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Ein K’Elokeinu
A few years ago, I came across the ancient and 
fascinating Midrash cited in the writings of 
the sages of Yemen (Shemen Lamaor, p. 28). 
This Midrash reveals that the tefillah of Ein 
K’Elokeinu that we say each morning at the 
end of Shacharis, begins with words whose 
acronym is ‘amen’ – ...אין כאלוקינו...מי כאלוקינו
לאלוקינו  is because this tefillah was ””...נודה 
instituted in place of answering amen. During 
the era of Greek rule, the Greeks forbade Am 
Yisrael from answering amen in an effort to 
make them forget the Torah; instead the Jewish 
people composed this tefillah as a way to 
remember it in an indirect fashion.
The fact that the Greeks targeted the mitzvah 
amen teaches us about its great virtue. The 
Greeks wanted “to make them forget Your 
Torah and to make them transgress the laws of 
Your Will.” Because they realized that amen is 
a ‘wall’ that surrounds Am Yisrael and makes 
it possible for the nation to maintain the faith 
of our forebears, with emunah and through that 
the Torah and mitzvos, they wanted to nullify it.
I also thought that the fact that this tefillah 
was instituted to mention Shem Shamayim in 
a few ways [ Elokeinu, Adoneinu, Malkeinu, 
Moshienu] corresponding to each of the letters 
of amen can teach us how deep and significant 
this mitzvah is.
One of my friends added that the fact that 
this tefillah was placed at the end of davening 
indicates the essence of amen, as it seals off the 
brachah and affirms it.
The days of Chanukah, in which we once 
again recall the war of our ancestors against 
those who sought to undermine their emunah, 
is certainly a worthy and auspicious time 
to reinforce “lehodos ulehallel leShimcha 
hagadol” by answering amen properly

Good Shabbos and Happy Chanukah,
Yaakov Dov Marmurstein

Pearls of Tefillah in the Parashah

The Jew Rises to 
Tefillah and Avodah

“וייקץ פרעה; ויישן ויחלם שנית” )בראשית 
מא ד-ה(

The Kotzker Rebbe said:
It says of Yaakov (ibid 28:16): 
“And Yaakov awoke from his 
sleep and said.” In contrast, of 
Pharaoh it says “And Pharaoh 
awoke – and he slept.” Therein 
lies the difference between 
Jew and gentile. The Jew rises 
from sleep and immediately 
“Vayomer” – he engages in Torah 
and tefillah. In contrast, when the 
non-Jew arises, he turns over to 
his other side and continues to 
dream… (Emes V’Emunah 368)

‘Chey Pharaoh’ – In 
Terms of Sagi Nahor

“בזאת תבחנו חי פרעה...; ואם לא חי פרעה 
כי מרגלים אתם” )מב טו –טז(

Harav Chaim of Volozhin 
asked: How did Yosef use the 
description of “chey Pharaoh”? 
Isn’t only Hashem the One who 
lives for eternity and Who is 
praised with this description, 
as we say in Baruch She’amar 
“Baruch Chey Ha’Olamim”?
He explained that indeed, Yosef 
used this description specifically 
for this reason. Because he did 
not want to sound like someone 
who was swearing in vain that 
his brothers were spies, he used 
the word “chey” with regard to 
Pharaoh in his oath, to say: Just 
like using this term to describe 
Pharaoh is ridiculous, so, too, 
accusing his brothers of being 
spies is a ridiculous thing. (Be’er 
Mayim Chaim on the Siddur Tefillah, p. 
82)

‘Get Up and Pursue the 
People’ – Before they 

Recite Tefillas Haderech
“הבקר אור והאנשים שלחו...; ויוסף אמר 

לאשר על ביתו קום רדף אחרי האנשים 
והשגתם” )מד ג-ד(

Why did Yosef need to instruct 
his messenger to ‘pursue’ the 
people? They were loaded down 
with animals carrying their 
possessions – could he not have 
caught up to them easily?
In the large library of the 
Imrei Emes of Ger was an 
ancient manuscript from Rabi 
Chaim Vital that contained his 
commentary and annotations on 
the Mechilta. In the introduction 
this work, Rav Chaim Vital wrote 
what he saw in a dream as the 
response to this question:
Yosef asked his messenger to 
run after his brothers so that he 
should catch up to them before 
they covered the distance of a 
parsah, from the city at which 
point they would recite Tefillas 
Haderech (see Shulchan Aruch, 
Orach Chaim 110 7). He knew 
that after they recited Tefillas 
Haderech, he would no longer 
be able to cast the accusation 
of the theft at them. (Harav T. 
Y. Abramowitz, Kovetz Ner Yisrael 2 
[Shavuous 5738] p. 68)

