos 
Hara”n Hadrush Hachamishi). 
However, there are those who differ 
and believe that hearing ‘kolos’ 
and seeing the ‘eish hagedolah’ at 
Har Sinai is not considered nevuah, 
and even at that time, only those 
who were worthy of it merited the 
lofty status of prophecy. (Moreh 
Nevuchim, Vol. II, 32)

Personal Guidance for Each Jew
Prophecy existed in Am Yisrael until 
the days of the Nevi’im Acharonim. 
As Chazal say (Yoma 9b): “When 
the final nevi’im Chaggai, Zechariah 
and Malachi passed away, the Ruach 
Hakodesh dissipated.” When the 
Redemption will come, prophecy 
will be restored to Am Yisrael, as the 
Navi Yoel said (3:1): “And it shall 
come to pass afterwards that I will 
pour out My spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and daughters shall 
prophesy; your elders shall dream 
dreams, your young men shall see 
visions.”
The suspension of the nevuah was a 
huge loss for Am Yisrael. The Vilna 
Gaon said that when there were 
prophets in the nation, they would 
guide each and every person in the 
way that he was supposed to serve 
his Creator and fulfill his task in 
this world. This was in accordance 
with the root of that person’s soul 
and the nature of his body. Those 
nevi’im whose prophecies were not 
written down, because they were not 
vital for future generations, were not 
hidden prophets. With the power of 
their nevuah, they guided the people 
of their generation on which path 

to follow. (Biur HaGra, Mishlei 
16:4; Nefesh Shimshon – B’Inyanei 
Emunah p. 164)
It should be noted that in our times, 
when there is no prophecy, a person 
can belong to the category of nevuah 
when he stands in tefillah before 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu. One who 
merits to elevate himself above his 
materialistic nature during prayer, 
by cleaving to HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu and having kavanah with every 
word that he utters, can rise up from 
level to level until he reaches a state 
that belongs to the level of neuvah. 
Harav Yaakov Baal Haturim wrote 
(Orach Chaim 98): “Thus the 
chassidim and anshei ma’aseh 
would do, they would sit in solitude 
and have kavanah in their tefillos, 
until they reached the complete 
detachment from the physical 
and the prevailing of the spirit of 
wisdom, until they came very close 
to the virtue of nevuah.”

The Virtues of the Nevi’im
The Rambam (Yesodei HaTorah 7 
1) writes that a person who merits 
nevuah must be a giant in wisdom 
and completely in control of all his 
material tendencies and physical 
desires. The navi must elevate 
himself to a state where he will have 
no interest in any of the physical 
matters that most people are busy 
with.
Despite the fact that there were 
also prophets among the nations of 
the world (see Bava Basra 15b), 
the revelations that they received 
were always in secret and a casual 
occurrence (see Rashi Bamidbar 
23:4.) Chazal describe (Bereishis 
Rabbah 52 5) the difference between 
the Nevi’ei Yisrael and the prophets 
of the nations of the world: “What 
is the difference between the 
nevi’im of Yisrael and the prophets 
of the nations of the world? It can 
be compared to a king who was 
in his chamber with someone he 
loved, with a curtain between them. 
Every time he wanted to speak to 
his beloved, he would fold back the 
curtain and speak to him. But for 
the prophets of the world, He does 
not fold it back; He speaks to them 
through the curtain.”
That is what the poet is saying: 
Although He is “Adon olam lechol 
notzar,” the Master of the world for 
every creation, and therefore, even 
amongst the nations of the world we 
find that Hashem revealed Himself 
to their scholars in prophecy, the 
difference between them and us is: 
To their prophets he would reveal 
himself in the form of “Yoreh 
gedulaso…” like a person shooting 
[yoreh] an arrow from far, i.e. in 
a concealed way. But “el anshei 
segulaso vesifarto” – the nevi’im 
of Yisrael, whom He loves and is 
proud of, “shefa nevuaso nesano” – 
the revelation of the nevuah was a 
direct influence – in close proximity 
and openly. (Maggid Tzeddek in 
Siddur Shaar Harachamim)
As a result of our faith in nevuah, 
we are obligated to believe in the 
words of the nevi’im, as this ikkar is 
defined in the words of Ani Ma’amin 
– “shekol divrei nevi’im emes.” In 
the brachah of the Haftarah we also 
say “Asher bachar benevi’im tovim 
veratzah bedivreihem hane’emarim 
b’emes.”