Additionally, Harav Avraham 
Genichovsky explained the 
reason why Yosef asked his 
messenger to hurry and catch up to 
his brothers before they had time 
to say Tefillas Haderech. If he 
caught up to them and compelled 
them to return to Egypt after they 
said Tefillas Haderech, he would 
cause them to have recited a 
brachah levatalah, a brachah in 
vain. (Kovetz Yeshurun 29, p. 382)
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The official letter that arrived on that 
cloudy day at the home of the K. family 
in Boro Park did not take them by 
surprise. For several months already, 
Rabbi K. had not been able to meet the 
mortgage payments on his home, and 
he knew that the bank would not remain 
silent for too long…
Although he had expected its arrival, 
Rabbi K.’s hands trembled when he 
opened the envelope, and his heart 
fluttered when he read the clear, 
unequivocal missive: If he did not 
pay the arrears on his mortgage within 
ninety days, the bank would begin 
foreclosure proceeding son the house.
The days passed rapidly. Despite his 
efforts, Rabbi K. was not able to raise 
even half the sum that he needed. He 
was desperate, tense and distraught. 
Even without the mortgage, he could 
barely cover the expenses of raising his 
large family. Every potential source of 
funds that he thought of had already 
been maximized. No one agreed to lend 
him even one more penny. How would 
he be able to undertake another debt of 
tens of thousands of dollars? Was he 
destined to be thrown into the street with 
his family and all their belongings?!

A few sleepless nights passed until 
he mustered up the nerve to share his 
troubles with one of his close friends. 
For several long moments, he poured 
his heart out as his friend listened 
sympathetically. His friend was clearly 
heartbroken to hear about Rabbi K.’s 
predicament.
Several moments of silenced ensured, 
until the friend suddenly rose from his 
place. He went over to his bookcase 
and took out a Mishnah Berurah Vol. II. 
After leafing through the pages, he read 
the words at the beginning of Siman 
188, in the name of the Bach:

“The Sefer Hachinuch says: Anyone 
who is careful in reciting Birchas 
Hamazon will have his sustenance 
provided for him all his life with 
dignity. And one who is careful should 
make sure lechatchilah to bentch from 
the written text and not by heart.”
“My friend,” he said to Rabbi K., 
“I’m sorry I cannot give you financial 
assistance, but I can advise you to fulfill 
the advice of the Sefer Hachinuch. Try 
to get your family to join you in doing 
this. I’m sure that the firm promise of 
the Chinuch will not go unfulfilled.”
Rabbi K. listened and found himself 
drawn to the idea. When he came home, 
he gathered his family together, and 
read out to them the words of the Sefer 
Hachinuch. He suggested that they join 
him in reinforcing their observance of 
the mitzvah of Birchas Hamazon. He 
was very happy when everyone signed 
on with him, and from that day on, all 
the members of the K. family were 
strict to recite Birchas Hamazon from 
the written text, with no exceptions.
Just around that time, on the outskirts 
of the city of Denver, Colorado, the 
commander of the local police precinct 
decided that he had to expand the 

building of the 
police station.
In order to do so, 
he had to purchase 
the lot next door 
to the station. 
A quick query 
turned up that 
the lot had been 
purchased many 
years earlier by 
a Jew from New 
York, and with 
his passing it had 

been bequeathed to his son who lived 
in New York. It was an empty, rocky lot 
that had been purchased for a low price, 
and because of its undesirable location, 
its value had hardly appreciated since.
The precinct commander just had to 
call the owner of the lot and purchase it 
from him for whatever price he asked. 
But the owner of the lot was none other 
than Rabbi K., and when he realized 
who was inquiring about his property, 
his business sense was sharpened at 
once. He felt a thrill of excitement: ‘If 
the Denver Police is so interested in 
my property, it must be very important 
to them,’ he thought. He immediately 

began negotiations, demanding a 
very high amount for the property. 
The commander tried to haggle, but 
because he wasn’t exactly paying for 
the lot out of his own pocket, he quickly 
capitulated to the demands. The deal 
was soon signed to the satisfaction of 
both sides.
A few days later, the police transferred 
a few million dollars into Rabbi K.’s 
account; overnight, he became wealthy. 
All he had to do was go to his bank, take 
a small amount of the money that he had 
received, and pay off his burdensome 
mortgage once and for all.
From that day on, the K. Family’s 
home belonged to them; the bank had 
no more hold on it. They also no longer 
struggled with parnassah, because with 
the money he had been paid, Rabbi K. 
was able to put his good business sense 
to use, and invested it in a few deals that 
enriched him even more.
To this day, if you enter the K. family 
home while they are bentching, 
you can see how each one of them 
recites Birchas Hamazon with utmost 
kavanah, from the text. Each word is 
recited carefully and sincerely. Don’t 
be surprised; they merited to clearly 
see the yeshuah of Hashem, and in the 
merit of reciting Birchas Hamazon with 
kavanah, their father went from being 
a desperate, struggling person with 
tens of thousands of dollars of debt to a 
wealthy man with many assets.
A forgotten lot with almost no value in 
Denver became a gold mine all at once. 
It happened just when the K. family 
had begun to be strict about Birchas 
Hamazon that the police commander 
in Denver decided that he wanted to 
expand his station, and to allocate a 
fortune of money to the cause – which 
the K. family is benefitting from to this 
day.
This story was related by Harav Gamliel 
Rabinowitz of Yerushalayim, who 
heard it from the person it happened to. 
But the message that it contains applies 
to every single Jew. All we need is to 
devote a few minutes to do something 
so self-understood – to thank our Father 
in heaven, Who gives us boundless 
good. The more we do this in the right 
way, the more we will merit to have 
the gates of abundance, parnassah and 
yeshuah opened to us.

Likras Shabbos Malkesa, Eikev 5780

 The Mortgage Was Paid – With Change 

The Denver police precinct, 
Denver, Colorado



  Birchas Hageulah – Shacharis  

The Source of the Brachah

The Essence of the Brachah

The Structure of the Brachah

Fifteen ‘Vavs’

After Krias Shema of Shacharis, Chazal 
instituted that we say one brachah, which begins 
with the words “Emes Ve’yatziv.” This brachah 
is the third and last of the Birchos Krias Shema 
said during the day. The Levush (Orach Chaim 
Noach 1) explained that the reason that the seven 
brachos of Krias Shema were divided into four 
in the evening and three during the day, and not 
the opposite – three in the evening and four in 
the day – is because Chazal say (Pesachim 4a) 
“Zerizin makdimin lemitzvos” and because the 
day begins with the evening, therefore, we add 
the extra brachah as early as possible, in the 
Krias Shema of Maariv. 
The Siddur Chassidei Ashkenaz (p. 97) states that 
after the residents of Eretz Yisrael sent a letter to 
the residents of Bavel describing the plague that 
was striking them and killing one hundred people 
every day, the residents of Bavel composed the 
first part of this brachah [from Emes Ve’yatziv to 
Ezras Avoseinu], which has exactly one hundred 
words, and the plague stopped.

The brachah was originally instituted with 
the words “Emes Ve’yatziv” but we attach the 
word “emes” to “Elokeichem, which concludes the 
parashah of Vayomer, as the Navi connected the 
words Elokim and emes, as the passuk says (Yirmiyahu 
10:10): “V’Hashem Elokim emes.” (Brachos 14b)
The Kolbo wrote (9) that this brachah was instituted 
based on the three parshiyos of Krias Shema: “Emes 
Elokei Olam Malkeinu” – corresponding to the first 
parashah, which has Kabbalas Ol Malchus Shamayim; 
“Emes Ashrei Ish Sheyishma Lemitzvosecha” – 
corresponding to the second parashah, where there 
is Kabbalas Ol Mitzvos; and “Emes Mimitzrayim 
Ge’altanu” – corresponding to the parashah of 
Vayomer where Yetzias Mitzrayim is mentioned.
We conclude the brachah with the request: “Tzur 
Yisrael, kumah b’ezras Yisrael…” (see Yerushalmi 
Brachos 1:6). Therefore, when answering amen 
afterwards, we should have in mind the kavanah 
of answering amen on brachos that have praise and 
a request. But there are those who do not include a 
request for the future Redemption in this brachah, 
and according to them, one should have kavanah as 
though he is answering amen to a brachah of shevach, 
praise. (See Liktuei Mahari”ch, Birchas Krias Shema 
Shele’achareha)
The brachah of Geulah should be said attached to 
tefillah (Brachos 4b). The poskim differ (see Shulchan 
Aruch, Orach Chaim 66 7) as to whether answering 
amen on the brachah of “Ga’al Yisrael” is considered a 
hefsek. In order to resolve doubt, the Mishnah Berurah 
(ibid 35) ruled that one who davens should conclude 
this brachah with the shaliach tzibbur and thus will 
not be obligated to answer amen.