The Sixth Principle – The Truth of Prophecy

Maaseh Emunim Pearls and Insights 
on Birchas Hamazon

This remarkable story – in which details have 
been slightly changed for understandable 
reasons - was shared by the son of the person it 
happened to. The protagonist is an elder chassid, 
a descendent of one of the most prestigious 
families in Israel, whose roots go back to prewar 
Europe. The son related:
“Recently, extensive renovations were done in 
my father’s home. It is a very old apartment 
that hasn’t been renovated for decades, and the 
plans included demolishing all the walls and 
rebuilding them. Therefore, before the work 
began, the contractor instructed us to empty the 
apartment of all its contents.”
The family removed anything in the house that 
was of value or needed, and the remainder – the 
junk and objects that were no longer needed – 
were left in the house to be cleared away by the 
workers together with the construction debris.
Before the workers entered, the family went 
through the rooms again to check that nothing 
valuable remained. When they finished, they left 
the key with the contractor and the renovations 
began.
First, the Arab workers tore out the cupboards 
that were built into the walls of the house, as 
was typical in old apartments. Every dismantled 
cupboard was tossed straight into the dumpster 
that was stationed under the window of the 
house. As they worked, the workers discovered 
some old objects and clothing that were hiding 
behind the cupboards. Without thinking twice, 
they tossed them into the dumpster as well.
“A few days into the work, late one evening, I 
had to call my brother for an unrelated matter. 
As we wound down the conversation, my 
brother mentioned casually that he had noticed 
that our father had been rather worried about the 
renovations the past few days.
“Our conversation ended, but I was puzzled. 
This last detail that my brother had related 
bothered me. Was our father really worried 
because of the renovations? That was very out 
of character for him. He was known to be an 
exceptional baal bitachon, and even during the 
most difficult situation, he cheered up those 
around him. I wondered whether it was worth 
making a fuss about, but ultimately, I decided to 
drop in for a visit to see if I could figure out why 
he was worried.
“When I came into my father’s room I saw 
his worried expression right away. I gently 
asked what the matter was. He seemed to be 
vacillating about whether to share with me. In 
the end, he turned to me with a question: Did 
I know, or could I find out, what had happened 
to a few sacks of old clothes which, which he 
now remembered that we had forgotten in one 
of the cupboards?! I had no idea what he was so 
afraid about; those bags were full of shmattes, 
nothing more. But out of respect for my father, 
I called my brother who had been present for 
the beginning of the work. He replied that as far 
as he knew, most of the faded clothing that had 
been found had been tossed the dumpster.
“I went back to my father, and when he heard 
the answer, he almost fainted. ‘Oh no!’ he cried 
in anguish, as he buried his face in his hands. 
‘You threw out the old clothes?! What am I 
going to do now? What should I do??’”
“I looked at my hysterical father in fear and 
confusion. I had never seen him this distraught 
in my life.
“My father, who realized that I had no idea 
what this was about, had to tell me the secret: 
Hidden in those clothes were two holy and 
rare articles, which had served a number of 
the famous tzaddikim in their holy work, while 
still in the Diaspora.  A century earlier, those 
objects had been brought to Eretz Yisrael by the 
descendants of those tzaddikim, and later wound 
up in the position of my grandfather’s children; 
towards the end of his life, he gave them to my 
father for safekeeping.
“‘These objects have a special kedushah,’ my 
father explained, with tears in his eyes. ‘My 
father gave them to me for safekeeping, as he 
warned me not to give them to anyone. And 
now, in my old age, I failed to protect them…’ 
he wept. Then he bitterly added a remark that 
horrified me, ‘How will I go to my father, and 