A Loftier Look at the Seder HabrachosBarchu Emunai

The Meaning of Amen

It is true that HaKadosh Baruch Hu loves us, and 
may it be that He should give us the understanding 
and wisdom of the divrei Torah, and that He return 
Am Yisrael to their borders.

At the beginning of the brachah there are fifteen 
consecutive words that begin with the letter ‘vav.’ The 
Shvilei Haleket (Din Seder Brachah Shele’achareha) 
brings in the name of the Gaonim that after Chazal 
instituted to recite one hundred brachos each day, they 
informed the Jews of the diaspora of the new takanah 
and asked if they wanted to take it upon themselves. 
In response, the Jews of the diaspora composed the 
beginning of this brachah, including fifteen words 
that begin with ‘vav’, followed by two words that 
begin with the letter ‘hei’ [hadavar hazeh] whose 
numerical value all together adds up to one hundred.
The Tikkunei Zohar Hachadash (Vol. II, 84 1) says 
that someone who cannot answer ninety amens a day 
should have in mind in the fifteen words with vav, 
which together with the letter aleph of emes that 
precedes them, amounts to the numerical value of 
‘amen.’

In this brachah, we thank Hashem for the chessed 
He performed with our ancestors in taking them 
out of Egypt, splitting the sea, and striking the 
firstborns of Egypt. (Tur, Orach Chaim 66)
This brachah does not begin with ‘Baruch’ 
because it is attached the brachos before Krias 
Shema. The reason Krias Shema is not considered 
a hefsek between them is because the word emes 
must be recited right at the end of Krias Shema, 
and therefore, the brachah is considered attached 
to Krias Shema (Rashbam Pesachim 104b, ad 
loc. ubrachah acharonah). But according to one 
opinion, the brachah of Emes Ve’yatziv is not 
defined as semuchah, attached to the brachah 
before Krias Shema. According to this opinion, 
the reason that this brachah does not begin with 
baruch is because it was thus composed from the 
start. (Rashba Brachos 11a)

"וכאשר תקום מן הספר, תחפש באשר למדת אם יש בו דבר אשר תוכל לקיימו".



Pearls on the Virtue of Coming Early to Davening
Tefillah on Time – A Segulah for Parnassah
Harav Yechiel Michel of Nemirov, Hy”d, said:
Being strict about tefillah and Krias Shema on time is a segulah 
for parnassah. An allusion to this can be cited from the passuk 
(Tehillim 145:15): “Einei kol Eilecha yesaberu v’Atah nosein 
lahem es ochlam b’ito” – To whom does Hashem give sufficient 
sustenance? To one who davens ‘b’ito’ at the zman of tefillah. 
(Shivrei Luchos, Hanhagas Vederech Ha’adam 7)

One Who Rises Early to Shul Lives Long
It is brought in Maseches Brachos (8a) that Rabi Yehoshua ben Levi 
told his children that they should go early to shul and remain there 
until a late hour, as this practice will be effective in prolonging their 
lives. Based on this, the Shelah Hakadosh explained the request of 
Dovid Hamelech (Tehillim 23:6) “Ach tov vachessed yirdefuni kol 
yemei chayai veshavti beveis Hashem l’orech yamim” as follows: 
Dovid Hamelech said, because I am strict to rise early to go to 
the Bais Hashem in the morning, and in the evening, I am sure 
that I will merit for this “orech yamim.” So now all that remains 
for me to ask is that “ach tov vachessed” – that these days that 
I merited should be days of good and chessed, and I should not 
suffer difficulties during these times. (Shelah Maseches Tamid 26)

What Precedes the Tefillah 
Is More Important than Tefillah Itself

The Rosh Yeshivah, Harav Yehuda Tzadka, explained:
One who is strict to come early to shul before davening indicates 
that he truly wants to serve his Creator, and he does not come 
just to do his duty. Because what precedes the tefillah indicates 
the nature of the mispallel, therefore Chazal said (Peah 1 1) that 
one who rises early to come to shul reaps the fruits of his deeds in 
this world, while regarding tefillah itself, we do not find that he is 
promised such a reward.
That is why Dovid Hamelech emphasized (Tehillim 119:32): 
“Derech mitzvosecha arutz.” Performing the mitzvah itself does 
not indicate that the one doing it indeed cleaves to Hashem and 
wants to do the mitzvos. But running and alacrity to do a mitzvah 
indicates that the one doing so wants to fulfill the mitzvah of his 
Creator. (Kol Yehuda Vol. II, p. 9)

Chanukah 5781
To the staff at Bney Emunim,
 led by Reb Yaakov Dov Marmurstein, shlita
In our family we are very scrupulous about answering 
amen. The option of reciting Birchos Hashachar alone – 
does not exist in our home. Even when we have to travel, 
or to change our schedule for whatever reason, we will 
always first plan how we can integrate reciting Birchos 
Hashachar bechavrusa into our plans.
We were very happy when, in the last raffle on the Kol 
Emunim hotline, we won a sophisticated camera. It wasn’t 
only the actual prize, but also about the reminder that 
we received from Above –that one can only gain from 
answering amen!
I don’t really need any chizuk about that…I personally 
experienced the tremendous segulah of answering amen. 
I work in a field that was very badly affected by corona. 
People in this field literally lost their livelihood. At first it 
was hard for me, and I strengthened myself very much on 
the subject of Meah Brachos and answering amen. I heard 
Birchos Hashachar from more people. I was very careful 
to do it with as much kavanah as I could. And it paid off. 
With tremendous Hashgachah, I entered a new field in the 
marketing industry; I found favor with the main importer 
and baruch Hashem, looking back, I can say that I work 
less and earn more…
I am writing this letter on Chanukah, when we say Al 
Hanissim: “Vekav’u shemonas yemei Chanukah eilu 
lehodos ulehallel.” What can be a better form of ‘lehodos 
ulehallel’ than brachos and amen…
I will conclude with a remez that I thought of while 
reciting Hallel. In the first passage, when we say “Mekimi 
mei’afar dal mei’ashpos yarim evyon lehoshivi im nedivim 
im nedivei amo.” The last two letters of the words ירים אביון  
are numerically equivalent to 90, and the final letters of 
the words להושיבי עם נדיבים are numerically equivalent to 
ninety. In the merit of me being careful to answer ninety 
amens a day I saw fulfillment of the words “He lifts the 
pauper up from the dust, from the dungheap He raises up 
the needy, to seat him with princes.” 

Thank you,
B.R., Yerushalayim

Letters can be sent to fax number 08-9746102 
or emailed to the Vechol Ma'aminim

Shachar Avakshecha

Tzaddik B'Emunaso
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Amen and Brachos in the Teachings of One Who Has Yahrtzeit

Readers' Letters

Draw Closer to the Shat”z to Hear Brachos
With regard to the obligation of the shaliach tzibbur to recite 
Birchos Hashachar in shul before a tzibbur who listens and 
answers amen, the Chavas Yair related: “I saw a custom among 
elderly people, whose place was far from the shat”z, who 
moved from their places and came closer to the one making 
the brachos so that they could hear better and answer amen.” 
(Mekor Chaim 46:2)

Pay Attention to Every Brachah
One should take care to answer amen with kavanah to every 
brachah. One should be especially careful to answer amen 
on brachos that people do not answer amen due to a lack of 
attention, like the brachah of Hamachazir Shechinaso LeTzion, 
and Hamevarech Es Amo Yisrael Bashalom. (ibid 124 6)

The Chavas
 Ya’ir, zy”a, 
1 Teves 5462
Rabi Yair Chaim Bachrach was 
born in 5398/1638 to his father, 

Rav Moshe Shimon, the Raavad of Worms. He served as the 
Raavad in Mainz, and at the end of his life, succeeded his 
father in Worms, where he was laid to rest. He passed away on 
1 Teves 5462/1702 at the age of 64. 
He wrote many seforim, most of which were lost over time. 
As a Rav in his generation, many questions were directed 
to him, and his responsa were published in his famed sefer 
Shu”t Chavas Ya’ir. In addition, he wrote a comprehensive 
compilation on Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim entitled Mekor 
Chaim, which was first printed by Machon Yerushalayim in 
5732/1972. 

The ancient Jewish 
cemetery in Worms.