the child is not with me…’
“My father felt a tremendous responsibility 
for what he had been entrusted with, and the 
existence of these holy objects had been kept 
a secret until then from the rest of the family. 
I also had not known about them until that 
moment. But now, under the circumstances, and 
his great distress, we became aware of these 
objects and I launched efforts to find them. My 
father could not physically help in the search so 
he took as Sefer Tehillim and began to daven 
fervently that the efforts should be successful.
“First I traveled to my father’s house to check if 
perhaps the lost items were still in the dumpster, 
but I quickly heard from one of the neighbors that 
the dumpsters had been taken away a number 
of times already and replaced with empty ones. 
Then I reached out to the Jewish renovations 
contractor and asked him if he had noticed any 
of the items. He felt uncomfortable about what 
happened; he remembered noticing a few old 
objects on the windowsill, and at one point they 
had disappeared. He sent us to the contractor 
responsible for emptying the dumpsters. The 
Arab claimed that he had not noticed any of the 
objects, and when he understood that these were 
valuable items, he generously offered to send 
workers to try and find them in the dumping site 
where he usually emptied the dumpsters full 
of construction detritus. But the workers who 
were sent to rummage around returned empty 
handed.
“In the interim, the Jewish contractor called 
all the Arab workers who had worked in the 
apartment over the previous week. They all 
denied having seen the objects, but something 
in the tone of one of them caused the contractor 
to suspect that perhaps he was lying.
“He wisely decided to build a ‘cover story’ and 
to use it to persuade the worker to return the lost 
items. He called the worker and told him that he 
wanted him to check again if the objects were 
‘by chance’ in his possession. ‘These objects 
belonged to one of the patriarchs of the family, 
and they have no monetary value,’ the contractor 
explained. ‘But the elderly grandfather is so tied 
to them, and their loss has caused him so much 
distress that his life is in danger.’
“The trick apparently worked, because that 
minute, the worker changed his version and 
‘remembered’ that he had the objects. Apparently 
their unusual and ancient appearance led him to 
understand that they were very valuable. He had 
taken them with the thought of later checking if 
he could profit from them somehow. Now that 
he was being told that they had no monetary 
value, he agreed to return them.
“The next morning, the lost objects were 
returned to their owner, to the joy and relief of 
the entire family.
“The exceptional Hashgachah pratis and 
hashavas aveidah became even more evident 
later on. When the worker returned the lost 
items to the contractor, he remarked causally 
that those items had been carried from his house 
to the local garbage dumpster no less than five 
times, and yet they had come home every time. 
For some reason, he felt a bond with those 
‘faded rags’ that he’d found, and he thwarted his 
wife’s repeated attempts to throw them out time 
after time. ‘In the end I was convinced that they 
had no value and I agreed to throw them out,’ – 
the worker related, ‘but that was just when you 
called…’
“I cannot describe the joy on my father’s face 
when he received the objects back. Until they 
were found he did not let go of his Tehillim 
and did not cease davening that they should 
be found. His tefillos were accepted, and in a 
miraculous fashion, these objects survived yet 
again and were returned to the owner.
“I saw tremendous Hashgachah pratis here,” 
the son concludes. “I saw how every detail in 
the story was ordained and orchestrated by the 
King of the world in such a perfect fashion. Just 
think what would have happened if I would 
not have had to call my brother that evening…
if the Arab would not have been convinced by 
the contractor’s story…If he would not have 
brought the objects back home time after time…
It is possible that those holy objects would have 
disappeared forever.”

Blessed Is He Who Returns the Loss
f
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Taaneh Emunim Insights into the Virtues of 
Hashkamas Bais Hamedrash

Shefa nevuaso in close proximity and openly nesano that HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu bestows, only el to the nevi’im of Yisrael who are anshei 
segulaso that are beloved to Him vesifarto that He is proud of.


